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REPORT 


•F  TSE 


COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTIONS, 


IN   RELATION   TO 


CONTESTED   ELECTIONS. 


REPORT 


IN   REGARD   TO   THB  CONTESTED  SKATS   OF  THIS   BALTIMORK  CITY 

DELEGATION. 


The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  wliom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Adam  Denmead  and  others,  contesting  the  seata 
of  Charles  L.  KraH't  and  others,  returned  as  delegates  to  rep- 
resent the  city  of  Baltimore  in  this  House,  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Your  committee  are  aware  of  the  important  and  onerous  re- 
sponsibility whicli  has  been  imposed  upon  tliem  by  this 
House.  If  the  rights  of  tl\e  sitting  members  and  the  contest- 
'ants  alune  were  involved  in  the  points  raised  by  the  me- 
morial, our  duty  would  be  sufticiently  grave,  but  the  public — 
the  people  of  the  entire  State,  have  such  a  paramount  interest 
in  the  contest,  as  throws  the  mere  question  of  right  between 
tlie  sitting  members  and  contestants  into  comparative  insigni- 
ficance. 

The  ground  of  contest  set  fortli  in  the  memorial  are  sub- 
stantially as  folloAvs  : 

1st.  Disqualitication  of  certain  of  tlic  judges  because  of 
fear,  interest  or  bias. 

2d.  The  use  of  striped  or  marked  tickets,  which  destroyed, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  riglit  of  ballot,  by  depriving  it  of  its 
most  essential  legal  safeguards,  to  wit :  freedom  and  secrecy 
in  its  exercise. 

3d.  Systematic  and  premeditated  violation  of  the  freedom 
of  election  by  intimidation  prior  to  and  on  the  day  of  election, 
by  riot  involving  every  species  of  assault  U])pn  voters,  by  the 
exclusion  of  many  Avho  desired  to  vote,  and  the  coercion  of 
others  to  vote  against  their  will  and  preference. 

4th.  The  casting  of  a  large  number  of  fraudulent  votes  and 
their  reception  by  the  judges. 

5th.  The  last,  and  in  the  judgment  of  your  oommittee,  the 


greatest,  as  well  as  most  lamentable  specification,  is  the  com- 
plicity of  the  authorities  of  the  city  in  the  crimes,  from  the 
rudest  assaults  up  to  the  most  deliberate  and  shocking  mur- 
ders, which  took  place  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  2d  of 
November  last. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  these  are  the  gravest 
charges,  touching  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  which 
have  ever  been  made  in  the  history  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
or  of  our  Republic,  They  are  so  seemingly  extravagant,  and 
really  so  anomalous,  that  their  bare  presentation  excites  the 
gravest  surprise  and  mortification,  and,  if  they  be  sustained 
by  the  proofs,  they  will  present  a  case  which  outstrips,  in  the 
magnitude  and  enormity  of  the  abuse  of  the  elective  franchise, 
the  most  phophetic  foreboding  of  the  enemies  of  popular  gov- 
ernment and  sufi'rage.  If  these  charges  be  sustained  by  the 
proofs,  the  question  of  your  interposition  between  an  enslaved, 
a  disfranchised  community  and  their  oppressors,  should  not 
admit  of  remark  or  debate. 

The  law  of  the  case,  as  understood  by  your  committee,  is 
well  settled,  and  uniform  in  all  the  authorities,  from  the  ear- 
liest down  to  the  most  modern. 

Amongst  other  principles  the  following  are  clearly  laid 
down  : 

1.  Where  the  judges  of  election  are  not  duly  appointed,  or 
do  not  duly  qualify,  or  conduct  in  so  illegal  and  arbitrary  a 
manner  as  to  violate  the  freedom  of  election,  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings will  be  void.  (Cushing's  Law  of  Leg.  Assemb. 
p.  72. 

2.  That  secrecy  is  the  right  which  the  ballot  was  designed 
to  secure,  and  where  it  is  divested  of  this  essential  ingredient 
the  election  is  void.  (Gushing,  p.  p.  37,  67.)  And  aside 
from  all  antecedent  authority,  the  Constitution  of  our  State, 
in  providing  that  ''all  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,"  was  de- 
signed to  secure  something  more  than  the  simple  right  of 
depositing  a  piece  of  paper  in  a  box,  by  way  of  vote  ;  it  doubt- 
less meant  to  provide,  for  the  electors,  a  system  radically  dif- 
ferent from  oral  suffrage, "whose  distinguishing  feature  is^^z^S- 
Ucily,  and  that  was  done  by  guaranteeing  to  them  the  right 
of  secret  ballot. 

3.  Fraudulent  and  illegal  votes  can  never  avail  to  make  an 
election.  Wherever  they  are  offered  they  are  to  be  rejected 
by  the  judges,  but  if,  either  from  ignorance  or  complicity  on 
the  part  of  the  judge  of  election,  they  are  received  by  him, 
still  when  a  contest  is  raised,  and  this  fact  is  made  to  appear, 
the  "illegal  votes  will  be  r,ejected,  and  he  who  has  the  high- 
est number  of  remaining  good  votes  will  be  entitled  to  his 
seat."     (Moore  us.   Lewis  ;- Clark   and  Hale,  128.)     In  such 


cases,  where  the  contest  is  made  upon  the  grounds  of  fraudu- 
lent and  illegal  votes  alone,  the  burden  is  upon  the  contest- 
ant oi"  proving  the  extent  of  the  illegal  voting,  and  of  showing 
that  when  the  ballot  box  is  purged  of  the  fra,ud,  he  has  amajor- 
ity  of  the  remaining  good  aud  legal  votes, 

i.  The  law  is  stern  in  repressing  fraud,  and  robbing  it  of 
its  purposed  fruit,  but  it  is  far  more  stern  and  inexorable  in 
its  dealings  with  violence,  and  neither  "the  presence  of  a 
military  force  during  an  election,  nor  the  interruption  of  the 
proceedings  by  riot  and  disturbance,  can  in  any  degree  be  en- 
dured by  the  Constitution."     (J\iale  on  Elections,  p.  63.). 

As  early  as  tlic  reign  of  Edward  the  First  (A.  D.  1275,)  it 
was  ordained  "Because  elections  oughtto  be  free,  the  king  com- 
mandeth,  upon  great  forfeiture,  that  no  man,  by  force  of 
arms,  nor  by  malice  or  menacing,  shall  disturb  any  to  make 
free  election,"  and  from  that  early  day  to  the  present, 
'^When  tliefreedom  of  election  has  been  violated  by  riots,  the 
election  has  been  uniformly  set  aside,  notwithstanding  the 
returning  officer  has  been  able  to  continue  and  finish  the 
poll,  and  to  comply  with  the  exigency  of  the  writ  by  the  re- 
turn of  members."  (Hey wood,  Law.  of  County  Elections, 
582  ;  Male  on  Elections,  125. 

It  matters  not,  under  the  rule,  whether  the  votes  effected 
by  the  riot  and  violence  be  many  or  few,  if  there  be  "actual 
force  or  violence,  or  a  display  of  numerical  strength,  accom- 
panied with  threats,  and  the  conduct  of  the  parties  engaged, 
is  of  such  a  character  as  to  strike  terror  into  the  minds  of  a 
man  of  ordinary  firmness,  the  election  will  be  held  absolutely 
void,  without  reference  to  the  number  of  voters  thereby  affect- 
ed." (Cushing,  sees,  181, 183,  185.)  The  reason  of  this  is  two- 
fold ;  in  the  first  place_,  it  is  an  utter  impossibility  to  define  the 
limits  of  the  fear  which  a  riot  has  engendered.  No  man, 
''speaking  oi  his  own  conduct,  can  tell  how  far  fear  may  have 
influenced  it,"  and  much  less  can  the  extent  of  the  influence 
of  the  contagion  of  a  public  panic  be  ascertained.  But  in  the 
next  place,  the  violation  of  the  freedom  of  choice  vitiates 
every  election,  and  "the  freedom  of  election  is  as  much  vio- 
lated by  the  intimidation  and  coercion  of  the  minority  as  of 
the  majority."     (Rogers  on  Elections,  240.) 

The  very  word  election  implies  choice,  preference,  and 
w^here  those  who  have  the  right  to  choose,  and  the  will  to  ex- 
ercise that  right,  are  prevented  or  deterred  from  its  exercise, 
there  can  be  no  election.  "The  causes  of  .avoiding  an  elec- 
tion are  all  but  corollaries  flowing  from  one  great  principle 
'That  elections  should  be  free.'  "  Upon  the  preservation  of 
this  vital  principle,  not  only  the  prosperity,  but  the  very  ex- 
istence, of  the  State  as  a  free  State  depends.     The  violatiou 


of  tliis,  even  in  tlie  earliest  days  of  representation,  called 
forth  tlie  spirited,  tliougli  feeble,  voice  of  the  people  who 
stamped  upon  record  this  maxim,  ''that  elections  should  be 
FREE."     (Male  on  Elections,  359.) 

Such  is  the  law.  In  the  opinion  of  your  ^  committee,  it 
covers  all  the  points  presented  in  the  memorial  of  the  con- 
testants and  the  proofs  submitted  to  us,  and  it  remains  only 
to  apply  the  law  to  the  facts.  The  testimony  is  more  or  lesg 
conclusive  in  all  the  wards  (except  the  eighth)  of  the  specifi- 
cations of  the  contestants,  nor  was  there  a  single  witness  pro- 
duced by  the  sitting  members  to  controvert  this  direct  and 
positive  testimony  ;  whether  such  non-production  of  cow^ra  tes- 
timony arose  from  the  inability  of  the  sitting  menabers  to  pro- 
duce it,  or  from  other  reasons  conclusive  at  the  time  to  them 
as  to  the  propriety  of  their  course,  your  committee  is  not  ad- 
vised, but  the  entire  absence  of  such  testimony  is  and  must  be 
regarded  as  a  fact  of  much  and  great  significance. 

The  witnesses  examined  by  the  contestants  establish  conclu- 
sively that  the  strong  arm  of  violence,  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber last,  struck  down  and  indeed  almost  annihilated  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  Baltimore  city.  In  nineteen  of  the  twenty 
wards  this  violence  made  itself  manifest  in  every  conceivable 
shape  of  intimidation  and  assault,  from  its  mildest  form  of 
rude  jostling  and  crowding,  up  to  the  use  of  the  awl,  the 
slung-shot,  the  bowie  knife,  the  pistol,  and  the  musket,  and 
was  productive  of  all  the  results  of  such  violence,  from  sim- 
ple intimidation  up  to  the  most  flagrant  and  deliberate  mur- 
der. 

This  state  of  things  v/as  not  the  result  of  mere  momentary 
passion,  and  the  strife  of  momentary  success.  Your  commit- 
tee are  bound  to  believe  from  the  evidence  that  it  had  been 
planned  and  decided  upon  before  the  day  ;  in  proof  of  which, 
attention  is  called  to  the  procession  which  took  place  the 
night  before  the  election.  In  that  procession  were  carried 
banners  and  transparencies,  with  mottoes  and  devices  of  vio- 
lence and  death.  On  one  was  the  figure  of  a  bleeding  head 
with  the  device : 

''The  head  of  a  Beformer." 

On  another  was  an  uplifted  arm  with  a  clenched  fist,  with 
the  device :  .      - '    ■      ' 

"  n  ith  tJvis  ive'll  do  the  work." 

On  another  was  this  inscription  : 

^'  lief  arm  r/iovement — Befonti  man; 
If  you  can  vote,  I'll  he  d d." 

There  were  other  banners  witli  devices  of  a  similarly  threat- 


ening  and  intimidating  character.  When  this  processio-o. 
halted  in  Monument  Square,  it  was  presided  over  by  a  Sena- 
tor in  Congress  and  addressed  by  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  our  own  State  of  Maryland.  See  test,  p. 
325.  In  connection  with  these  facts,  the  partizan  organ  of 
the  clubs,  on  the  day  before  the  election,  contained  calls  for 
tha  gathering  of  clubs  bearing  most  infamous  names  and  re- 
pute, and  under  the  lead  of  some  of  the  most  notorious  ruf- 
fians of  the  city.  This,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  violence  and  fraud  displayed  and 
perpetrated  on  the  day  of  election  was  the  result  of  previous 
determination.  If,  however,  any  further  proof  were  want- 
ing, it  can  be  found  in  the  localities  which  were  selected  for 
the  holding  of  the  polls. 

In  the  first  ward  they  were  held  at  a  point  remote  from  the 
thickly  settled  part  of  the  ward,  in  a  house  from  the  top  of 
which  floated  the  flag  of  the  '' Blood  Tubs,"  and  Avhich  the 
judges  of  election  deemed  so  unsafe  that  they  did  not  venture 
to  count  the  ballots  there  after  the  poll  was  completed.  (See 
testimony  of  Edw.  Horney,  p.  11, 12,  and  Wm.  Hunt,  p.  22.) 

In  the  second  ward  they  were  placed  upon  the  Causeway, 
within  a  hundred  feet  of  the  headquarters  of  the  Rough  Skins, 
and  where  they  were  commanded  by  muskets  from  the  win- 
dows of  the  rooms  of  that  club.  (See  testimony  of  Ex-Mayor 
Elijah  Stansbury,  p.  28;  Wm.  Bartlett,  p.  37;  S.  D.  Well- 
fllager,  p.  41,  and  John  C.  Krantz,  p.  38.) 

Similar  in  kind  was  the  rej)utation  of  localities  near  the 
polls  of  the  third  and  fourth  wards.  (See  testimony  of  Jas.  T. 
Randolph,  p.  52,  and  Geo.  Evans,  p.  69.) 

The  citizens  of  the  sixth  ward  were  compelled  to  vote  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  headquarters,  and,  as  some  of  them  at 
least  believed,  of  the  arsenal  of  the  "  Ashland  Club."  (Tes- 
timony of  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Bradford,  p.  94;  H.  J.  Morrison, 
p.  101,  and  Dr.  M.  N.  Taylor,  p.  110.) 

In  the  9th  ward,  the  location  of  the  polls  was  such  as  to 
beget  apprehension  and  alarm.  (Testimony  of  Louis  Muller, 
p.  134,  and  Dr.  F.  E.  B.  Hintze,  p.  141.) 

The  tenth  ward  polls  were  placed  beside  the  headquarters 
and  under  the  supervision  of  the  ' '  Regulators  ' '  and  their 
infamous  leaders.  (Testimony  of  Geo.  Wm.  Brown,  p.  154, 
S.  T.  Wallis,  165,  &c.) 

Of  similar  character  was  the  locality  of  the  polls  of  the 
13th  ward,  (R.  H.  Cushing,  206,  and  J.  H.  Beam,  208 :) 
15th  ward,  (W.  G.  Fosbenner,  p.  277  ;)  17th  ward,  (Wm. 
Swindell,  p.  .254  ;)  18th  ward,  (Edward  Moon,  p.  263  ;  L.  ,E. 
Ballard,  565,  and  J.  P.  Brotherton,  269;)  and  20th  ward/ 


But  tlie  brutality  and  outrage  wliicb.  reigned  supreme  and 
uncliecked  on  the  day  of  the  election — the  open  display  and 
use  of  deadly  weapons  of  every  description — the  slaughter 
and  maiming,  stabbing  with  awls,  and  beating  of  many  citi- 
zens of  all  classes,  who  dared  to  assert  the  right  of  voting, 
under  the  very  nose  of  the  police,  and  in  some  cases  within  a 
stone's  cast  of  the  Mayor's  office,  is  not  only  conclusive  proof 
of  premeditated  violence,  but  sufficiently  establishes  the  char- 
acter of  the  so-called  election  on  the  2d  of  November,  But 
very  few  pages  of  the  whole  volume  of  testimony  does  not 
contain  some  record  of  this  violence,  and  but  one  ward  is  un- 
tainted. 

Assaults  in  the  first  ward  are  proven  on  pages  11,  13,  18, 
20,  23,  26,  32  and  222  ; 

In  the  2d  ward,  on  pages  29,  37,  40,  43  and  45  ; 

In  the  3d  ward,  on  pages  47,  50  and  59  ; 

In  the  4th  ward,  on  j)ages  54,  62,  64,  66  and  68  ; 

In  the  5th  ward,  on  pages  73,  88,  90  and  108  ; 

In  the  6th  ward,  on  pages  94,  99  and  111 ; 

In  the  7th  ward,  on  pages  116,  119,  124,  127  and  131  ; 

In  the  9th  ward,  on  pages  134,  141,  147  and  149  ; 

In  the  10th  ward,  on  pages  151,  160,  165,  166,  &c.  ; 

In  the  11th  ward,  on  pages  189,  191  and  197  ; 

In  the  12th  ward,  on  pages  200  and  319  ; 

In  the  13th  ward^  on  pages  205,  208,  212  and  217 

In  the  14th  ward,  on  pages  221,  223,  224  and  232 

In  the  15th  ward,  on  pages  235,  236,  238  and  277 

In  the  16th  ward,  on  pages  239,  257,  243,  246  and  303  ; 

In  the  17th  ward,  on  pages  251  and  252  ; 

In  the  18th  ward,  on  pages  259,  260,  262  and  269  ; 

In  the  19th  ward,  on  pages  272,  275,  283,  285  and  315  ; 

And  in  the  20th  ward,  on  pages  287,  290,  292  and  299. 

This  violence  prevailed  throughout  the  city,  (saving  .and 
excepting  the  eighth  ward,)  and  under  cover  of  it,  were  per- 
petrated frauds  and  illegal  voting,  of  which  your  committee 
will  venture  the  assertion  there  is  no  j)arallel  in  the  history 
of  the  republic — and  perhaps  its  parallel  cannot  be  found  in 
the  history  of  the  elections  of  any  modern  free  government. 
As  a  specimen  of  these  frauds,  your  committee  refer  to  the 
testimony  of  S.  T.  Wallis,;  J]sc[.,.'a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
repute  throughout  the  State,  in  which  it  appears  that  in  the 
10th  ward  he  observed — 

"Erasmus  Levy  take  his, station  by  the  door  of  his  house, 
from  which  there  came  out  a  party  of  men,  headed  by  one  of 
the  persons  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  previous  rioting 
and  firing  ;  the  party  was  fcomposed  of  a  wretched  set  of  crea- 
tures, filthy,  stupified  with  drink,  some  of  them  in  sailor's 


clothes,  some  of  them  without  any  shirts,  one  I  observed 
without  any  shoes,  some  without  hats  ;  they  were  marched 
up  to  the  polls,  in  charge  of  the  man  I  have  referred  to,  in 
Indian  file,  wlicre  they  voted  as  rapidly  as  Mr.  Hinesly,  the 
chief  judge,  could  take  their  tickets  ;  the  man  who  had  them 
in  charge,  cried  out,  ''clear  the  way,  make  room  for  the 
voters,"  and  pushed  everybody  else  aside  ;  as  the  party  voted, 
and  I  suppose  there  were  twenty  or  thirty  of  them  at  least, 
they  marched  back  into  Levy's  house,  and  out  again,  then 
voted  a^aiu,  and  back  to  Levy's  house,  then  out  and  again 
voted,,  then  back  and  out  again,  and  voted  ;  I  supj)ose  I  saw 
the  process  repeated,  from  six  to  a  dozen  times  myself,  by  the 
same  party,  that  is  to  say,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
identifying  every  individual  in  the  gang,  but  I  did  identify 
particular  individuals  among  them,  who  came  in  and  went 
out,  and  voted,  as  I  have  stated,  and,  as  they  all  went  in  and 
came  out  together,  and  the  general  aspect  of  the  whole  gang, 
was  the  same  at  each  repeated  voting,  with  the  same  individ- 
uals whom  I  did  identify  repeating  the  same  process,  in  the 
same  way,  I  did  not,  and  cannot  doubt,  that  the  whole  gang 
took  part  in  the  repeated  voting." 

This  case  is  one  of  the  most  flagrant  proved,  but  there  are 
many  others  of  greater  or  less  degrees  of  enormity  estab- 
lished beyond  controversy — (see  testimony,  printed  pages 
34,  36,  59,  110,  141,  259,  277,  287,  192,  106,  115,  138,  142, 
174,  296,  310,  320,  &c.,)  These  frauds  were  not  covertly 
perpetrated,  but  in  the  most  open  and  public  manner,  in  the 
face  of  the  police,  and  the  judges  of  election,  many  of  whom 
from  some  cause,  of  which  your  committee  will  leave  the  House 
to  sit  in  judgment,  manifested  little  or  no  concern  how  often  the 
same  persons  voted.  The  contestants  have  not  undertaken 
to  prove  definitely  the  extent  or  number  of  the  fraudulent 
votes  cast,  nor  could  it  well  be  done_,  for  the  reason  that  the 
greater  wrong  of  violence  which  drove  peaceable  and  honest 
men  from  the  polls,  prevented  the  complete  ascertainment  of 
the  frauds. 

In  connexion  with  the  matters  of  fraud  and  violence  and 
illegal  voting,  your  committee  begs  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  horrors  and  atrocities  connected  with 
the  system  of  cooping  voters  during  the  several  days  prior 
to  the  election.  The  testimony  upon  this  point  is  revolting 
in  the  extreme,  (see  printed  pages  34,  102,  136^  180,  182, 
248  and  313.)  Scores  and  hundreds  of  unoffending  men  of 
the  humbler  classes  were  kidnapped  from  the  streets,  or  de- 
coyed into  rooms  or  cellars,  commonly  termed  "Coops," 
where  they  were  treated  with  cruel  barbarity.  If  they  offer- 
ed the  slightest  registance  to  their  captors,  they  were  brought 
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to  their  knees  by  blows  from  "billies"  and  ''clubs".— they 
were  robbed  of  every  portable  article  on  their  persons — they 
were  forced  upon  threats  of  death  to  swallow  immense 
draughts  of  drugged  and  stupefying  liquors — they  were  de- 
nied in  some  instances  even  the  conveniences  of  nature^  ex- 
cept in  a  most  disgusting  form — they  were  taken  from  the 
coops  on  the  day  of  election  and  driven  about  to  the  differ- 
ent wards  of  the  city  and  voted  time  and  again  without  any 
seeming  recognition  or  remonstrance  from  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion. 

We  submit  to  the  house  as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  State, 
and  to  the  public  whom  this  report  may  reach,  whether 
such  a  state  of  things  has  ever  been  equalled,  and  whether 
it  does  not  plead  with  louder  tongue,  than  that  of  many 
trumptets,  for  our  interposition.  All  the  outrages  were  per- 
petrated in  the  heart  of  a  great  city,  in  the  face  of  the  city 
government,  which  was  either  powerless  to  prevent,  or  in  the 
hope  of  perpetuating  the  dynasty  which  force  and  fraud  has 
fastened  upon  the  people,  openly  connived  at  them.  This 
complicity  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  which  is  abundantly 
proved  bv  testimony  of  Wm.  Hunt,  p.  20;  T.  J.  Kusk,  34;  W. 
H.  Smith,  27:  Wm.  Stetter,  33;  F.  0.  Meeyer,  41;  P.  Sher- 
wood, 60;  J.  R.  Diggs,  66;  G.  Evans,  70;  G-.  W.  Mowbray, 
73;  J  Clarkson,  88;  J  Vansant,  91;  Dr.  C.  H.  Bradford,  95; 
Dr.  M.N.  Taylor,  111;  F.  S.  Austin,  125,  Dr.  W.  C.  Tap- 
pan,  127;  L.  Muller,  135;  Dr.  F.  C.  B,,  Hintze,  142;  S.  T. 
Wallis,  167;  a.  W.  Squires,  309;  G.  H.  E.  Bailey,  319, 
and  other  witness.es,  your  committee  regard  as  the  most  lamen- 
table, as  well  as  the  most  potent  cause  of  the  crimes,  and  out- 
rages and  frauds,  which  were  perpetrated  on  the  day  .of  the 
last  election  in  Baltimore,  nor  would  there  be  any  hope  for 
the  redemption  of  the  city,  from  the  degradation  into  which 
she  has  been  plunged  by  bands  of  rowdies  and  corrupt  offi- 
cials, but  for  the  remedial  laws  which  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  has  at  this  session,  passed  for  her  relief. 

Your  committee  have  thus  reviewed  the  law  and  the  facts 
applicable  to  this  contest,  so  far  as  our  other  labors  and  the 
short  time  allowed  us  by  the  constitution,  would  permit;  and  we 
think  it  indisputable,  that  the  freedom  of  the  election  was 
violated,  to  such  a  degree  in  nineteen  wards  of  the  city — in 
all  except  the  eighth, — that  the  so-called  election  of  the  2d  of 
November  last,  is  an  utter  and  complete  nullity.  Upon  this 
ground  alone,  and  without  reference  to  other  points  raised  in 
the  memorial,  your  committer  are  of  opinion,  that  in  the  said 
nineteen  wards,  there  cannot  be  said  to  have  been^  either  in 
the  legal,  equitable  or  moral  Sense  of  the  term,  any  election 
whatever,  ;    ' 
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In  (he  ei<]:htli  ward  according  to  tho^.allegations  and  proofs 
in  tills  contest,  there  was  a  liiir  and  peaceable  election.  So 
far  as  your  committee  are  aware,  the  sitting  members  have 
not  denied  the  fact,  nor  have  they  jjroduced  any  proof  to  the 
contrary,  and  the  ojily  remaining  (|uc.stion  is  whether  upon 
the  vote  of  the  eight li  ward,  a  majority  of  more  than  1400 
votes  having  been  cast  for  the  contestants,  they  (the  contes- 
tants,) are  entitled  to  the  seats  of  the  sitting  members. 
Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  so  entitled. 
The  law  as  before  stated,  is  that  a  riot  or  tumult,  or  a  dis- 
play of  numerical  strengtli  accompanied  with  threats^,  even 
though  no  actual  violence  takes  place,  or  conduct  of  parties 
engaged  being  such  as  to  strike  terror  into  the  mind  of  a 
man  of  ordinary  firmness,  and  deter  him  from  proceeding  to 
the  poll,  the  election  will  be  held  not  to  be  free,  and  will  be 
declared  void.— (Com.  Jour.,  IX.,  (i31  ;  Hey.,  546.)  ''And 
where  the  proceedings  at  an  election  are  interrupted  by  riots, 
the  election  will  be  held  void  without  reference  to  the  num- 
ber of  votes  affected  thereby." — (Rog.  on  Elec,  243.) 

A  strict  and  rigid  construction  of  the  law,  Avhich  pro- 
nounces all  elections  void  where  riot  prevails  to  the  extent 
therein  stated,  would  perhaps  justify  us  in  pronouncing  the 
election  at  every  poll  except  in  the  eighth  -ward  to  be  void, 
and  therefore  as  a  natural  and  inevitable  consequence  that 
the  votes  polled  at  the  eighth  ward,  where  the  contestants 
received  a  large  majority,  are  alone  entitled  to  be  counted, 
and  as  a  further  consequence  that  the  contestants  should  be 
declared  elected,  but,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  in 
this  particular  and  anomalous  case,  such  a  construction  is  not 
justifiable.  The  vote  at  the  eighth  ward  is  but  a  small 
fractional  part  of  the  entire  vote  of  the  cit}'' — perhajis  one 
twelfth,  and  it  would,  to  say  the  least,  be  impolitic  to  estab- 
lish a  precedent,  by  which  the  city  of  Baltimore,  or  any 
county,  should  be  represented  in  either  branch  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  hy  persons  receiving  so  small  a  number  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  entitled  to  be  cast. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  from  a  studied 
and  well  digested  review  of  the  law  and  flicts  of  this  con- 
test, that  there  was  no  election  whatever  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more on  the  2nd  of  November  last,  and  therefore  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that  there  was 
such  tumult,  riot,  intimidation,  fraud  and  injustice  in  the 
election  of  delegates  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  2nd 
of  November  last,  in  contempt  of  law,  and  in  violation  of  the 


freedom  of  elections,  that  the  said  election  is  roid  and  that 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  issue  his  warrant  for 
the  election  of  ten  Delegates  to  represent  Baltimore  city  in 
the  present  G-eneral  Assembly  on  Saturday,  the  10th  day  of 
March  next. 

GEOEG-E  FREANER,  Chairman, 

J.  H.  GORDON, 

GEO.  H.  MORGAN, 

G.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

G.  A.  HARDING. 


R  E  P  0  K  T 

IN   THB  CASE   OF  KERR   VS.    GAITHBR. 


In  tlie  case  of  R.  J.  Kerr  vs.  Thomas  B.  Gaitber,  in  -whicli 
tlie  claim  of  said  Gaither  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  City  of  Ballimore,  is  contested,  your  committee 
beg  leave  further  to  report : 

The  memorial  charges  substantially — 1st.  That  by  means 
of  fraud,  intimidation  and  ^'iolence  of  the  most  aggravated 
character,  there  -was  no  fair  or  free  expression  of  popular  will 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2d  of  November  last,  excejDt 
in  the  eighth  and  partially  in  the  twelfth  ward. 

2d.  That  early  in  the  day  the  polls  were  seized  by  bands  of 
armed  and  desperate  men,  who  prevented  persons,  by  violence 
and  intimidation,  from  voting  for  the  memorialist,  and  caused 
large  numbers  of  illegal  votes  to  be  given  and  received  for 
said  Gaither. 

3d.  That  the  number  of  votes  excluded  by  actual  violence, 
though  in  itself  large,  was  small  in  comparison  with  that  of 
citizens  who,  from  public  threats  and  other  public  demonstra- 
tions in  advance,  on  the  part  of  the  supporters  of  said  Gaither, 
entertained  well-founded  apprehensions  of  danger  to  life  and 
limb,  from  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  vote  for  tlie  memo- 
rialist and  others  ujjon  the  same  ticket  with  him, 

4th.  That  the  memorialist  is  entitled  to  be  declared  elected 
to  said  office,  because  of  the  fair  and  peaceable  election  in  the 
eighth,  and  partially  lair  and  peaceable  election  in  the  twelfth 
wards — in  each  of  which,  he  received  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  ;  but  if  the  House  should  not  so  declare,  the  memorialist 
charges  that  the  claim  of  the  said  Gaither  cannot  be  main- 
tained, and  asks  that  a  new  election  be  ordered. 
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In  tlie  investigation  of  tlie  matters  set  forth  in  the  memo- 
rial, your  committee  thought  proper  to  restrict  their  inquiries 
to  the  single  fact,  as  to  whether  there  was,  in  legal  contem- 
plation, an  election  or  not  in  Baltimore,  on  the  second  of  No- 
vember last.  ''  A  scrutiny  of  the  polls  "  was  deemed  utterly 
impracticable,  because  the  time  of  the  session,  as  allowed  by 
the  Constitution,  would  not  permit  it.  Such  a  course  would 
have  involved  the  separate  examination  of  every  individual 
voter  whose  name  is  recorded  on  the  poll  lists.  In  the  early 
period  of  the  investigation,  your  committee  was  satisfied  that 
a  prima  facie  case  of  "violence"  of  such  extraordinary  mag- 
nitude and  preconcertion  had  been  made  out  by  the  testimony 
of  the  contestant,  as  would  vitiate  the  entire  election  ;  we, 
therefore,  determined  to  hear  no  testimony  on  the  part  of  the 
incumbent  except  such  as  would  tend  to  refute  the  charge  of 
violence,  from  which  all  other  charges  specified  in  the  memo- 
rial flow,  as  corollaries.  If  this  charge  be  sustained,  it 
would  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  declare  the  election  void. 

The  law,  as  already  stated  by  your  committee  in  a  previous 
report  is  as  follows  : 

"  That  whenever  there  has  been  an  interruption  of  the  pro- 
ceedings by  riot  and  tumult,  notwithstanding  the  returning 
oflacer  has  been  able  to  continue  and  finish  the  poll,  and  to 
comply  with  the  exigency  of  the  writ,  by  the  return  of  mem- 
bers, the  election  has  been  holden  totally  void." — (Idem,  p. 
125.)  For  this  cause  the  elections  for  Pontefract,  28th  May, 
1624,  were  declared  void,  (1  Jour.,  797  ;)  SouthwarJc,  10th 
December,  1702,  (14  Jour.,  24;)  Coventry,  5th  February, 
1706,(15  Jour.,  278;)  Westminster,  6th  November,  1722, 
(20  Jour.,  53  ;)  Coventry,  20th  November,  1722,  and  Gush- 
ing, Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative  Assemblies,  p.  68.  "A 
riot  may  proceed  by  actual  force  or  violence,  or  by  a  display 
of  numerical  strength,  accompanied  with  threats,  and,  though 
no  actual  violence  takes  place,  yet  if  the  conduct  of  the  par- 
ties engaged  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  strike  terror  into  the 
mind  of  a  man  of  ordinary  firmness,  and  to  deter  him  from 
proceeding  to  the  poll,  the  election  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
free." — Gushing  on  Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative  Assem- 
blies, p.  68. 

Yet  it  seems  necessary  to  the  existence  of  such -a  riot  as  will 
avoid  an  election,  that  it  should  be  founded  on  system,  or  at 
least  upon  premeditation  ;  for  a  casual  affray  or  an  incidental 
disturbance,  without  any  intention  of  overawing  or  intimi- 
idating  the  electors,  cannot  be  considered  as  affecting  the 
freedom  of  elections. — (Rog.  on-Elec,  242  ;  Trigg  vs.  Preston, 
Gont.  Elec,  78.)— Gushing,  p.  68. 
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The  only  question  left  for  your  committee  and  for  this 
House  to  pass  upon  is,  whether  there  was  such  violence  gen- 
erally throu<]:;hout  the  city  as  would  vitiate  the  election.  A 
formal  review  and  digest  of  the  facts  embraced  in  the  testi- 
mony produced  by  the  contestant  having  already  been  mado 
in  a  previous  report,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  thereto, 
and  to  re-affirm  the  positions  therein  taken. 

In  this  case,  however,  there  was  a  considerable  number  of 
witnesses  examined  from  nearly  all  the  wards  by  the  claim- 
ant, (Mr.  Gaither,)  to  disprove  the  allegation  of  violence,  but 
your  comliiittee  are  of  opinion  that  this  testimony  falls  far 
short  of  the  object  for  which  it  was  introduced. 

It  has  several  leading  features  : 

1st.  It  is  very  general  in  its  character.  It  proves  nothing  ; 
it  disproves  nothing.  If  we  had  been  examining  into  the 
reputation  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  for  peace  and  quiet  on 
days  of  election,  and  especially  on  the  2d  of  November  last, 
the  testimony  would  have  been  pertinent ;  but  as  it  stands,  it 
establishes  nothing  except  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  witnesses  the  election  was  peaceable  and  quiet.  Many 
of  them  were  but  a  few  minutes  at  the  polls ;  others  were 
judges  and  clerks  of  election,  whose  observation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day  were  chiefly  confined  to  matters  which 
transpired  in  the  room  and  immediately  before  the  window. 

2d.  It  is  purely  negative.  Negative  testimony,  except 
when  it  serves  to  contradict,  either  expressly  or  by  implica- 
tion, that  which  has  been  positively  proved,  is  of  little  or  no 
avail.  Of  the  numerous  assaults  proved  in  every  ward  except 
the  eighth,  the  witnesses  saw  scarcely  anything.  They  give 
no  details,  excej)t  in  a  few  worthy  instances,  aud  in  these  in- 
stances, it  is  noticeable  that  the  facts  detailed  confirm  the 
testimony  of  the  contestants. 

3d.  It  is  comparative.  All  of  the  witnesses  were  asked  the 
general  question  by  the  counsel  for  the  claimant,  whether  the 
election  was  not  in  their  opinion  as  quiet  as  elections  gen- 
erally are  in  Baltimore  city,  and  they  uniformly  answered  in 
the  affirmative.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  riots 
and  disgraceful  scenes  of  violence  and  fraud  which  have 
marked  elections  in  this  city  for  years  past,  under  the  domi- 
nance of  difi'erent  political  parties,  is  no  excuse  or  justifica- 
tion of  the  tumultuous  and  sanguinary  riots  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember last.  It  matters  not  how  long  such  an  odious  social 
and  political  excrescence  may  have  existed,  its  prevalence  has 
been  detected  and  proved  beyond  controversy,  and  it  is  due  to 
public  justice  and  morality,  and  to  the  peace  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  interests  of  Baltimore  city,  that  it  be  stopped. 
Your  committee  affirm  that  there  i«  nothing  in  the  testi- 
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mony,  or  in  the  character  of  the  testimony  submitted  to  us 
by  the  claimant,  to  refute  or  destroy  the  prima  facie  evidence 
of  systematic  and  preconcerted  violence  raised  by  the  testi- 
mony of  the  contestant,  and  which,  in  law,  is  sufficieut  to 
justify  the  declaration  that  there  was  no  election. 

If  anything  were  wanting,  however,  to  show  completely 
the  character  of  the  proceedings  on  the  day  of  election,  it  can 
be  found  in  the  memorials  of  nine  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twelve  voters  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  formally  contesting 
the  claims  of  all  persons  returned  as  elected  on  the  second  of 
November  last.  These  memorials  were  presented  to  the 
House  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  have  been  au- 
thenticated beyond  question.  The  following  tabular  state- 
ment will  show  the  number  of  memorialists  ;  the  number 
who  voted ;  the  number  who  were  prevented  from  voting  by 
intimidation  ;  the  number  who  were  prevented  from  voting 
by  actual  violence  to  their  persons,  and  the  number  who  did 
not  vote  from  reasons  unassigned  : 
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[Remarks. — In  the  memorials  which  were  presented  for 
signatures,  there  were  no  columns  ruled  in  wliich  reasons 
might  be  recorded  for  not  voting  other  than  actual  violence 
and  intimidation.  Hence,  those  who  did  not  vote  for  either 
of  these  reasons  are  placed  in  the  last  column  of  the  foregoing 
table.  The  parties,  however,  who  presented  the  memorials 
for  signatures  reported  to  the  contesting  committee  that  this 
portion  of  the  memorialists,  in  general,  verbally  assigned  as 
their  reason  for  not  voting,  that  the  election  was  a  mere  farce 
or  mockery,  and  that  the  exercise  of  their  elective-right 
would  be  of  no  avail  in  the  face  of  the  fraud  and  violence  per- 
petrated on  the  day  of  the  election.] 
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These  memorialists  comprise  nearly  one-half  of  the  vote  of 
the  city.  Three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
persons  did  not  vote  because  of  intimidation,  eleven  hundred 
and  thirty  were  actually  beaten  from  the  polls,  and  fourteen 
hundred  did  not  vote  from  reasons  unassigned.  Sucli  a  com- 
plete and  thorough  disfranchisement  of  so  great  a  proportion 
of  tke  votes  of  a  municipality  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
our  country,  and  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee  calls 
loudly  for  the  interposition  of  this  House.  It  raises  the  start- 
ling question,  whether  freedom  of  election,  the  right  of  bal- 
lot, so  fully  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of 
the  State,  is  to  be  regarded,  or  whether  mob  violence  is  to 
prevail ;  whether  good  and  virtuous  citizens  are  to  surrender 
their  dearest  social  and  political  rights  to  the  self-constituted 
tyranny  of  the  vicious  and  depraved.  Of  such  a  question, 
raised  by  the  most  indubitable  testimony,  there  can  be  but 
one  solution.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  to  the  people  of 
the  State  whose  representatives  we  are,  to  say,  that  the  good 
and  virtuous  shall  be  protected  in  the  exercise  of  their  high- 
est civil  and  political  functions,  and  that  the  vicious  and  de- 
praved shall  be  put  down  in  their  attempted  assertion  of  vio- 
lence and  fraud. 

The  same  reasons  and  the  same  law  whicb  guided  your 
committee  in  a  former  case  to  declare  there  was  no  election  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  influences  them  in  the  present  one,  and 
we  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  House  that  there  was 
such  tumult,  disorder,  riot,  intimidation  and  injustice  in  the 
election  of  a  clerk  of  the  Circuit  court  for  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  second  of  November  last,  in  contempt  of  law 
and  in  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections,  that  the  said  elec- 
tion is  void,  and  the  said  office  is  hereby  declared  vacant. 

GEO.  FREANEK,  Chairman, 
J.  H.  GORDON, 
G.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
.     C.  A.  HARDING, 
G.  H,  MORGAN. 


REPOBT 

IN   THE   CASE   OF   JARRETT   VS.    PURNELL. 


The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  A.  L.  Jarrett,  contesting  the  right  of  Wm.  H. 
Purnell  to  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

The  memorial  charges,  substantially — 

1st,  That  at  the  election  held  on  the  2d  of  November,  A. 
D.  1859,  for  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  the  memorialist  received  thirty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eleven  votes,  and  that  Wm.  H.  Purnell  received 
forty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  two  votes. 

2d.  That  in  the  several  counties,  excluding  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, the  memorialist  received  thirty-three  thousand  and 
seventy-six  votes,  and  the  said  Purnell  thirty  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-four  votes  ;  and  that,  of  the  votes  so  re- 
turned and  professing  to  have  been  cast  in  the  said  city,  the 
memorialist  received  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  and  the  said  Purnell  eighteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

3d.  That  the  election  in  Baltimore  was  illegal  and  Iraudu- 
lent,  and  the  votes  cast  not  entitled  to  be  counted  ;  that  many 
persons  were  permitted  to  vote  for  said  Purnell  wIjo  were  not 
entitled  to  vote,  and  that  many  were  prevented  from  voting 
for  the  memorialist  by  intimidation  and  violence  ;  that  many 
persons  voted  fur  said  Purnell  many  times  in  many  wards  ; 
that  the  memorialist  received  a  large  majority  of  the  legal 
votes  cast  for  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  is, 
therefore,  duly  elected  to  said  office. 

In  this  case,  as  in  that  of  Kerr  vs.  Gaither,  your  committee 
determined  to  limit  the  investigation  to  the  question,  as  to 
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whether  there  was  an  election  in  Baltimore  city  On  the  2d  of 
November  last.  The  testimony  produced  by  the  contestant 
raised  such  a  prima  facie  case  of  violence  and  fraud  as  would 
entirely  vitiate  the  election,  and,  therefore,  all  offers  on  the 
part  of  the  claimant  to  scrutinize  the  polls — to  produce  wit- 
nesses who  voted  the  Eeform  ticket  with  his  name  on  it — to 
inquire  into  the  peace  and  fairness  of  the  election  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  were  overruled,  because  your  committee  were 
satisfied  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  which 
prompted  such  offers  or  demands,  the  short  period  of  the  ses- 
sion Avould  not  permit  an  investigation  of  such  extent  and 
labor  ;  and,  also,  because  the  contestant,  by  his  counsel,  ad- 
mitted that  if  the  committee  should  find  that  there  was  a  fair 
election  in  Baltimore  city,  he  would  make  no  claim  to  the 
office.  The  Constitution  adjourns  this  House  on  the  10th  of 
March,  and  the  Act  of  1853,  chap.  244,  makes  it  our  impera- 
tive duty  to  pass  upon  all  contests  of  the  office  of  Comptroller. 
If,  therefore,  your  committee  proceeded  with  any  seemm^  haste 
or  rigor,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  not 
of  the  committee  or  this  House. 

The  same  testimony  was  submitted  to  us  in  this  case  as  in 
that  of  Kerr  vs.  Gaither,  of  which  a  report  upon  the  law  and 
facts  has  already  been  made.  Your  committee  beg  leave  to 
reaffirm  the  jDOsitions  therein  taken. 

This  contest  is  distinguished,  however,  from  the  former,  by 
the  important  fact  that  in  the  election  of  the  Comptroller  all 
the  voters  of  the  State  participated,  and,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  committee,  the  only  question  is  whether  the  contestant, 
having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  outside  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  is  thereby  elected  and  entitled  to  the  office. 

Having  already  declared  in  two  previous  cases  that  there 
was  no  election  in  Baltimore  city  on  the  2d  of  November  last, 
it  follows  as  a  necessary  and  inevitable  consequence  that  the 
vote  of  the  city  is  not  entitled  to  be  counted,  and  if  it  is  not 
so  entitled  to  be  counted  the  contestant  stands  with  a  major- 
ity in  his  favor  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two 
votes.  Omitting  the  vote  of  the  city  from  the  count,  and 
the  contestant  standing  with  this  majority  of  the  fair  and  legal 
votes  in  his  favor,  your  committee  are  impelled  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  claimant  (Wm.-H.  Piirnell)  has  not  been  legally 
elected  to  the  office  of  Comptroller,  and  that  he  does  not  now 
rightfully  hold  the  same,  and  further  that  the  contestant  (A. 
L.  Jarrett)  has  been  legally  elected  to  said  office,  and  that  he 
is  rightfully  entitled  to  the'sapae. 

To  legislate  one  man  out  of  office  and  another  in,  is  a  very 
grave  and  responsible  exercise  of  constitutional  power,  but  its 
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g^Tfirlty  »nd  reBponsibllity  iliould  be  no  oLjcction  to  its  cxcr- 
cifle  when  the  right  and  justice  of  a  contt'st  is  clearly  ascer- 
tained and  demands  it. 

The  entire  vote  of  the  State  for  Comptroller  was  eighty-sev- 
en thousand  one  hundred  and  thirteen.  The  vote  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore  was  twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-three,  which  is  more  than  one  fourth  and  less  than  one 
third  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  which  were  cast  at  the 
election.  It  will  therefore  be  observed  that  we  declare  the 
right  of  the  contestant  to  the  office,  upon  a  fair  count  of  nearly 
three-fourths  of  the  entire  vote  cast. 

The  law  of  the  case  is  plain.  Although  fully  laid  down 
in  two  previous  reports,  we  again  repeat  it : 

As  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  (A.  D.  12Y5.)  it  was  or- 
dained ''Because  elections  ought  to  be  free,  the  King  com- 
mandeth,  upon  great  forfeiture  that  no  man  by  force  ot  arms, 
nor  by  malice  or  menacing,  shall  distuib  any  to  make  free 
election;"  and  from  that  early  day  to  the  ])resent,  "When 
the  freedom  of  election  has  been  violated  by  riots,  the  election 
has  been  uniformly  set  aside,  notwithstanding  the  returning 
officer  has  been  able  to  continue  and  finish  the  poll,  and  to 
comply  with  the  exigency  of  the  writ  by  the  return  of  mem- 
bers." (Hevwood,  Law  of  County  Elections,  582  ;  Male  on 
Elections,  125.) 

It  matters  not,  under  the  rule,  whether  the  votes  effected 
by  the  riot  and  violence  be  many  or  few,  if  there  be  "actual 
force  or  violence,  or  a  display  of  numerical  strength,  accom- 
panied with  threats,  and  the  conduct  of  the  parties  engaged 
is  of  such  a  character  as  to  strike  terror  into  the  minds  of  a 
man  of  ordinary  firmness,  the  election  will  be  held  absolutely 
void,  without  reference  to  the  number  of  voters  therebj^  af- 
fected." (Cushing,  sees.  181;  183,  185.)  The  reason  of  this 
is  two-fold ;  in  the  first  place,  it  is  an  utter  impossibility  to 
define  the  limits  of  the  fear  which  a  riot  has  engendered. 
No  man  "speaking  oi  his  oicn  conduct,  can  tell  how  i'ar  fear 
may  have  influenced  it,"  and  much  less  can  the  extent  of  the 
influence  of  the  contagion  of  a  public  panic  be  ascertained. 
But  in  the  next  place,  the  violation  of  the  I'recdom  of  choice 
vitiates  every  election,  and  the  "freedom  of  election  is  as  much 
violated  by  the  intimidation  and  coercion  of  the  minority  as 
of  the  majority."     (Rogers  on  Elections,  240.) 

The   very   word   election  implies   choice,   preference,   and 
where  those  who  have  the  right  to  choose,  and  the  will  to  ex- 
ercise that   right,  are  prevented  or  deterred  from  its  exercise 
there  can  be  no  election    *'The  causes  of  avoiding  an  election 
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are  all  Ijut  corollaries  flowing  from  one  great  principle   *that 

elections  should  be  free.'  "  Upon  the  preservation  of  this  vital 
principle,  not  only  the  prosperity,  but  the  very  existence  of 
the  State,  as  a  free  State,  depends.  The  violation  of  tliis, 
even  in  the  earliest  days  of  representation,  called  forth  the 
spirited,  though  feeble,  voice  of  tlie  people  who  stamped  upon 
record  this  maxim,  "That  elections  should  he  free."  Male  on 
Elections,  359.) 

The  law  is,  that  at  any  election  where  the  violence  and  in- 
timidation is  so  great  as  to  strike  terror  into  the  mind  of  a 
man  of  ordinary  firmness,  the  election  will  be  held  absolutely 
void,  icithout  reference  to  the  numher  of  votes  thtrehy  affected. 
As  your  committee  observed  in  a  previous  report,  a  rigorous 
construction  of  the  law  would  perhaps  have  compelled  the 
House  to  admit  the  contesting  delegates  from  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore upon  the  vote  of  the  eighth  ward,  where  peace  and 
quiet  and  fair  voting  reigned  ;  but  the  vote  of  the  eighth  Avard 
being  so  largely  the  minority  vote  of  the  city,  it  was  deemed 
both  unjust  and  unsafe  to  establish  such  a  precedent. 

Your  committee  would  not  be  understood  as  interpreting 
the  law  in  the  last  mentioned  case,  or  any  other,  so  as  to  make 
the  admission  or  rejection  of  contestants  to  depend  upon  the 
fact  of  a  minority  or  majority  of  the  votes  being  left  after  the 
expurgation  of  violence,  but  simply  as  exempting  the  pre- 
vious cases  from  the  rigor  of  the  law,  because  of  their  anoma- 
lous, peculiar  and  unprecedented  character. 

In  this  case,  the  facts  reverse  the  position  of  contestant  and 
claimant.  The  contestant  has  received,  exclusive  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  a  majority  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-two  votes  of  all  those  entitled  to  participate  in  the 
election.  It  was  an  election  in  which  all  the  voters  of  the 
State  cast  their  ballots,  and  was  not  confined,  as  the  two  pre 
vious  cases,  to  the  municipality  of  Baltimore. 

Your  committee  cannot  conceive  that  the  whole  people  of 
the  State  should  be  deprived  of  their  choice — their  fair  and 
legal  choice — because  Baltimore  city  or  any  other  considera- 
ble or  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  State  should  present  itself 
in  such  an  attitude  of  violence  and  atrocious  wrong,  on  the 
day  of  election,  as  to  vitiate  its  own  act  and  preference.  If 
such  a  principle  were  asserted  and  carried  to  its  logical  con- 
sequences, the  city  of  Baltimore,  or  any  fractional  part  of  the 
State,  no  matter  how  small,  might  defeat  at  any  time  the 
•wish  and  choice  of  the  majority,  by  riot  and  disorder.  Other 
consequences  of  an  equally  grave  and  deleterious  character 
might  occur  from  so  important  a  modification  of  the  law  of 
elections  as  it  has  been  Landed  down  to  us  from  remote  times. 
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Tour  committee,  realizing  the  full  extent  of  the  responsi- 
bility resting^  upon  them  and  this  House  in  the  determination 
of  this  contest,  submit  tlie  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  by  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  That  it 
ap])cars  to  this  House  that  there  was  such  tumult,  riot,  in- 
timidation, fraud  and  injustice  at  the  election  held  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore  on  the  2d  of  November  last,  in  contempt  of  law 
and  in  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections,  that  the  said 
election,  so  far  as  the  said  city  is  concerned,  is  void,  and  that  A. 
Lingan  Jarrett,  having  received  a  majority  of  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-two  of  the  legal  votes  cast  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  on  the  said  2d  of  November,  for  the  office 
of  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  be 
and  he  is  hereby  declared  elected  to  said  office. 

GEO.  FREANER, 

Ch'n  Com.  on  Elections  ; 
C.  A.  HARDING, 
G.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
J.  H.  GORDON, 
GEO.  H.  MORGAN. 


[Document  W.] 
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MINORITY  REPORT 


Of   THB 


COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTIONS, 


MADE 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 


March  2i>,  1860. 


REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  the  only  two  Opposition  members  of 
the  seven  composing  the  committee  on  Elections,  beg  leave 
to  present  a  Minority  Eeport  from  that  committee  in  reference 
to  tlie  contested  election  case  of  Jarrett  vs.  Purnell. 

The  memorial  of  Mr,  Jarrett.  contains  these  assertions: 

1st.  That  the  election  in  Baltimore  was  illegal  and  fraudu- 
lent, and  that  the  votes  cast  at  that  election  should  not  have 
been  counted,  and  that  in  fact  no  election  was  held  in  said 
city. 

2nd.  That  many  illegal  votes  were  cast  at  that  election  for 
Mr.  Purnell. 

ord.  That  many  legal  voters  who  desired  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Jarrett  w^ere  prevented  from  voting  for  him  by  fear  of  vio- 
lenoe,  or  through  intimidation,  and  by  actual  violence. 

4th.  That  the  judges  who  presided  at  the  election  were  not 
legally  appointed. 

And  he  claims  that  having  received  a  majority  of  the  legal 
votes  in  the  rest  of  the  State,  cast  at  the  said  general  election, 
he  is  entitled  to  be  declared  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Purnell  presented  his  counter  memorial  or  answer, 
Avhich  the  undersigned  append  to  this  report,  as  disclosing 
the  grounds  of  defence  taken  by  him. 

This  memorial  and  counter  memorial  constitute  all  that 
was  referred  to  the  committee  in  connection  with  this  case. 
There  has  been  no  memorial  or  remonstrance  from  other  per- 
sons denying  the  right  of  Mr.  Purnell  to  hold  his  office,  neith- 
er his  name  nor  office  being  embraced  in  any  of  the  remon- 


strances  from  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  heretofore  presented  to 
the  Legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  election  in  that  city. 

The  Constitution  makes  no  particular  provision  for  the 
trial  of  a  contested  election  for  Comptroller  but  authorises  the 
Legislature  to  make  provision  for  all  cases  of  elections  not 
therein  provided  for.  In  accordance  Avith  this  section  the  act 
of  1853,  cli.  244,  declares  that  all  contested  elections  for  Comp- 
troller shall  be  decided  by  the  House  of  Delegates  ;  and  by 
the  order  of  the  House  this  case  is  referred  to  the  committee 
on  elections. 

Before  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  the  House 
of  Delegates  in  deciding  upon  the  qualifications  of  their  own 
-nembers,  were  restrained  by  no  law  but  the  "law  parliamen- 
tary," which  they  possessed  the  inherent  right  to  decide 
to  suit  their  own  views  ;  and  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  the 
present  constitution  restrained  this  power  by  declaring  that 
such  decision  sha,ll  be  made  "subject  to  the  laws  of  the  State." 
A  book  of  authority  produced  before  the  committee  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  contestant  asserts  that  "the  same  general  rules  by 
which  courts  of  law  are  governed  in  regard  to  the  evidence  in 
proceedings  before  them,  prevail  in  cases  of  controverted 
elections,"  (Cushing  Sec.  211.)  If  this  be  true  of  election 
contests  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  where  it  is  exer- 
cising original  jurisdiction  with  no  other  limitation  than  its 
own  self  imposed  construction  of  its  powers,  it  should  surely 
apply  with  greater  strictness  in  Maryland,  where  the  Consti- 
tution itself  has  distinctly  limited  the  powers  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  determining  upon  the  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers: and  especially  should  this  rule  be  strictly  applied  in  an 
exceptional  case  like  the  present,  which  is  referred  to  the 
House  of  Delegates  under  an  act  of  Assembly  that  might  bo 
repealled  at  any  session  of  the  Legislature. 

Without  the  slightest  intention  of  imputing  improper  mo- 
tives to  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  with  the  most  per- 
fect respect  for  their  integrity,  the  undersigned  must  de- 
clare that  they  regard  the  course  of  the  majority  during  this 
investigation,  as  at  variance  in  many  respects  with  all  the 
settled  rules  of  procedure  in  such  cases.  Tlieir  first  ruling 
was,  that  this  case  should  be  taken  up  and  considered  with 
that  ot  Kerr  vs.  Gaither  ;  although  the  one  was  a  case  con- 
fined to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  other  of  an  election 
co-extension  with  the  State  ;  a  ruling  adopted  against  the 
protest  of  both  Messrs.  G-aither  andParnell. 

Mr.  Jarrett  commenced  liis  evidence  by  offering  a  printed 
book  purporting  to  contain  the  depositions  of  sundry  witness- 
es taken  by  Messrs.  Denmead  and  others,  contesting  the  seats 
of  Messrs.  Kraift  and  others  iii  the  House  of  Delegates,    and 


proposed  to  recall  some  of  these  witnesses,  and  after  re-swear- 
iui^  them,  to  exaniino  them  as  to  the  carrecLnes;s  oi"  tlu;Ir  for- 
mer evidence.  To  the  production  of  this  hook,  and  its  use  in  tlio 
mode  ])roposed,  ^Ir.  Purnell  ohjected,  and  in  our  judgment 
the  ohjection  should  have  heen  sustained.  But  it  was  over- 
ruled hy  a  majority  of  the  committee,  and  witness  after  wit- 
ness was  hrou<:;ht  upon  tlie  stand,  and  in  two  sentences  of  as- 
sent couched  in  a  few  monosyllahles,  wliole  pages  of  testimo- 
ny, as  printed  in  the  hook  were  received  in  evidence  against 
Mr.  Purnell.  It  seems  clear  to  tlie  undersigned  that  this 
mode  of  procedure  was  inconsistent  with  all  "the  general 
rules  hy  which  courts  of  law  are  governed  in  regard  to  evi- 
dence in  proceedings  hefore  them."  The  testimony  was  not 
taken  originally  hy  ]Mr.  Jarrett,  nor  against  Mr.  Purnell,  hut 
was  as  to  him,  ex^jar^e.  Xo  notice  was  ever  given  to  him 
that  it  was  to  he  used  against  him,  so  that  he  miglit  have 
been  present  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses  or  contradict 
their  statements.  There  is  no  act  of  assembly  givingauthori- 
ty  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  take  testimony  to  he  used  in  a 
case  of  a  contested  election  for  Comptroller,  and  tlierefore 
such  evidence  can  no  more  be  admitted  in  this  case,  than  it 
could  have  been  in  the  case  of  Delegates,  if  the  a,ct  of  assem- 
bly of  1844,  ch.  284,  had  not  been  passed.  If  that  act  were 
not  in  existence  it  could  not  be  pretended  that  the  contestants 
of  the  seats  in  the  House  of  Delegates  could  have  used  this 
testimony  before  the  committee.  And  yet  is  was  admitted 
against  Mr.  Purnell  in  the  entire  absence  of  any  law  authoris- 
insf  it  to  be  taken  or  used  at^ainst  him.  If  in  the  most  insig- 
niiicant  case,  a  citizen'  is  entitled  to  be  confronted  with  tlie 
witnesses  against  him,  it  seems  strange  that  in  this  impor- 
tant contest  such  safeguards  may  be  set  aside,  and  testimony, 
taken  without  notice  to  the  men  whose  rights  are  to  be  affect- 
ed by  it,  may  be  admitted  as  if  regular  and  competent  in 
every  respect.  That  testimony  taken  ex  ]parte  cannot  be  con- 
sidered by  the  committee  in  an  election  case,  is  well  estab- 
lished.    :/:  paulding  vs.  Mead,  Clarke  &  tiall,  p.  157. 

The  verification  of  these  depositions  by  the  deponents  doe^ 
not  remove  the  objection  to  their  competency.  In  our  opin- 
ion it  is  no  more  admissible  to  attempt  to  verify  these  deposi- 
tions in  the  mode  ado])ted  by  the  committee,  than  to  verify 
depositions  made  by  entire  strangers,  or  articles  in  a  news- 
paper, hy  asking  the  witnesses  to  read  the  article  and  state 
whether  its  contents  are  true.  The  objection  was  insisted 
upon  by  Mr.  Purnell's  counsel,  who  contended  that  no  au- 
thority could  be  produced  in  support  of  so  singular  a  pro- 
ceeding ;  and  none  was  produced  before  the  Committee^  and 
we   trust,  for  the    sake  of  justice,  that  none  such  can  ba 


6 

found.  On  the  contrary,  we  believe  that  no  court  of  justice 
would  allow  a  v.'itne.s.s,  when  brought  upon  the  stand,  to  pro- 
duce a  written  or  printed  narrative,  previously  prepared,  ex 
parte,  and  give  it  in  evidence  as  his  testimony  in  the  case. 
One  of  the  witnesses  for  the  defence  was  the  local  editor  of  a 
Baltimore  nev/spaper.  Would  it  have  been  tolerated  in  this 
witness  to  produce  his  own  editorial  account  of  the  election  in 
Baltimore  published  at  the  time,  and  upon  his  swearing  to 
the  correctness  of  its  statement,  to  deliver  it  to  the  committee 
as  competent  evidence  ?  All  the  benefit  of  that  most  effica- 
cious test  of  truth,  a  cross-examination,  is  virtually  denied  by 
this  disregard  of  the  immemorial  forms  of  law,  exhibited  in 
this  case,  as  we  believe,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
legal  investigation.  No  sufficient  reason  was  assigned  for 
thus  departing  from  established  forms.  The  averment  that 
the  limited  time  allowed  the  committee  for  this  investigation 
would  not  permit  the  examination  to  proceed  in  the  usual 
manner,  proved  to  be  as  incorrect  as  it  was  illogical.  Mr. 
Gaither  examined  a  large  number  of  witnesses  at  four  or  five 
sittings  of  the  committee,  thirty  of  them  being  examined  in 
one  day.  All  the  witnesses  produced  by  Mr.  Jarrett  might 
have  been  examined,  by  the  aid  of  the  stenographer,  in  the 
legal  manner,  in  two  days  at  the  farthest ;  and  more  than  two 
weeks  intervened  between  the  first  session  of  the  committee 
and  the  closing  of  his  case  by  Mr.  Jarrett. 

But  even  if  the  apprehensions  of  the  majority  had  proved 
well  founded,  the  want  of  time  to  do  full  justice  by  a  legal 
investigation  was  surely  no  reason  why  the  committee  should 
do  injustice  by  conducting  the  examination  illegally.  If  the 
time  failed  us,  it  was  our  duty  to  report  that  fact  to  the 
House,  and  to  recommend  legislation  to  avoid  such  results  for 
the  future.  A  judge  with  an  overcrowded  docket  would 
hardly  be  justified  in  condemning  the  accused  without  a  legal 
trial,  for  want  of  time  to  give  a  full  hearing.  It  was  no  fault 
of  Mr.  Purnell  that  the  investigation  was  not  commenced 
sooner.  The  House  met  on  the  4th  of  January,  and  the  first 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Jarrett's  me- 
morial was  not  held  until  twenty  days  afterv/ards.  The  law 
is  express  that  '' if  a  petition  is  presented  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  session  that  an  investigation  cannot  conveniently  be 
had. therein,  no  further  proceedings  Vi^ill,  in  general,  be  al- 
lowed to  take  place." — ^Gushing  on  Legislation,"  pp.  '77,  56. 

This  testimony,  besides  being  ex2^cLrte,  was  given,  in  great 
part,  in  reply  to  leading  interrogatories  addressed  to  willing 
witnesses,  and  upon  this  ground  would  have  been  excluded 
by  any  court.  The  examination  of  Edward  Ilorney  furnishes 
an  illustration  of  this.     On  page  13  he  is  asked  how  many 


^rrsons  were  prevented  from  voting;  at  the  1st  ward  polls. 
He  JinswcvH  :  '^  Witness  cannot  say;  but  this  nnich  witness 
can  say,  that  he  does  not  believe  there  were  enouj^h  ))er.son» 
prevented  from  votinf:^  at  the  polls  to  chanpje  the  complexion 
of  the  result  on  the  Hill."  This  seems  plain  cnouf^h  ;  but 
the  witness  is  re-examined  in  chief  n))on  the  foUowiui;  very 
regular  interrogatory  on  page  14:  i.,>.  "Do  1  understand 
correctly  tiiat,  in  answer  to  one  of  the  ({uestions  propounded 
by  Mr.  Krafft,  you  stated  that  tlie  number  of  persons  wlii> 
were  prevented  from  voting  at  the  polls  were  not  suflicient  u> 
change  tlie  result  of  the  vote  ;  you  meant  to  say,  the  numl)er 
of  persons  only  whom  you  sato  attemjjt  to  vote,  and  who  were 
]n-evented  by  violence,  threats  or  intimidation  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  change  the  result?"  Answer.  "That  is  what  T 
meant  to  say." 

This,  taken  from  the  testimony  of  the  first  witness  called, 
is  a  lair  specimen  of  a  great  part  of  the  interrogatories. 

The  testimony  consists,  too,  in  great  part,  of  matters  of 
mere  hearsay,  of  vague  rumors  and  statements  derived  from 
others,  couched  in  language  quite  inconsistent  with  the  illit- 
erate manner  of  some  of  the  witnesses.  For  these  reasons, 
we  believe  that  every  word  of  this  evidence  should  have  been 
ruled  out  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Purnell  declined  to  waive  his  objections  to  the  evi- 
dence by  cross-examining  these  witnesses,  and  the  only  op- 
portunity afforded  the  committee  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to 
the  intelligence  and  honesty  of  the  greater  part  of  them  con- 
sisted in  hearing  them  speak  half  a  dozen  words  in  reply  to 
two  standing  interrogatories. 

In  this  manner,  one  witness  was  examined  from  the  1st, 
2d,  3d,  4th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  11th,  12th,  17th,  19th  and  20th 
wards  in  the  cit}'-  of  Baltimore  respectively  ;  no  witness  from 
the  16th  ;  two  from  the  5th,  10th,  14tli  and  15th  w^ards,  re- 
spectively ;  three  from  the  9th  and  13th  wards,  and/ozir  from 
the  18th  ward — making  thirti/  witnesses  in  all  out  of  the  112 
whose  testimony  is  printed  in  the  book.  It  is  proper  to  re- 
mind the  House,  that  the  only  evidence  in  the  hook  lohich 
they,  tinder  their  oaths,  can  consider  at  all  in  the  determina- 
tion of  this  case,  is  that  of  the  30  tvitnesses  referred  to  above, 
and  that,  for  the  purposes  of  this  case,  the  rest  of  the  book 
can  no  more  be  considered,  than  if  it  were  not  in  existence. 
To  regard  any  testimony  not  taken,  in  this  investigation^ 
would  be  an  outrageous  violation  of  every  principle  of  justice. 
It  is  equally  clear  that  even  if  the  remonstrances  sent  from 
Baltimore  referred  at  all  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Purnell,  (as  they 
do  not,)  being  mere  assertions,  not  under  oath,  and  not  read 
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or  examined  by  the  committee,   it  would  be  the  height    of 
injustice  to  weigh  them  in  this  case  at  all. 

Mr.  Jarrett  afterwards  examined  three  additional  wit- 
nesses, whose  testimony  had  not  been  previously  taken,  and 
their  evidence  is  free  from  many  of  the  objections  applicable 
to  that  in  the  book.  He  then  announced  that  he  had  closed 
his  case. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  all  the  evidence  produced 
by  Mr.  Jarrett  wholly  failed  to  establish  the  averments  of  his 
memorial.  Admitting  it  to  be  legal  and  competent,  and 
making  no  allowance  for  the  repetitions  by  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses of  occurrences  testified  to  by  others,  and  estimating  the 
number  of  persons  kept  from  voting  at  the  largest  number 
certified  to  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  we  submit  that  the 
following  is  a  correct  analysis  of  that  proof : 
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ILLEGAL 
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LEGAL  VOTES 
REJECTED. 

PERSONS 

PREVENTED 

FROM  1 

VOTING. 

1st 

2d 

1 
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1 

1 
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2 

4 
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1 

12 
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61 
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47 
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62 

....Y34 
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The  undersigned  had  seen  ko  mueh  violent  denuneiation  of 
the  i)r(>i'eedin;:;s  at  this  election  in  I'altinioix'  by  portions  oi" 
the  press  in  that  city,  that  it  had  hcconie  almost  a  settled 
conviction  Of"  their  minds  that  everytliinj^  connected  with  it 
was  to  be  condemned  as  a  matter  of  course.  But  they  iiiunil 
themselves  compelled  to  examine,  and  this  House  is  nuw 
called  Uj)(in  to  decide  this  case  under  the  solemn  sanction  of 
an  oath  upon  the  evidence  actually  submitted  to  them  in  lias 
case,  and  not  upon  im})ressions  received  from  these  reiterated 
assertions  of  newspapers,  which  at  this  very  time  are  enga;^ed 
with  e<|ual  bitterness  in  accusing  each  other  oi'  rect.'ivinf;  briberj 
to  promote  frauds  upon  the  public,  and  in  slandering  the 
members  of  this  legislature,  of  all  parties,  as  dishonest  and 
corru])t.  Acting  under  the  solemn  sense  of  duty,  the  under- 
signed have  examined  tliis  evidence  with  reference  totliefour 
grounds  of  complaint  set  forth  in  Mr.  Jarrett's  memorial,  and 
they  confidently  assert  .that  it  does  not  support  either  of  the 
charges. 

1st.  Mr.  Jarrett  does  not  charge  that  riot  prevailed  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  autiiorities  are  clear  that  he  can- 
not give  evidence  of  any  facts  not  set  forth  in  his  memorial. 
Gushing,  p.  oG.  But  waiving  this  and  assuming  that  the 
first  vague  averment  in  his  petition  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
charge  of  riot,  it  is  equally  clear  that  no  riot  will  avoid  an 
election,  '^unless  it  is  show^n  to  have  been  founded  on  system 
or  Q,  premeditaiion."  Gushing,  p.  G8.  Of  this  we  confidently 
assert  there  is  no  proof  to  be  found  in  this  evidence, 

2nd.  The  law  as  to  the  reception  of  illegal  votes  is  plainly 
set  down  in  all  the  books.  In  Gushing  on  Legislative  As- 
semblies, the  authority  so  frequently  quoted  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  it  is  expressed  on  page  72,  in  these  words, 
"an  election  may  be  controverted  on  the  ground  of  the  illegal 
reception  or  illegal  rejection  of  votes  by  the  returning  othcers; 
and  in  such  a  case  if  it  is  proved  that  votes  sujicient  to  change 
the  majority,  have  been  illegally  received  or  illegally  re- 
jected, the  election  will  be  set  aside,  and  the  candidate  having 
tlie  majority  admitted  ;  hut  neither  the  reception  of  illegal,  nor 
the  rejection  of  legal  votes  will  have  this  effect  2inless  the  ma- 
jority is  thereby  affected."  We  suppose  it  will  hardl}''  be 
contended  that  evidence  to  any  such  extent  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Jarrett. 

The  most  extravagant  estimate  made  by  all  the  witnesses 
of  Mr.  Jarrett  as  to  the  number  of  legal  votes  rejected  does 
not  exceed  twenty-five,  and  of  the  illegal- votes  admitted, 
eight  hundred — of  course  no  such  number  could  affect  Mr. 
Puruell's  majority  of  twelve  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three  votes. 
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It  "was  Mr.  Jarrett's  duty  under  this  allegation  to  liave 
gone  into  a  full  scrutiny  of  the  poll,  and  this  without  regard 
to  the  length  of  time  tlie  investigation  miglit  occupy.  The 
delay  would  have  been  no  fault  of  his,  if  his  assertions  should 
prove  to  be  well  founded,  but  of  the  existing  law  in  not  pre- 
scribing some  mode  of  taking  evidence  before  the  beginning 
of  the  session.  But  no  objection  was  ever  made  by  the  com- 
mittee to  Mr.  Jarrett's  entering  upon  the  scrutiny  nor  did  he 
ever  offer  to  do  so. 

Srd.  The  most  liberal  estimate  of  the  number  of  votes, 
shown  by  Mr.  Jarrett's  evidence  to  have  been  deterred  from 
voting  by  fear  or  intimidation  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
and  seventy. 

But  nothing  in  the  law  of  elections  is  better  settled  than 
that  no  sucli  evidence  should  be  received.  The  committee  on 
elections  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  in  the  case  of  Bid- 
die  and  Kichard  vs.  Wing,  (Contested  Elections,  p.  506,)  hold 
this  language,  which  expresses  the  well  established  principles 
of  the  law  on  this  point.  "Mr.  Eichard  rests  his  claim  to 
the  seat  on  grounds  which  to  the  CDmmittee  appear  entirely 
novel.  He  does  not  pretend  that  he  received  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  that  v/ere  actually  given,  hut  that  he  loould 
have  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  had  not  his  friends 
at  the  election  holden  in  Detroit,  been  intimidated  from  vo- 
ting, by  reason  of  the  interference  of  deputy  sheriffs  and  con- 
stables, who,  it  is  alleged,  under  the  pretence  of  keeping  the 
peace,  struck  several  persons  on  the  head,  and  by  that  means 
prevented  them,  and  many  others  from  voting  for  Mr.  Kich- 
ard. The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  duty  assigned 
them,  does  not  impose  on  them  the  examination  of  the  causes 
which  may  have  prevented  any  candidate  from  getting  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  votes  to  entitle  him  to  the  seat.  If  an 
elector,  for  any  cause,  should  fail  in  presenting  his  vote 
for  reception,  the  nature  of  the  case  precluded  it  from  enter- 
ing into  the  general  result  of  the  election,  &c." 

"In  case  of  the  application  of  the  contrary  doctrine,  the 
greatest  uncertainty  must  necessarily  prevail,  and  should  it 
be  established  it  would  be  placing  in  the  hands  of  a  few  riot- 
ous individuals,  the  power  of  defeating  any  election  what- 
ever. The  law  appoints  a  particular  time  and  place  for  the 
expression  of  the  public  voice ;  when  that  time  is  passed,  it 
is  too  late  to  enquire  who  did  not- vote  or  the  reasons  why." 

This  too  was  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  the  supporters 
of  Gen.  Whitfield,  the  delegate  from  Kansas,  whose  seat  was 
contested  on  the  ground  fUat  the  presence  of  a  large  body  of 
armed  Missourians  at  the  polls,  intimidated  voters  of  the  Ter- 
ritory from  casting  their  votes  against  him. 

4th,.  There  is  not  the  slightest  proof  offered  by  the  witnes- 
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ses,  cvcMi  tendint;  to  show  any  want  of  lepjality  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  judf^es  of  election,  althouj^h  this  cliars^c  was  made 
with  quite  as  muuh  solemnity  and  conlidencc  as  either  of  the 
others.  We  tlierefore  declare,  it  as  our  opinion,  that  if  there 
were  no  other  evidence  in  the  case,  except  that  offered  by  Mr. 
Jarrett,  Mr.  Purnell's  j)ossession  of  his  office  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed  by  this  House. 

But  the  evidence  jiroduced  by  the  incumbent  f^veatly 
8trcni2;thens  the  undersigned  in  this  opinion.  Mr.  Jairett 
havini;  failed  to  iittempt  a  serutin}'  of  the  polls  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  Mr.  rurnell  asked  leave  to  do  so,  and  to  extend 
the  examination  to  the  counties  of  the  State,  alleging  that  he 
could  prove  numerous  frauds  and  illegalities  in  tliose  returns. 
This  averment  he  demanded  an  opi)ortunity  of  sustaining  by 
proof;  but  this  request  was  overruled  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  upon  the  plea  of  want  of  time.  Tliat  he  was  en- 
titled to  enter  upon  this  investigation,  it  seems  impossible 
to  deny.  Mr.  Jarrett  was  allowed  to  offer  evidence  in  reference 
to  frauds  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  because  he  alleged  he  could 
prove  them.  Mr.  Purnell  alleged  with  equal  sincerity  that  he 
could  prove  bribery,  violence  and  frauds  in  many  of  the  coun- 
ties of  the  State,  and  he  should  have  been  allowed  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so.  It  was  evidence  clearly  germain  to  the  en- 
quiry, and  the  House  of  Delegates  cannot  decide  this  case 
against  Mr.  Purnell  in  its  absence  without  a  shameful  denial 
of  justice. 

Such  an  application  is  always  granted  by  election  commit- 
tees, w^lien  demanded  by  the  parties,  and  Purnell  was  enti- 
tled to  it  as  necessary  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  of  his  case, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  guaranteed  to  him  by 
the  Bill  of  Eights. 

In  the  case  of  McFarland  vs.  Culpepper,  Clark  &  Hall, 
233,  McFarland  proved  that  the  sitting  member  Culpepper, 
had  received  many  illegal  votes,  and  the  committee  say  : 
"from  the  testimony  it  appears  that  Culpepper  is  not  entitled 
to  his  seat,  he  not  having  a  majority  of  the  votes  legally  ta- 
ken, but  though  McFarland  appears  to  have  a  large  majority 
of  votes  taken  according  to  law,  yet  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  truth  of  this  is  doubtful  ;  tliey  are  the  more 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the  sitting  member  having 
expressed  his  opinion,  that  if  he  had  time  allowed  him  to  make 
a  scrutiny,  he  would  2:)rove  the  election  held  in  the  other  coun- 
ties were  also  not  conducted  according  to  law." 

Mr.  Purnell  then  requested  leave  to  enter  upon  a  scrutiny 
as  to  Baltimore  city  alone,  ofiering  to  produce  the  tickets  vo- 
ted, and  the  poll  books,  and  to  prove  by  respectable  witnes- 
ses, that  he  received  more  than  enough  legal  votes  in  Balti- 
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more  city,  to  overcome  the  majority  which  Mr.  Jarrett  re- 
ceived in  the  counties  together  with  his  entire  vote  in  the 
city.  This  ofix3r  was  also  overruled  and  the  majority  of  the 
committee  determined  that  they  would  only  hear  evidence 
upon  the  isolated  point,  "whether  there  was  an  election  in 
Baltimore  on  the  second  of  November." 

Mr.  Gaither  then  proceeded  to  adduce  witnessesin  his  defence 
and  a  considerable  number  were  examined  from  the  different 
wards. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  say  of  these  witnesses,  whose  testi- 
mony has  been  alluded  to  in  slighting  terms  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  that  in  intelligence  and  respectability  they 
compared  favorably  with  the  average  of  those  produced  by  Mr. 
Jarrett.  They  were  almost  all  men  of  the  middle  age  and  up- 
wards, of  propriety  of  demeanor,  v/ho,  though  subjected  to  the 
most  rigid  cross-examination  by  skilful  and  astute  counsel, 
delivered  their  evidence  with  clearness  and  apparent  candor. 
Several  of  them  were  foreigners,  who  had  voted  without  difa- 
culty  at  the  election. 

They  were  vfhoUy  unimpeached,  and  the  undersigned  know 
of  no  considerations  of  justice  or  propriety  which  would  allow 
them  to  credit  all  the  witnesses  of  the  contestants,  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  those  produced  for  the  defence. 

It  was  attempted  to  diminish  the  force  of  their  testimony 
by  showing  that  many  of  them  were  connected  with  the  po- 
litical clubs  of  the  American  party;  but  only  two  or  three  of 
them  were  shown  to  have  ever  belonged  to  any  such  clubs. 
If  the  political  affinities  of  witnesses  are  to  be  considered,  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  every  witness  produced  by  Mr.  Jarrett 
was  a  Democrat  or  Keformer,  while  several  of  those  produced 
for  the  defence  were  Democrats  and  Eeformers,  whose  party 
allegiance  did  not  prevent  them  from  testifying  in  favor  of 
sustaining  the  election,  although  the  result  was  unfavorable 
to  the  candidates  of  their  own  party. 

It  is  objected  that  some  of  the  witnesses  for  the  defence 
were  judges  and  clerks  of  election,  and  therefore  able  to  see 
but  little  of  what  passed.-  It  is  trne  that  some  of  those -pro- 
duced acted  in  that  capacity,  but  nine  of  the  thirty  produced 
by  Mr.  Jarrett,  viz  :  Messrs.  Horney,  Mowbray,  J.  P.  Thomas, 
Martin,  J.  H.  Thomas,  Fosbenner,  Swindell,  Brotherton  and 
Baughman,  were  also  acting  judges  at  the  election,  and  are 
equally  disqualified  for  the 'same  reason,  if  it  is  in  fact  a  dis- 
qualification. It  is  alleged  that  several  of  them  remained  at 
the  polls  but  a  short  time  ;  but  such  was  also  the  case  in  re- 
gard to  many  of  those  produced  by  Mr.  Jarrett. 

It  is  said  that  the  testimony  was  negative.  How  could  it 
be  otherwise  ?     It  was  responsive  to  positive  testimony  given 
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a  montli  before,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Purnell,  and  without 
notice  to  liini  ;  printed  and  shown  to  the  witnesses,  who,  on 
an  average,  did  not  sj)eak  ten  words  in  presence  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  witnesses  for  the  defence  examined  as  (he  laiv 
jjrescribes,  anil  rigidly  cross-examined,  were  asked  by  counsel 
upon  both  sides  as  to  those  particular  matters  testified  to  by 
the  witnesses  for  Mr.  Jarrett.  That  they  contradicted  the 
contestant's  witnesses  in  these  particulars,  only  proved  the 
existence  of  a  difference  between  them  which  the  committee 
WrtS  bound  to  reconcile  or  decide  upon  from  the  manner  and 
appeai'ance  of  the  opposing  witnesses. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  evidence  of  particular  witnesses 
will  illustrate  the  matter. 

Thomas  H.  Martin  testified  in  Baltimore  to  sundry  matters 
set  forth  in  the  printed  book.  VT'hen  called  to  testify  in  this 
investigation,  his  whole  evidence  consisted  of  a  few  words  of 
assent,  after  which  formality  his  whole  ex  imrte  statement 
was  admitted  against  Mr.  Purnell,  He  stated  that  he  was  a 
judge  of  election  in  the  tenth  ward ;  tliat  all  the  judges  were 
not  present  when  the  voting  began  ;  that  he  was  present  but 
a  short  time,  during  which  Hinesley  refused  to  allow  the  wit- 
ness to  take  any  of  the  tickets,  or  to  allow  Reformers  to  vote, 
but  admitted  Know-Nothiiig  votes  whenever  offered  ;  that  no 
Reform  challenger  was  permitted  to  stand  at  the  window, 
and  that  upon  remonstrating  with  Hinesley  because  he  would 
not  put  a  Reform  ballot  in  the  box,  he  was  assaulted  by  liim 
and  compelled  to  leave  the  room. 

Col.  K^amuel  Houston,  another  judge  at  the  same  polls, 
s\7ears  that  all  tbe  judges  were  in  attendance  when  the  voting 
began  ;  that  well  known  citizens  were  present  as  Reform  chal- 
legers  ;  that  Martin  and  Hinesley  were  eacli  taking  Relbrm 
and  American  tickets  witli  equal  fairness,  when  the  clerks 
declared  that  they  could  not  record  the  names  if  two  judges 
took  tickets  at  the  same  time  ;  that  Martin,  who  was  excited 
by  drink,  then  insisted  that  he  alone  should  take  the  ballots, 
but  Hinesley  insisted  upon  his  equal  right  to  do  so  for  a 
while  ;  and  Martin  accused  him  of  dropping  a  Reform  ticket 
on  the  floor,  instead  of  placing  it  in  the  box..  Col.  Houston 
declares  that  searcli  was  made  on  the  floor  by  himself  and  the 
Reform  clei-k  for  sucli  ticket,  and  none  such  was  found,  and 
that  the  charge  was  untrue  ;  that  Martin  offensively  persisted 
in  the  statement,  and  finally  received  a  blow  from  Hinesley, 
soon  after  Avhich  he  left,  stating  that  he  would  soon  return. 
These  two  statements  are  presented  to  the"  committee,  and 
they  are  to  decide  between  them.  Houston  was  properly  ex- 
amined and  cross-examined  according  to  law.  Martin  scarcely 
spoke  half  dozen  words.     Houston  was  proved  to  liave  lived 
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for  years  as  Look-keeper  at  Barnum's  Hotel,  and  is  as  well 
known  as  any  man  in  the  State.  He  is  supported  by  the  evi- 
dence of  ex-Mayor  Spicer  and  Manly,  while  Martin  is  contra- 
dicted in  many  respects  by  Mr.  Wallis,  who  testifies  that 
until  a  period  after  Martin  left,  the  Reformers  had  equal  ac- 
cess to  the  polls  with  the  Americans,  and  that  in  point  of 
fact  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  v/hich  had  been  cast,  up  to 
that  time,  were  for  the  Eeform  ticket.  Can  there  be  a  doubt 
as  to  which  statement  would  be  received  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  by  an  impartial  judge? 

The  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mair  is  noticed  by  Capt.  John- 
ston, the  election  judge  referred  to  in  Mr.  Mair's  testimony. 
Johnston  was  subjected  to  a  rigorous  cross-examination,  and 
we  are  sure  every  member  of  the  committee  present  must  have 
been  satisfied  from  his  testimony  and  the  honest  manner  in 
which  it  was  given,  that  the  fears  of  the  first  named  witness, 
and  his  scanty  acquaintance  with  our  la,nguage,  had  much  to 
do  with  preventing  him  from  understanding  what  actually 
took  place  at  the  polls  between  himself  and  the  judge.  The 
naturalization  papers  of  Mr.  Mair,  produced  by  him  before 
the  committee,  with  a  seal  scarcely  discernible  to  the  sharpest 
vision,  were  found  to  have  been  properly  described  by  Mr. 
Johnston  in  his  evidence.  In  the  absence  of  an  attempt  to 
impeach  either  of  these  witnesses,  would  any  impartial  tribu- 
nal necessarily  believe  the  entire  testimony  of  the  one  to  the 
entire  discredit  of  the  other  ? 

That  the  witnesses,  after  giving  their  direct  testimony  as 
to  what  they  saw  of  the  election,  afterwards  stated  how  this 
election  compared  with  others  they  had  witnessedyears before, 
certainlycannotberegarded  as  a  reason  for  undervaluing  their 
direct  testimony ,  if  worthy  of  credence  in  other  respects .  B  u t  in 
our  opinion  it  tends  strongly  to  prove  that  wrongs  similar  to 
those  which  were  formerly  considered  venial,  have  now,  by 
change  of  circumstances,  become  to  be  regarded  as  utterly 
without  palliation.  These  witnesses  produced  for  the  defence 
prove  that  this  election — while  marked  by  such  disorder  and 
violence  as  shows  that  under  the  influence  of  cheap  whiskey 
and  constantly  recurring  elections,  we  have  improved  upon 
the  evil  precedents  of  our  English  ancestors — was  not  accom- 
panied by  such  violence  and  irregularity,  as  rendered  it  void 
in  law. 

The  forms  of  law,  as  to  opening' and  closing  tlie  polls,  and 
making  the  returns  were.all  complied  with.  The  witnesses 
for  the  defence  swear  that,- with  the  exception  of  the  usual 
crowding  at  some  of  the  polls  at  their  first  opening,  access  to 
the  polls  was  free  tliroughout  the  day,  and  the  returns  show 
that  notwithstanding  the  sli^nt  general  interest  taken  in  the 
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election  by  the  Democrats,  and  the  disposition  manifested  to 
allow  it  to  i;o  by  default,  5:>JJ5  votes  were  polled  ibr  j\li-.  Jar- 
rett;  that  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  reformers  by 
concert  of  action,  abandoned  tlie  polls,  and  that  in  some  of 
the  wards  where  they  thus  left,  the  election  had  been  con- 
ducted up  to  that  time,  with  an  unusual  degree  of  good  order; 
that  in  many  of  the  wards  in  the  city,  the  reform  movement 
was  regarded  by  the  Democrats  with  distrust,  as  a  "Whig 
trick,"  in  the  language  of  one  of  the  witnesses;  and  in  tliose 
Avards  there  was  no  regular  reform  organization.  ISuch  is  the 
general  scope  of  the  testimony  produced  on  the  part  of  the 
incumbent. 

Much  stress  Avas  laid  upon  the  fact,  that  improper  places 
were  selected  for  holding  the  polls,  and  this  is  commented  on 
with  severity  by  the  majority,  in  one  of  their  reports.  In 
reference  to  no  ward  was  the  complaint  more  general  than 
the  11th,  it  being  insisted  that  the  polls  were  located  in  a 
disreputable  and  unsafe  neighborhood.  It  turned  out  how- 
ever, upon  the  examination  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  elec- 
tion, that  the  place  where  the  polls  were  held  Avas  selected, 
not  by  the  American  judges,  but  by  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent leaders  of  the  Reform  party. 

Continual  reference  was  made  in  the  testimony  produced 
by  Mr.  Jarrett,  and  by  the  majority  in  their  reports,  to  the 
striped  iickets  used  by  the  American  party  at  the  election,  as 
precluding  the  secrecy  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  vote  by 
ballot,  the  very  ticket  filed  as  an  Exhibit,  by  Mr.  Mowbray, 
on  page  77  of  the  book,  shoAvs  the  unfounded  nature  of  this 
assertion.  There  was  no  mark  on  the  back  of  the  ticket  to 
identify  it,  and  it  Avas  impossible  to  discoA'er  the  mark  upon  its 
face  when  it  was  folded,  as  they  ahvays  are,  to  be  deposited  by 
the  voters.  As  Avell  might  it  be  alleged,  that  the  secrecy  of 
the  ballot  Avas  invaded  by  the  Reform  tickets,  Avhich  v/ere 
proA-ed  to  haA^e  been  printed  on  larger  paper  than  those  of  the 
American  party. 

The  charge  of  a  systematic  or  premeditated  riot,  is  con- 
tradicted by  every  w-itness  examined  on  the  point. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  to  defend 
the  political  organizations  called  clubs,  Avhich  Avere  proved  to 
exist  in  the  city  of  Baltimore ;  buttlie  testimony  adduced 
before  them  shows  that  such  clubs  are  not  of  recent  origin, 
and  that  the  clubs  of  the  Democratic  party,  glorying  in  tlie 
names  of  the  "Bloody  Eighths,"  "Double  Pumps,"  "Cali- 
thumpians"  and  "Butt-Enders,"  are  not  behind  tlieir  Ameri- 
can cotemporaries  in  disorderly  coii'luct. 

Unfortunately  it  is  too  true  that  elections  in  Baltimore,  as 
in  all  large  cities  have  neA-er  been  conducted  without  disorder. 
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We  extract  tlie  following  from  the  speecli  of  the  venerable 
General  Samuel  Smith  in  the  case  of  Trigg  vs.  Preston,  as 
reported  in  the  volume  of  Contested  Elections  by  Clarke  &  Hall, 
p.  82,  showing  the  mode  of  conducting  elections  in  those  ear- 
ly days  which  we  are  accustomed  to  regard  as  especially 
pure — he  said,  ''that  at  the  elections  in  the  Eastern  States 
the  citizens  met  in  small  bodies  and  conducted  the  business 
with  that  order  and  decency  which  became  the  true  Eepubii- 
can  character,  but  it  was  the  misfortune  of  the  Soiithern 
States  that  the  citizens  assembled  in  large  bodies ;  hence  it  appears 
that  an  election  in  the  Southern  States  is  nothing  but  a  nur- 
sery of  superlative  mischief.  It  was  in  evidence  before  the 
House  that  at  the  election  one  i^erson  had  been  seen  with  a 
clnb  under  his  coat.  But  (sir,)  said  Mr.  Smith,  I  suppose 
that  five  hundred  of  my  constituents  had  clubs  under  their 
coats,  so  that  if  this  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  dissolving  an 
election  the  committee  may  begin  by  dissolving  mine.  If  the 
committee  are  to  break  up  every  election  where  persons  are 
seen  drunk  they  will  have  a  great  deal  of  work  upon  hand, 
sir,  &c.'"' 

Such  was  an  election  in  Baltimore  many  years  ago,  and  if 
statements  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  passed  a  few  days  since 
by  a  party  convention  of  that  city  be  correct,  rival  '  'factions" 
in  the  same  political  organizations  do  not  hesitate,  at  this 
day,  "to  manufacture  majorities  in  many  of  the  wards  of  the 
city,"  and  to  "gratify  their  insatiate  thirst  for  rule  by  employing 
the  services  of  hired  rufiaans  calling  themselves  by  filthy 
names."  It  is  but  just  to  say  that  such  charges  are  under- 
stood by  the  community  rather  as  the  expression  of  exaspe- 
rated political  feeling,  than  the  cool  convictions  of  the  judg- 
ment, but  they  prove  that  long  practice  in  the  abuse  of  po- 
litical opponents  begets  a  facility  in  the  application  of  vio- 
lent epithets  even  to  political  friends. 

But  the  testimony  for  both  sides  further  proves  tliat  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  wish  of  the  people  of  Baltimore  as  to 
other  candidates,  at  the  election  in  November,  tliere  was  a 
general  disposition  felt  to- retain  Ztlr.  Purnell  in  the  office,' the 
duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  with  a  fidelity  which  has 
gained  from  his  political  opponents  during  this  investigation, 
their  unqualified  approval.  It  is  proved  by  Messrs.  Wallis^ 
Sangston,  Tiiomas,  and  other  Keformers  and  Democrats  ex- 
amined in  the  case,  tha,t  the- Reform  movement  was  only  de- 
signed to  extend  to  municipal  .afiairs  and  the  candidates  with- 
in the  city  alone,  and  that  members  of  that  organization  Avere 
left  free  to  exercise  their  pfei^erences  in  the  selection  of  State 
officers.  It  is  further  shown  that  a  large  number  of  the  pro- 
minent Reformers  had  formerly  been  Whigs  and  Americans ; 
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that  I\Ir.  Purnell  led  the  American  ticket  more  than  a  tliou- 
sand  votes  ;  that  (wo-fifths  of  ilie  Reform  tickets  were  prinfed 
loith  the  name  of  Mr.  Furnetl  upon  them  for  Comptroller  ;  that 
these  tickets  were  voted  and  circulated  at  the  polls  by  leading 
Reformers,  and  in  one  case  at  least,  by  a  candidate  of  the 
Reform  party,  at  tliat  election,  tor  judge  of  the  Orphans' 
court.  All  this  was  proved  by  tlie  witnesses  produced  by  Mr. 
Jarrott,  and  recalled  at  a  venture  by  Mr.  Purnell.  He  ap- 
plied to  the  committee  for  leave  to  summon  others  of  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  the  Reform  party,  to  prove  similar 
facts,  and  to  show  that  if  the  election  had  been  conducted 
without  tlie  slightest  disorder,  he  would  have  been  elected  by 
a  largo  vote.  He  further  asked  leave  to  prove  that  many  of 
those  who  were  alleged  to  have  been  kept  from  the  polls  were 
his  own  supporters  ;  but  this  offer  was  overruled  by  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  ground  that  '^  the  testimony  would  be  cumu- 
lative," as  was  also  liis  offer  to  introduce  evidence  in  his  own 
behalf,  after  the  further  progress  of  Mr.  Gaither's  testimony 
had  been  arrested  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  to  show 
that  violence  and  irregularity  to  the  extent  alleged  in  the 
memorial  of  Mr.  Jarrett,  did  not  characterise  the  election  in 
November. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  law  of  the  case,  as  ex- 
pounded by  the  majority  of  the  committee  : 

The  quotations  on  the  subject  of  riots,  from  page  76  of 
Gushing  on  Legislative  Assemblies,  collected  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee  iy  their  reports,  are  supported  only  by  the  old 
authorities  cited  in  the  foot  notes.  These  venerable  volumes 
are  not  accessible  to  the  undersigned,  and  they  cannot,  there- 
fore, determine  how  far  they  bear  out  the  text.  But  we  would 
be  as  reluctant  to  assist  in  engrafting  these  antiquated  deci- 
sions in  election  cases  of  the  times  of  James  the  First,  upon 
the  election  law  of  this  day,  as  to  see  the  rulings  of  the  venal 
judges  who  hunted  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  to  his  death,  adopted 
by  our  courts,  or  the  other  corruptions  and  tyranny  of  that 
reign  fastened  upon  our  government.  Nor  is  our  respect  for 
those  ancient  authorities  at  all  increased  by  the  remark  of 
Gushing,  on  page  57,  that  "for  many  years  previous  to  the 
year  1770,  controverted  elections  had  been  tried  and  deter- 
mined by  the  House  of  Commons  as  mere  party  questions, 
upon  which  the  strength  of  contending  factions  might  be 
tested."  We  trust  that  this  law  and  this  spirit  of  applying 
it  may  long  be  unknown  to  our  State. 

Even  the  more   modern   decisions  in   England  in  election 
cases  would  not  be  safe  guides  here,  because  such  cases  in  that 
country  since  Lord  Grenville's  act  in  1770,  are  conducted  up- 
on an  entirely  different  principle  from  that  pursued  in  this 
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country.  Nor  do  those  cases  state  the  law  as  it  now  stands  in 
England.  As  an  evidence  of  this  we  refer  to  the  authority 
quoted  hv  the  majority,  "that  wherever  there  has  been  an  in- 
terruption of  the  ^proceedings  by  riot,  &c.,  notwithstanding 
the  officers  may  continue  and  finish  the  poll,  &c.,  the  election  has 
been  totally  void."  But  by  the  Eeform  act  the  law  in  Eng- 
land now  is,  that  "if  overpowered  by  a  mob  the  polling  offi- 
cers adjourns  the  polling  and  resumes  it  when  it  can  be  car- 
ried on  without  disturbance."  Encyclopedia,  8th  edition, 
Brittanica,  article  Parliament  p.  296. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  going  to  the  middle  ages  nor  to 
England  for  authorities  in  elucidation  of  the  law  upon  this 
subject.  The  matter  has  been  frequently  decided  in  our  own 
country  and  in  recent  times.  In  the  case  of  Trigg  vs.  Pres- 
ton, contested  elections  p,  78  referred  to  by  the  majority  ;  it 
was  proved,  says  the  committee  of  Elections  thatCapt.  Pres- 
ton the  brother  and  agent  at  the  election  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, was  quartered  near  the  Court  House  with  60  or  70  fede- 
ral troops  of  which  he  had  the  command — that  they  were 
marched  around  the  Court  House  where  the  voting  was  in 
progress  several  times  during  the  election,  and  paraded  close 
to  the  door — that  they  voted  for  Mr.  Preston^ — that  some  of 
them  threatened  to  beat  any  one  who  should  vote  for  Trigg, 
and  one  of  them  knocked  down  a  magistrate  attending  the 
election — that  three  soldiers  stood  at  the  door  and  refused  to 
admit  a  voter  because  he  said  he  would  vote  for  Trigg — that 
the  country  people  and  soldiers  got  into  an  affray" — that 
guns  were  fiied  by  the  soldiers  and  other  similar  outrages 
prevailed,  and  they  recommended  that  Mr.  Preston  should  be 
unseated.  The  House  upon  argument  by  Mr.  Xathaniel  Ma- 
con, Gen.  Samuel  Smith  and  other  able  members,  refused  to 
adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  and  Mr.  Preston  retained 
his  seat,  in  this  case  the  House  acted  upon  the  principle  so 
well  defined  in  the  case  of  Biddle  and  Pdchards  vs.  Wing,,  re- 
ferred to  on  page  506  of  Contested  Elections. 

"In  all  cases  of  contested  elections,  where  the  question  de- 
pends upon  matters  of  fact  which  are  controverted  by  the 
parties  much  difficutly  is  to  be  expected  in  coming  to  a  deci- 
sion, a-nd  where  there  is  room  for  doubt,  a  disposition  is  often 
felt  to  return  it  to  the  people.  This,  however,  ought  not  to 
be  done  where  it  is  possible -to,  ascertain  what  the  result  has 
been.  "When  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional 
rights,  have  gone  through  with  the  process  of  an  election 
according  to  the  prescribed  rules,  they  ought  not  to  be  de- 
jtrived  of  the  advantages  therefrom,  but  for  the  most  substan- 
tial reasons  ;  no  doubts  which  are  capable  of  being  solved 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  operate  against  them — indeed,  noth- 
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ing  Rhort  of  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining /or  t(;7i07n  <Aa 
majority  of  the  voles  have  been  given,  ought  to  vacate  an 
election." 

But  there  is  a  more  recent  case  wliich  in  our  judgment  de- 
cides that  now  under  consideration.  The  seat  of  Hon.  J. 
Morrison  Harris,  in  Congress,  was  contested  in  1858,  by 
Wm.  Pinkncy  White,  Esq.^  upon  the  same  grounds  assigned 
by  Mr.  Jarrett,  and  an  immense  mass  of  testimony  was  ta- 
ken going  to  show  in  a  part  of  the  District  such  riot,  vio- 
lence, intimidation,  etc.,  as,  was  alleged,  should  cause  the 
ejection  of  Mr.  Harris  from  his  seat.  The  testimony  was 
much  stronger  than  that  in  this  case  ;.  it  was  regularly  taken 
under  the  Act  of  Congress,  and  was  free  from  many  objec- 
tions which  exist  in  regard  to  this.  But  calm  people  look- 
ing over  the  cloud  with  which  political  excitement  and  high 
party  feeling  surrounded  the  case,  could  not  avoid  seeing  that 
the  disorder  proved  to  exist,  did  not  constitute  such  a  riot  in 
law,  as  rendered  this  election  void,  and  that  assuming  the 
illegalities  to  be  proved,  still  it  was  not  impossible  to  ascertain 
for  ivho'm.  the  majority  of  the  votes  u-ere  given;  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  voted  down  a  resolution  reported  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  election  committee  to  unseat  Mr.  Harris.  Tlie 
resolution  of  the  majority  in  this  case,  appended  to  their  report 
appears  to  have  been  copied  verhaiim  from  the  resolution  in 
the  case  of  Whyte  vs.  Harris,  (Daily  Globe,  IGth  and  17th, 
Dec.  1858.)  In  the  face  of  this  decision  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, made  in  reference  to  an  election  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  less  than  two  years  ago,  it  cannot  be  very  impor- 
tant to  this  House,  how  the  House  of  Commons  decided  in 
reference  to  "the  election  of  Pontefract,  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1624,"  or  that  of  "Southwark  on  the  10th  December,  1702,'" 
referred  to  by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  It  was  the  de- 
cision of  a  Democratic  House  of  Representatives  against  a 
prominent  Democratic  contestant,  whose  talents  and  abilities 
were  acknowledged  by  those  who  felt  constrained  by  a  high 
sense  of  duty,  to  retain  his  competitor  in  his  seat. 

But  even  if  such  riot,  intimidation  and  violence  had  been 
proved  in  this  ease  as  should  avoid  the  election  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  the  undersigned  submit  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee  to  install  Mr.  Jarrett,  is  un- 
heard of  and  monstrous  in  the  extreme.  The  whole  vote  of 
the  State,  at  the  election  in  November,  was  about  86,000. 
The  vote  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  Avasabout  23,000,  being  less 
than  a  third  and  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole.  Balti- 
more as  a  separate  district  elects  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, a  commissioner  of  public  works,  and  one-seventh  of  the 
House  of  Delegates. 

The  Constitution  declares  that  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
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wliole  State  shall  choose  the  Comptroller;  and  yet  the  majority 
of  the  committee  declare  that  three- fourths  of  the  electors 
have  the  power  to  choose  the  Comptroller,  and  that  the  will 
01  the  remaining  fourth  is  not  entitled  to  any  voice  in  the 
matter.     If  Mr.  Jarrett  is  elected,  hy  whom  was  he  elected? 
By  the  electors  of  the  State  of  Maryland  ?     Ko;  we  are  told 
there  was  no  election  in  one-fourth  of  the  State,     He  is  elect- 
ed, then,  hy  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  tliree-jourths  of  the 
State,  in  the  face  of  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution  that 
the  electors  of  the  whole  State  shall  choose  the  Comptroller. 
If  Mr.  Purnell  is  not  legally  elected,  it  is  because  part  of  the 
election  is  void,  though  he  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes. 
Neither  can  Mr.  Jarrett  he  elected  at  a  void  election,  in  which 
he  came  far  short  of  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast. 
If  the  vote  of  one  city  or  county  can  thus  he  rejected    upon 
the  ground  of  illegality,  and  the  vote  in  the  remaining  coun- 
ties he  allowed  to  elect,  the  vote  of  tiuo  counties  can  equally 
well  he  rejected,  and  the  election  he  made  hy  the  balance  of 
the  State.    And  if  tico  counties,  why  not  three  or  four  or  nine- 
teen, and  the  remaining  county  be  taken  as  sufficient  to  elect 
the  Comptroller.     There  is  the  same  right  to  reject  nineteen 
counties,  as  to  reject  one;  the  principle  in  both  cases  being 
the  same.     But  the  report  of  the  majority  in  the  case  of  Den- 
mead  vs.  Kraiit,  asserts  that  it  would  be  "unjustifiable"  to 
declare  that  a  legal  election  by  one-ticelfth  of  the  voters  en- 
titled to  vote  can  entitle  a  contestant  to  his  seat.     We  sub- 
mit, if  this  is  true,  where  the  legal  vote  is  one-twelfth,  it 
would    be   equally   true   where   it   is   one-eleventh   or   one- 
tenth,  or  where,  as  in  this  case,  the  legal  vote  claimed  to 
have  been  cast  constitutes  two-thirds  of  the  entire  vote.     If 
the  ruling  of  the  majority  in  that  case  is  true,  it  must  be  ut- 
terly erroneous  in  the  j)resent.     By  the  same  process  the  en- 
tire vote  of  the  Eastern  Shore  might  be  rejected,  and  one-half 
of  the  counties  in  the  State  might  be  made  to  elect  a  Govern- 
or; or  half  the  districts  of  a  county  to  elect  a  member  of  the 
Legislature.     This  was  actually  once  accomplished  in,  this 
State  in  high  party  times,- but  it  sealed  forever  the  fate  of  the 
party  which  perpetrated  the  wrong.     The  returns  from  two 
districts   of  a  county  were  found   defective,  and    the  com- 
mittee of  Elections  of  that  day  decided  that  the  votes  of  the 
remaining  districts  could  be  counted  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
faulty  returns,  and  gave  the  seats  to  the  candidates  shown  to 
have  a  majority  in  those  districts.     The  temporary  triumph 
of  party  was  thus  secured;  and  the  election  of  a  Governor  was 
the  fruit  of  the  victory.     The  victors  for  a  moment  held 
"The  barren  sceptre  in  their  gripe, 

Thence  to  be  wrenched  by  an  unlineal  hand, 

Kg  son  of  theirs  succeeding." 
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The  indignation  of  the  people  was  justly  aroused  by  this 
oiitrap;e  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  the  "Allegany  fraud" 
stands  condemned  by  the  judgment  of  posterity,  side  by  side 
with  the  "Hartiord  Convention."  A  similar  disregard  of 
the  popular  rights  in  the  case  of  John  Wilkes,  made  an  un- 
principled politician  the  most  popular  man  in  England. 

The  practice  in  such  cases  is  perfectly  settled  in  this  coun- 
try. In  the  case  of  ]\Iacfarlan  vs.  Culpepper,  contested  elec- 
tions, p.  223,  the  committee  say:  ''We  are  of  opinion  that 
even  presuming  the  votes  in  Moore  and  Cumberland  counties 
to  have  been  legally  taken,  it  would  be  improper  to  deprive 
the  other  three  counties  of  their  representation  for  the  fault  of 
their  election  officers;  they  therefore  think  it  most  proper 
to  give  the  citizens  of  that  district  an  opportunity  to  have 
another  election,  and  the}'  submit  a  resolution  to  that  eifect." 
In  the  case  of  Whyte  vs.  Harris,  where  frauds  and  riots  were 
alleged  to  have  occurred  in  part  of  the  Congessional  district, 
such  a  course  of  action  as  that  recommended  by  the  majority 
in  this  case  was  not  hinted  at.  The  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee reported  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  that  the  sitting 
member  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  and  that  a  new  election 
should  be  held;  but  even  that  resolution,  as  we  have  stated, 
was  voted  down  by  the  House.  That  the  House  of  Delegates 
could,  in  any  view  of  the  testimony,  adopt  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  the  undersigned  can- 
not bring  themselves  to  regard  as  within  the  range  of  possi- 
bilities. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  they  have  been  obliged,  in  the 
hasty  preparation  of  this  report,  to  extend  it  to  this  length. 
The  testimony  taken  before  the  committee  not  yet  being 
printed,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  more  extend- 
ed reference  to  it  than  need  have  been  done,  if  it  was  before 
the  House  at  this  time. 

If  a  further  justification  is  needed  for  these  extended  re- 
marks, it  is  to  be  found  in  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject 
under  consideration. 

They  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  William  H. 
Purnell  is  entitled  to  retain  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury. 

JOSHUA  WILSON. 
A.  MEDDEES. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland : 

The  undersigned,  William  H.  Purnell,  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  of  Maryland,  by  way  of  coanter  memorial  or  an- 
swer to  the  memorial  of  A.  Lingan  Jarrett,  Esq., '^heretofore 
addressed  to  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Delegates  in  refer- 
ence to  the  election  held  in  November  last  for  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  respectfully  represents  to  your  Honorable  Body: 

That  lie  admits  the  memorialist  and  this  respondent 
were  the  only  candidates  for  the  said  office  presented  at  said 
election,  and  that  the  number  of  votes  received  by  the  said 
candidates  respectively  throughout  the  State  of  I^Iaryland,  in 
the  several  counties  of  the  State  and  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
are  correctl}^  set  forth  in  the  said  memorial. 

He  further  admits  that  it  appearing  from  the  returns  of 
said  election  made  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  that  this 
respondent  had  received  the  greatest  number  of  the  votes  cast 
for  Comptroller,  the  Governor  in  obedience  to  the  directions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  issued  to  this  respondent  a 
commission  as  Comptroller  ;  that  he  has  duly  qualified  by 
taking  and  subscribing  the  oaths  required  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  and  giving  bond,  which  has  been  duly  ap- 
proved as  required  by  la;W,  and  that  he  has  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  said  office  as  of  right  he  ought  to 
do. 

This  respondent,  further  answering,  says,  that  he  has  no 
personal  knowledge  as  to  the  alleged  violence  and  intimida- 
tion of  voters  at  said  election  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and 
that  no  person  more  regrets  the  same,  if  any  such  did  occur, 
than  this  respondent.  Nor  has  this  respondent  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  admission  of  illegal  votes  in  his  behali:'  at  said 
election,  or  of  the  rejection  of  legal  votes  in  behalf  of  the  con- 
testant, although  he  has  heard  that  such  was  alleged  to  be 
the  case.  Hut  he  avers  that  he  has  also  frequently  heard  and 
believes  that. many  illegal  votes  were  received  in  the  said 
City  at  the  said  election  in  behalf  of  the  contestant,  and  that 
many  persons  w^ere  prevented  from  voting  at  said  election, 
who  would  have  voted  for  this  respondent,  if  they  had  been 
permitted  to  vote'. 

This  respondent  further  re,presents  that  he  has  heard  and 
believes  that  his  name  was  printed  as  candidate  for  Comptrol- 
ler on  all  the  "  American  "  tickets  prepared  to  be  voted  and 
actually  voted  at  the  said  election  throughout  the  State,  and  he 
has  also  been  informed  and -believes  that  his  name  was  also 
printed  on  a  large  number  of  the  Reform  tickets  prepared  to 
be  voted  at  said  election  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  that 
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he  actually  received  a  large  number  of  votes  from  persons 
who  voted  sucli  Reform  tickels,  as  is  evidenced  by  tlie  iact 
that  his  majority  in  said  city  exceeded  the  average  majority 
of  tlie  American  legislative  tickcit  by  one  thousand  votes. 
And  lie  further  avers  it  as  his  belief  tliat  his  vote  in  said  city 
would  have  been  greatly  larger  than  it  appears  to  have  been 
if  all  persons  who  intended  to  vote  for  tliis  respondent  at  said 
election  had  deposited  their  votes,  and  this  resj)ondent  is  well 
satistied  from  the  representations  of  many  intelligent  persons, 
opposed  to  him  politically,  as  well  as  from  information  deriv- 
ed from  many  voters  in  the  said  city  of  tlie  highest  respecta- 
bility, that  if  there  had  been  no  disturbance  or  molestation 
of  voters  whatever  in  the  said  city  at  such  election,  this  re- 
spondent would  have  been  elected  by  a  large  majority  over 
the  said  contestant. 

He  is  advised  and  insists  that  according  to  the  Constitution 
of  Maryland  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  is  to  be  chosen 
by  the  qualilied  electors  of  the  State  at  each  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  that  no  electiou  of  Comp- 
troller is  lawful  if  the  votes  taken  in  any  particular  district 
of  the  State,  or  the  entire  poll  of  any  such  district  or  city 
should  be  rejected  from  the  count  upon  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever. And  he  is  advised  that  there  is  no  power  in  the  House 
of  Delegates  in  the  case  of  a  contested  election  lor  Comptroller 
to  reject  the  entire  vote  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  as  is  prayed 
by  tlie  said  memorial,  and  thus  allow  the  election  of  Comp- 
troller to  be  made  by  the  qualified  electors  of|:)ari  of  the  Slate, 
instead  of  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  entire  State,  as 
required  by  the  said  Constitution. 

i'urther  answering,  this  respondent  says  that  he  knows  of 
no  reason  why  the  judges  of  election  in  the  city  of  Baltimore 
at  said  election  were  not  legally  appointed,  as  is  alleged  in 
the  said  memorial,  and  lie  is  advised  and  insists  that  any  ir- 
regularity in  their  appointment,  if  the  same  were  shown  to 
exist,  could  not  operate  in  law  to  vitiate  and  render  null  the 
legal  votes  deposited  with  such  judges  by  the  qualified  elec- 
tors, or  to  destroy  the  rights  of  an  officer  regularly  elected 
by  a  majority  of  legal  votes. 

This  respondent  insists,  that  according  to  well  established 
principles  of  justice  and  the  rules  of  proceedure  governing 
such  cases  if  any  investigation  is  to  be  entered  into  as  to  the 
hindrance  uf  vot-rs  or  other  irregularities  attendant  upon  the 
said  election,  this  respondent  is  entitled  to  demand  a  general 
and  full  scrutiny  of  tlie  polls  throughout  the  whole  State,  as 
well  as  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ;  and  to  have  each  voter  who 
it  is  alleged  was  kept  from  the  polls  in  the  said  city  by  vio- 
lence or  intimidation,  examined  as  to  how  he  intended  to 
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vote  for  Comptroller,  and  that  unless  such  scrutiny  is  had  the 
House  of  Delegates,  acting  in  its  judicial  capacity,  cannot 
decide  intelligently  as  to  the  said  election,  and  this  respondent 
insists  upon  scrutiny  being  had,  in  accordance  with  immo- 
rial  usage  in  such  cases  and  his  just  rights  under  the  laws  of 
the  land.  And  he  further  insists,  that  unless  it  shall  appear 
after  such  scrutiny  has  been  had,  that  the  excess  of  legal  votes 
which  would  have  been  cast  for  the  contestant  as  alleged  in 
said  memorial  over  the  legal  votes  which  would  have  been 
cast  for  this  respondent  ivlien  taken  loitli  the  excess  of  ille- 
gal votes  cast  for  this  respondent  (as  alleged  in  said  memo- 
rial,) over  the  illegal  votes  cast  for  said  contestant,  constitutes 
a  number  greater  than  the  official  majority  for  this  respon- 
dent as  certified  to  the  Governor,  it  will  not  be  competent  for 
the  House  of  Delegates  to  declare  that  this  respondent  was 
not  legally  elected  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

And  he  is  further  advised  and  insists  that  in  case  this  Hon- 
orable House  should  declare  after  such  scrutiny  as  aforesaid, 
that  this  respondent  was  not  legally  elected  Comptroller,  the 
said  House  could  not  award  the  said  office  to  the  contestant, 
as  is  prayed  in  the  said  memorial,  without  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State, 
and  departure  of  the  immemorial  practice  in  such  cases  in 
every  county  professing  to  be  free.  And  he  submits, 
that  such  action  would  in  fact  be  an  election  of  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  by  the  House  of  Delegates  instead  of  an 
election  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State,  as  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution  as  aforesaid,  and  he  is  advised  that  this 
Honorable  House  has  no  constitutional  power  or  riglit  to 
make  such  election  of  Comptroller. 

This  respondent  is  further  advised  that  if  this  Honorable 
House  after  such  full  scrutiny,  as  aforesaid,  should  declare 
that  he  was  not  duly  elected,  it  would  seem  that  a  new  elec- 
tion should  be  thereupon  had,  but  he  is  informed  that  no  pow- 
er has  been  given  by  the  Constitution  to  order  a  new  election 
in  such  case,  and  that  therefore  the  vacancy  in  said  offipe  of 
Comptroller  would  be  filled  by  the  Governor,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

And  this  respondent  having  fully  answered  the  several  al- 
legations of  the  said  memorial,  prays  that  such,  scrutiny  may 
be  awarded,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  this  House  may  decide  ad- 
versely to  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  of  the  said  contestant, 
and  as,  &c.  W.  H.  PURNELL. 


TESTIMONY 


TAKJIN   BBFOKB  A 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES 


OF   MARYLAND, 


OTK 


CONTESTED    ELECTIONS, 


COMMITTEE    ON  CONTESTED   ELECTIONS. 


ANNAPOLIS, 

Tuesday,  January  24th,  1860. 

The  Committee  on  Elections  met  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
evidence  in  the  Contested  Election  Cases  of  Jarrett  vs.  Pur- 
nell,  and  Kerr  vs.  Gaither. 

Present — llessrs.  Freaner,  Gordon,  Harding,  Goldshoroughj 
Wilson,  of  Harford,  and  Medders. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gordon, 
The  Committee  decided  that  the  two  cases  should  be  taken 
up  together,  so  far  as  the  election  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  is 
concerned,  and  that  the  evidence  shall  apply  to  lioth  cases,  so 
far  as  it  may  be  applicable. 

On  motion  of  3Ir.  Gordo-n, 

The  Committee  decided  that  counsel  should  be  allowed  to  ob- 
jectto  the  admissibility  of  any  prepared  evidence,  and  that  upon 
such  objection,  the  Committee  would,  in  their  discretion,  hear 
the  said  counsel  not  exceeding  ten  minutes  upon  any  one  case. 

Mr.  Purnell  presented  to  the  committee  a  written  commu- 
nication (marked  No.  1)  asking  a  postponement  of  the  case 
of  Jarrett  vs.  Purnell,  to  the  30th  January,  or  such  day 
thereafter  as  might  suit  the  convenience  of  the  committee. 

The  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  objected  to  tlie  admissibility 
in  evidence  of  the  printed  deposition  of  the  several  witnesses 
examined  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Jarrett,  wliose  testimony  is  print- 
ed in  the  book  produced  by  him,  but  the  objection  was  over- 
ruled bv  the  committer. 


The  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  claimed  the  right  to  enter  into  a 
general  investigation  as  to  the  legality  of  the  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion for  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  counties,  and  to  sum- 
mon witnesses  therefrom  ;  but  the  committee  decided  to  confine 
the  investigation  to  the  question  as  to  whether  there  was  or  was 
not  a  legal  election  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2d  day  of 
November,  1859, — Messrs.  Freaner,  Gordon,  Harding  and 
Goldsborough  voting  for,  and  Messrs.  Wilson,  of  Harford, 
and  Medders  against  the  proposition. 

The  following  witnesses  appeared  and  were  sworn : 

Edward  Horney,  Eevd.  L.  D.  Meeyer,  "Wm.  H.  Hooper, 
Geo.  Evans,  Geo.  W.  Mowbray,  Hugh  J.  Morrison,  Jas.  J, 
Murphy,  Jas.  P.  Thomas,  Dr.  F.  E.  B.  Hintze,  Thos.  Dailey, 
S.  Teakle  Wallis,  T.  H.  Martin. 

It  was  here  offered,  to  produce  the  original  depositions  of 
witnesses  who  testified  before  Daniel  Myers,  J.  P.  in  the  con- 
tested election  cases  in  Baltimore,  on  the  2nd  day  of  Nov., 
1859  ;  but  the  counsel  for  the  claimants  admitted  that  the 
book  of  testimony,  (marked  A,)  offered  by  the  counsel  for  the 
contestants  is  a  fair  and  true  copy  of  the  original  depositions, 
and  therefore  waived  the  production  of  said  depositions,  sub- 
ject however  to  all  objections  to  which  the  original  depositions 
might  be  liable. 

Edioard  Horney,  having  been  previously  sworn,  was  called 
and  testified  as  follows: 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last, 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland  ;  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  1st  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  Nov.,  1859. 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  shown  to  you,  and  entitled  "contested  elec- 
tion cases,"  commencing  at  page  11.  Please  state  whether 
you  have  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  exardination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is.  not  fairly'  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and- whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  io.hj  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particular  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
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•ftid  exposition,  bo  tliat  it  fsliall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
edge, and  tlie  whole  truth  iu  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  liave  read  the  deposition  and  it  is 
correct  in  all  its  parts. 

The  counsel  for  the  claimants  filed  an  objection  in  writing 
to  the  questions  marked  No.  1  and  No,  2,  which  were  over- 
ruled by  the  committee: 

The  counsel  for  the  contestant  having  propounded  the  two 
questions,  respectively  marked  No.  1  and  No.  2,  the  counsel 
for  Thomas  G.  Gaither,  objected  to  both  and  each  of  said 
questions,  on  tli©  following  grounds  :  1st,  to  tlie  first  ques- 
tion upon  the  ground  that  the  same  is  irrelevant  to  the 
matters  depending  before  the  committee  and  therefore  imper- 
tinent ;  and  to  the  2d  question  upon  the  ground,  that  the 
testimony,  so  produced  to  the  witness,  was,  and  its  res  inter 
alios  acta ;  was,  and  is  testimon}^  given  in  relation  to  a  mat- 
ter in  which  this  exceptant  was  not  interested,  and  in  a  pro- 
ceeding to  wliich  this  exceptant  wag  not  a  party  ;  and  ben- 
cause  the  questions,  or  some  of  them,  are  leading,  and  because 
said  testimony,  in  itself,  was,  and  is  immaterial  to  the  mat- 
ters involved  in  this  enquiry. 

The  counsel  for  Wm.  H.  Purnell,  on  his  part,  makes  and 
relies  on  the  above  objections. 

Mr.  Hagner  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Purnell,  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  preliminary  objection  having  been  overruled, 
the  counsel  for  the  claimants  declined  cross-examination, 
upon  the  ground  that  they  could  not  consistently  do  so,  with- 
out abandoning  the  objections  already  taken. 

George  Evans  was  called  and  testified  as  follows  : 

1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined  as  a  witness 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last, 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland  ;  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  4tli  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  Nov.,  1859. 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you,  and  entitled,  '^contested  elec- 
tion cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing 
at  page  68.  Please  state  whether  you  liave  read  the  same,  and 
if  not,  please  read  the  same,  and  tell  the  committee  whetlier 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
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as  having  "been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particular  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition  ;  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
edge, and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it,  and  it  is  true  in  all  itt 
parts. 

George  W.  Mowbray,  was  called. 

(Examined  in  chief  hy  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  ft  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  Decemher  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by  and 
on  hehalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-examined  on 
behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain  occurrences  at 
the  polls  of  the  5th  ward  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2nd 
day  of  November,  1859  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

2nd.  Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the  volume  here 
shown  to  you  and  entitled  ''Contested  election  cases,  in  Balti- 
more, November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing  at  page  72. 
Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  desposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the  said 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge 
and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises  ? 

A.  I  have  read  it  and  the  facts  therein  set  down  are  true 
with  the  exception  that  on  page  76  in  his  answer  to  the  third 
question  he  is  made  to  say  that  there  was  a  barricade  when 
he  said  in  fact  that  there  was  no  barricade ;  all  the  rest  is 
correct  and  true. 

Hugh  J.  Morrison,  was  called. 
(By  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory— Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by  and 
on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross  examined  on 
behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain  occurrences  at 


the  polls  of  the  <5th  ward  of  the  ©itj  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2nd 
day  of  November,  1859? 

Deponent  answer — I  was. 

2nd.  Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the  volume  hci-o 
shown  to  you  and  entitled  ''Contested  election  cases,  in  Bal- 
timore, November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing  at  page  99. 
Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  arc  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
edge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

A.  I  have  read  it  and  it  is  true  in  all  its  parts. 


Feiday,  Jan.  27th,  1860. 
The  Committee  met  aooording  to  adjournment. 

Present — Messrs.  Freaner,  Wilson,  of  Harford,  Morgan, 
Medders  and  Harding. 

Thos.  Dailey  having  been  previously  sworn  testified  aa  fol- 
lows : 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegrtes  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  9th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859.  • 

He  answered — Yes. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
Tolume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  ''contested  election 
casesjin  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing  at  pag« 
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146.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposod  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
edge aud  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

He  answered  affirmatively  in  all  parts. 
Cross-examination  declined  for  reasons  previously  assigned. 

James  P.  Thomas, 

To  1st  interrogatory — ^Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  8th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859. 

He  answered — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  ''contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,"  commencing  at  page 
317.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

He  answered  affirmatively  in  all  its  parts. 

James  P.  Tliomas — (Interrogated  in  chief  on  the  part  of 
Wm.  H.  Purnell.) 

1st  interrogatory — State  whether  or  not  you  were  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Keform  Committee  at.  the  election  in  November  last, 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ?      . 

Dep.  ans. — He  was;  there  was  a  central  and  sub-committee 
auxiliary  to  it. 

2nd  interrogatory — State  whether  or  not  you  were  a  mem- 
ber of  a  sub-committee  having  charge  of  the  printing  of  ih» 


ticket-fl  lor  that  election  ?  If  yea,  state  how  those  tickets 
were  printed  and  particularly  whoso  name  was  printed  on 
them  lor  CV)mplrollor  of  the  TreaRurj  ? 

Deponent  nns. — I  was  a  member  and  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  printing,  the  tickets  were  divided  in  proportion 
to  the  number  supposed  to  be  wanted  in  eacb  Ward.  I  pre- 
sume ■?  of  the  aggregate  with  Mr.  Jarrett's  and  S  with  Mr. 
Purnell's  name  on  as  Comptroller. 

3rd  interrogatory — State,  if  you  please,  for  whom  you  vo- 
ted for  Comptroller  ? 

Deponent  ans. — I  vote<l  for  Purnell. 

4th  interrogatory — Do  you  know  of  other  members  of  the 
Reform  Party  who  voted  Reform  tickets  bearing  Mr.  Pur- 
nell's  name  on  tliem  ?  If  yea,  be  good  enough  to  mention 
the  names  of  some  of  those  who  so  voted. 

Dep.  ans. — I  know  of  one  only,  Sterling  Thomas,  depo- 
nent's father  ;  I  know  it  because  he  told  me  so  yesterday. 

5th  interrogatory — State  whether  Sterling  Thomas  was  a 
candidate  on  the  Reform  ticket  at  that  election  ?  If  yea, 
state  for  what  office  he  was  a  candidate  ? 

Dep.  ans. — He  was  a  candidate  for  judge  of  the  Orphans' 
court  of  Baltimore  city. 

6th  interrogatory — State  whether  the  Reform  tickets  having 
Mr,  Purnell's  name  on  them  as  you  have  stated,  were  placed 
and  circulated  at  the  dilTerent  polls  in  the  same  manner  as 
Reform  Tickets  having  Mr.  Jarrett's  name  on  them  were  ? 

Dep.  ans. — They  were  distributed  as  those  of  Mr.  Jarrett, 
deponent  being  a  judge  of  election  in  the  8th  ward  cannot 
speak  more  definitely. 

7th  interrogatory — You  spoke  just  now  to  the  committee  of 
the  reasons  influencing  your  vote  in  favor  of  Mr.  Purnell — 
will  you  be  kind  enough  to  repeat  them  ? 

Dep.  ans. — I  voted  for  Purnell  because,  as  a  Reformer,  I  felt 
free  to  vote  for  either  candidate  for  thecomptrollership,  and  un- 
derstanding Mr.  Purnell  to  be  an  efficient  officer  and  in  accor- 
dance with  my  usual  practice  in  voting  for  good  men,  I  voted 
for  him.  I  do  not  wish  to  he-understood  as  having  intimated 
that  we  did  not  regard  Mr.  Jarrett  as  being  a  good  man. 

(Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  contestants.) 

1st  interrogatory — State,  if  you  please,  on  what  principle 
the  Reform  committee  acted  in  the  preparation  and  printing 
of  their  tickets,  and  whether,  either  in  the  nomination  of 
candidates  or  in  the  printing  and  distribution  of  tickets,  they 
acted  with  any  reference  to  ordinary  political  distinctions? 
2 
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0«p.  itiii. — Th»  Eeform  wornixiittec  pi-^fensod  tt)  t^ike  tttj 
part  iu  the  election  further  than  the  regulation  of  muuicipa] 
offices,  and  therefore  had  their  tickets  for  Comptroller  and 
membere  of  Congress  printed  to  conform  to  their  professions, 
neither  in  the  nomination  of  candidates  nor  in  the  printing 
and  distribution  of  tickets  did  they  act  with  any  reference  to 
ordinary  political  distinctions. 

To  2d  interrogatory — You  y^ere  a  judge  of  election  in  the 
8th  ward  ;  be  so  good  as  to  state  whether  any  and  if  any 
what  efforts  were  made,  and  especially  by  yourself  personal- 
ly to  bring  out  the  vote  of  that  ward  of  all  parties.  Was  or 
was  not  the  vote  in  that  ward  free,  open  and  fair? 

Dep.  ans. — Efforts  were  made  by  all  the  Reformers  of  that 
ward,  (the  8th,)  and  by  himself  personally  in  seeing  the 
president  of  the  8th  ward  American  Council  with  other 
Americans  prior  to  the  day  of  the  election  and  assuring  them 
that  on  his  part  they  should  have  every  facility  in  voting. 

The  voting  in  the  8th  Ward  was  free,  fair  and  open  with 
the  exception  referred  to  in  my  deposition  ;  which  was  im- 
material. To  accomplish  this  they  had  a  strong  barricade 
erected,  which  answered  the  purpose  intended. 

James  J.  Murphy. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  "Zth  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859  ? 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 

2nd.  Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the  volume  here 
shown  to  you  and  entitled  "Contested  election  cases,  in  Balti- 
more, November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing  at  page  118. 
Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  iis  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  wh-ether  "the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they^are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in^  the  premises? 

Deponent  answers — Affirmatively  in  all  parts. 
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CroKs-exaniiuatiuii  (Iciliiud  lor  li-asoni^  |)icvi»)Uf<l_r  istatod. 
Thonuts  H.  Martin. 

To  let  interrogfttury — Were  you  nr  jioL  examined,  us  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Haltimoro,  in  the  month  of  Decembor 
last  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  tlie  ])eftce  for  said  city, 
by  and  ou  behalf  of  the  parties  contestinic  the  cdectiou  of 
<lelegates  to  tlie  Hoiiae  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sittiniij  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  10th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859? 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled,  "^  Contested  election 
cases  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,""  commencing  at  page 
159.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if 
not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  aud  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  de])osition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers  affirmatively  in  all  its  parts,  as  far  as  it 
goes- — by  which  he  me^ns,  it  is  not  as  full  as  he  might  have 
made  it. 

Cross-examination  declined,  for  reasons  previously  stated. 

Dr.  Sintze. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  mtmth  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  9th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November.  1859. 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  ''Contested  elec- 
tion cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing 
at  page  140.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same, 
and  if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether 
what  you  depo*<ed  to  at  thfe  examinatiou    referred   to  in   the 
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first  interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein 
as  by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set 
down  as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true 
as  therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
■edge  and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises? 

Deponent — Bead  it  last  night  and  answers  in  the  aifirma- 
tive  in  all  its  parts. 

Cross-examination  declined,  for  reasons  previously  stated. 

Bev.  Mr.  Maier. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  jjarties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  3rd  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859  ? 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  "^'Contested  elec- 
tion cases^  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing 
at  page  46.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and 
if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  what  jDarticulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the  said 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge 
and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises  ? 

Deponent — Has  read  it  and  answers  in  affirmative  in  all 
its  parts. 

Cross-examination  declined,  for  reasons  previously  stated. 

Joshua  Vansant. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice-of  the' peace  for  said  city,  by  and 
on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  delegates  io 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-examined  on 
behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain  occurrences  at 
the  polls  of  the  5th  ward  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2nd 
day  of  November,  1859  ?  '    ' 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 
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To  2ml  interrogatory — Look  at  tlie  deposition  printotl  in 
the  volume  hero  sliOAvii  to  you  and  entitled  ''Contested  elec- 
tion cases,  in  Baltimore,  ISovemher  2nc],  1859,"  eommcncing 
at  ])aj;e  00.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same, 
and  it  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  tlie  (■ommittec  whether 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
hy  yon  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having-  been  dej)osed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  Tf  they  arc  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  Mduit  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  tlie  said 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge  and 
the  whole  truth  in  the  premises? 

Deponent — Has  read  it  and  answers  affirmatively  in  all  its 
parts. 

Cross-examination  declined,  for  reasons  previously  stated. 

Levi  D.  Ballard . 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
befor  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by  and 
on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-examined  on 
behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain  occurrences  at 
the  polls  of  the  18th  ward  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
2nd  day  of  November,  1859  ? 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  shown  to  yon  and  entitled  "Contested  elec- 
tion cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd_,  1859,"  commencing 
at  page  265.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same, 
and  if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  w^hether 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the  said 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge 
and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises  ? 

Deponent — Has  read  it  and  answers  affirmatively  in  all  its 
parts. 

Cross-examination  declined,  for  reasons  previously  stated. 

John  C.  Kraniz. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  th<3  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
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by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  2nd  ward  of  tlie  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  IS'ovember^  1859. 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  yon  and  entitled,  ' '  Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  JSTovember  2d,  1859,"  commencing  at  page 
37.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory, is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  hath  just  read  it,  and  answers  in  the  affirma- 
tive in  all  its  parts. 

Cross-examination  declined,  for  reasons  previously  stated. 

Theodore  Woodall. 

To  1st  interrogatory. — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  16th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859. 

Deponent  saith — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled,  "^^ Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,''  commencing  at  page 
256.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  ti>  at  the  examination  referred  to- .in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fa-ilrly  arid  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed /to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  It  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  ^  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  wljole  truth  in  the  premises. 
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D«pou«ut  taitb — It  ii,  and  that  tb«  faoti  thereiu  8t«,ted  ttn» 
true. 

S.  Teakh  Waliis. 

To  Ifcit  interrogatory — Were  vuii  or  not  examined,  ns  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  tlic  month  of  December 
last,  hetbre  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  ])eace  for  said  eity, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  oonteslinj^  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  10th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859. 

Deponent  saith — He  -vvas. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled,  ''Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d.  1859,'"'  commencing  at  page 
164.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  tirst  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairl}'"  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

A.  I  have  read  it,  and  it  is  correctly  set  down,  except  that 
on  page  164,  in  my  answer  to  2nd  question,  I  am  made  to 
say,  that  I  was  present  at  the  polls  with  short  intervals  of 
about  one-fourth  of  an  hour  each  ;  it  should  be  with  two  short 
intervals,  with  that  exception,  and  some  unimportant  f^typo- 
graphical  error.s,  mv  deposition  is  properly  set  down  ;  the 
facts  therein  stated  are  true. 

Theodore  Tf'oor^aU. 

(Cross  examined  by  counsel  for  Mr.  Gaither.j 

1st.  interrogatory — In  answer  to  one  of  the  questions  stated 
in  the  book,  you  speak  of  having  twice  snapped  a  pistol. 
Was  the  same  loaded  or  not  ?  What  kind  of  pistol  was  it  ? 
With  how  many  balls  loaded  ?  Of  what  weight  were  the 
balls  ?  When  are  where  did  you  procure  said  pistol  ?  For 
what  purpose  and  with  what  intent  did  you  have  it  with  you 
on  the  day  of  the  election  and  why  was  it  loaded  ? 

Dep.  answers — It  wasloaded.  It  was  a  Maynard  Primer,  one 
of  the  kind  that  John  Brown  had  at  Harper's  Ferry.  It  was 
loaded  with  six  balls  one  in  each  chamber.  It  was  a  small 
sized  improved    Colt  ball.     I   proeured  it  iit  Harper's  Ferry 
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soon  after  the  invasion.  It  was  given  to  me  by  Col.  Barbour. 
I  was  employed  by  Gov.  Wise,  andhad been  traveling  tlirough 
the  country  and  had  no  arms  at  that  time  to  defend  myself 
witli  ;  and  he  gave  me  this  pistol.  I  was  sent  into  Ohio  (in 
the  western  part)  and  into  the  Southern  part  of  Virginia  to 
Wytheville.  I  left  Harper's  Ferry  at  one  o'clock  A.  M.,  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  of  election,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore 
at  5.  A,  M.  and  had  the  pistol  with  me. 

2nd.  interroga,tory — Between  5  o'clock  and  the  hour  you 
went  to  the  polls  were  you,  or  not  at  home  ?  Had  you,  or 
had  you  not  changed  your  clothes,  or  undressed? 

Dep.  answers — I  had  been  at  home  and  changed  my  clothes, 
I  wore  the  pistol  in  a  belt,  took  it  off  when  I  changed  my 
suit  and  put  it  on  when  I  went  to  the  polls. 

Cross-examination  of  Theodore  Woodall  declined  by  coun- 
sel for  Mr.  Purnell  for  reasons  previously  stated. 

S.  Teahle   Wallis. 

(Recalled  and  examined  in  chief  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Pur- 
nell.) 

1st.  interrogatory — State  if  you  please  whether  the  Reform 
committee  in  the  preparation  and  printing  of  their  tickets,  so 
far  as  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  was  concerned,  acted 
with  any  reference  to  the  political  distinctions  of  Democrat 
and  American  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Reform  com- 
mittee, but  I  think  I  know  what  was  their  plan  in  the  print- 
ing and  distribution  of  their  tickets,  their  object  was  what  it 
professed  to  be,  a  reform  in  municipal  oftices  ;  and  all  offices 
connected  with  the  city  ;  the  question  of  the  Comptrollership 
and  of  the  election  to  Congress  were  not  embraced  in  their 
purposes  ;  and  every  Reformer  was  left  entirely  free  to  adopt 
his  preference  in  regard  to  those  offices  ;  for  this  purpose  the 
Reform  tickets  were  printed,  part  with  Mr.  Purnell' s  name, 
and  the  names  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  Harris  upon  them  and 
part  with  the  names  of  Messrs.  Jarrett,  Harrison  and  Pres- 
ton. 

To  answer  the  latter  part  of  the  question  directly,  I  reply, 
that  the  Reform  tickets  were  not  prepared  or  printed  with  re- 
ference to  political  distinctions  so  far  as  the  Comptrollership  was 
concerned. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  to  meat  again  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Jan.  Slat. 


n 


TUESDAY,  January  21  st,  1860. 

The  committee  met. 

Present:  Mr.  Freancr,  Cliairmau. 

Mr.  Gaither  is  not  present  in  person,  nor  by  counsel,  and 
the  presence  of  a  quorum  is  waived. 

Dr.  John  Ilorris  was  called,  and  having  been  previously 
Bworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

(Examined  in  chief  by  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city^ 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  9tli  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  November,  1859. 

Deponent  answers — He  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
voliune  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  "Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,"  commencing  at  page 
149.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  wdiole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have,  they  are  true  in  every  particu- 
lar. 

Dr.  J.  Hanson  Thomas  was  called  and  sworn,  and  testified 
as  follows  : 

In  chief  by  contestants. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
3 
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delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
oeciirreDCcs  at  the  polls  of  the  lltli  Avard  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
JROYQ,  on  the  2ad  day  of  ISTovember,  1859, 
"Deponent  answer?: — He  ■u'as. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  yoii  and  entitled  ''Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,"  commencing  at  page 
183.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogator}^ is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down^ 
please  state  in  Avhat  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  ansvrers — I  have  read  it  and  I  would  state  that 
my  evidence  as  therein  set  down,  is  substantially  true,  I  be- 
lieve as  true  as  I  could  make  it  from  my  recollection  of  the 
facts,  not  expecting  to  be  called  upon  to  give  an  affidavit  of 
the  facts.  I  would  also  state  that  as  some  correspondence  has 
taken  place  in  the  Sun,  between  Mr.  Eshbaugh  and  myself, 
and  the  Eev.  Mr.  Clarke,  President  of  Loyola  College,  as  to 
certain  questions  put  to  him  by  Mr.  Eshbaugh  questioning 
his  right  to  vote ;  and  that  I  am  convinced  that  my  testimony 
was  substantially  correct.  Wm.  H.  Xorris  and  C.  Hughes 
Armistad,  Picforra  challenger,  were  present  and  have  since 
confirmed  my  statement. 

Peier  G,  Sauerweiro  was  called  and  having  been  sw^orn  de- 
posed as  follows: 

(Examined  in  ciiief  by  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory — "Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates,  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls'.of  tjic  12th  ward  of  the' city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  clay  of.  November,  1859? 

Deponent  answers— I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory— ^Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  ''Contested  elec- 
tion cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2ndj  1859,"  commencing 
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atpaf]je200.  Please  state  whether  yon  have  rea^I  the  same,  and 
if  not,  ])lease  vctvd  the  same  ami  loll  tin;  comuiitlco  Avlictlier 
what  you  deposed  to  at  tlie  examination  rei'erred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  heen  de])osed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  what  particulars  tliey  arc  not,  and  corr^r-t  the  said. 
de])osition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  repre^i'nt  y..:ir  l.riiwh.'dgo 
and.  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it  and  it  is  true  witli  one 
exception,  that  is  that  Boyle  instead  of  being  a  nominee  for 
the  City  Council,  was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination.  I  have 
read  ]\Ir.  Yellott's  statement,  attempting  to  impeach  the 
credibility  of  my  testimony ;  it  does  not  go  to  the  inijmrtant 
fact  testified  to  by  me;  but  merely  to  collateral  and  unimpor- 
tant facts.  I  would  state  that  1  am  .salisficd  that  my  testi- 
mony is  true  in  every  particular. 

George  H.  Kyle  was  called  and  having  been  sworn  testified 
as  follows: 

(Examined  in  chief  by  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  saivl  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  toucliing  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  loth  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  "Contested  elec- 
tion cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing 
at  page  237.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same, 
and  if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whetlier 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  dov.'n.tlierein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facls  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  ti-ueas  tliere- 
in  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fiiirly  sot  down,  })lca'5c 
state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the  said, 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge 
and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it.  They  are  true.  I  am 
satisfied  that  at  least  seven  hundred  Reform  votes  would  hav& 
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been  polled  in  the  IStli  -ward,  instead  of  one  hundred  as  re- 
turned, but  for  tlie  accident  to  my  brotljer  and  myself.  At 
least  two  hundred  Reform  voters  have  told  me  that  they  would 
have  voted,  but  for  the  attack  on  my  brother  and  myself. 

Lawrence  Scmgston  was  called  and  having  been  sworn  tes- 
tified as  follows  : 

(Examined  in  chief  by  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  silting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  14th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859. 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shoAvn  to  you  and  entitled  "contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,"  commencingatpage 
234.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and 
if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether 
-what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the 
first  interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  there- 
in as  by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set 
down  as  having  been  deposed  toby  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
edge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it  and  affirm  the  evidence 
in  every  particular. 

(Examined  in  chief  by  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  ) 

1st  interrogatory— ^ytate  if  you  please  wdiether  you  were  a 
member  of  the  Reform  party  or  Reibrm  committee  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore  ?  If  yea,  state  whether  the  object  of  that  party 
BO  far  as  you  know,  extended  beyond  a  reform  in  the  munici- 
pal offices  connected  with  the  reformation  of  the  city. 

Deponent  answers — 1  was  a  member  of  the  Reform  party. 
The  Reform  movement  was  confined  to  the  election  of  City 
Officers  and  members  of  the  Lregislature.  It  was  not  design- 
ed to  embrace  State  offices. 

2nd  interrogatory— State  if  you  please  for  whom  you  voted 
on  that  occasion  for  Comptroller?  and  state,  whether  you 
know  of  other  Reformers  who  voted  as  you  did,  and  if.  yea, 
state  the  names  of  such  of  them  as  you  know  ? 
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Deponent  answers — I  voted  for  Mr.  Piirnell.  I  know  of 
throe  ^\v.  Ilaniillon,  (J.  Doiip;la.s.s  Hamilton  and  two  broth- 
ers) !ind  Doc.  J.  Irvin  Smith.  1  cannot  ol'mv  own  kntAvh.dge 
at  this  time  recall  the  names  ol*  any  t)thers.  Tickets  were 
printed  hv  the  llelorm  association  with  names  fur  Congress 
and  State  offices  to  suit  all  parties. 

To  ord  interrogatory — State,  if  you  jdease,  from  which  po- 
litical organization  the  Ilelbrm  party  was  principally  made 
up  ? 

Deponent  answers — In  the  18th  ward  it  was  principally 
made  up  of  members  of  the  American  party,  or  of  those  who 
had  afliliated  with  it.  So  far  as  his  knowledge  extends,  a 
large  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Reform  party  came  from 
the  American  party,  that  is,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  move- 
ment. I  should  think  that  three-fourths  of  those  belonging 
to  the  Eeform  party  were  members  of  the  American  party, 
Old  Line  Whigs  and  opponents  of  the  Democratic  party. 

4th  interrogatory — Can  you  recall  the  names  of  any  Re- 
formers who  had  determined  to  vote  for  Mr.  Puruell,  or  were 
supporters  of  him,  but  did  not  vote  at  that  election  by  reason 
of  being  forcibly  kept  from  the  polls  ? 

The  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  contended  for  the  admissibili- 
ty of  evidence  going  to  show  that  voters  who  designed  and  in- 
tended voting  for  Mr.  Purnell,  were  kept  away  from  tlie  polls. 
The  witness  having  answered  preliminarily  that  he  could  only 
answer  this  question  by  what  others  told  him,  it  was  over- 
ruled by  the  committee. 

3Tr.  Alexander,  of  counsel  for  Mr.  Gaither,  objected  to  the 
committee  acting  without  a  quorum. 

The  absent  members  were  sent  for,  and  Messrs.  Gordon  and 
Harding  attending,  a  quorum  was  had  and  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded. 

To  5th  interrogatory — Can  you  state  whether  you  have  ex- 
amined the  Reform  tickets  voted  in  the  18th  ward?  If  yea, 
state  whether  any  of  them,  and  how  many  of  them,  had  the 
name  of  Mr.  Purnell  on  them  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  have  not  seen  them. 

6th  interrogatory — Can  you  estimate  what  proportion  of  the 
Reformers  proclaimed  themselves,  or  were  supporters  of  Mr. 
Purnell  ? 

To  this  question  objection  was  made  and  the  question  over- 
ruled. 

To  7th  interrogatory — Do  you  know  of  any  Reformers  who 
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■would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Purnell,  but  did  not  vote  for  him 
hj  reason  of  being  forcibly  kept  from  the  polls  ? 

Deponent  answers — Two  gentlemen  (Reformers)  have  in- 
formed nic  within  the  last  week,  that  they  would  have  voted 
for  Mr.  Purnell,  but  were  kept  from  the  polls  by  intimidation. 
I  can  only  recall  to  mind  two  persons,  who  since  the  election 
have  told  me  that  they  intended  to  vote  for  Mr.  Purnell,  and 
who  said  they  were  kept  from  the  polls. 

By  Mr.  Freaner,  chairman. 

Question — To  what  political  party  did  you  belong  previous 
to  your  joining  the  Eeformers  ? 

Deponent  answers — To  the  American  part3^ 

Further,  in  reply,  the  witness,  Lawrence  Sangston,  said, 
that  he  desired  to  state  that  he  had  had  no  special  conversa- 
tion with  persons,  nor  made  inquiries  upon  the  subject  at  all, 
but  had  these  conversations  casually. 

The  chairman  objected  to  this  part  of  the  answer  being  put 
down,  as  the  question  had  been  already  answered  by  the  wit- 
ness ;  and  tlie  committee  sustained  the  objection  and  refused 
to  allow  the  answer  to  be  recorded  ; 

Whereupon,  Wm.  H.  Purnell,  enters  this,  his  protest  and 
objection,  to  this  ruling  of  the  committee,  and  desires  it  to  be 
filed  in  this  case. 

W.  H.  PUENELL. 

31st  Jan'y,  1860. 

Doct.  Baxley  was  called  and  sworn. 
(Examined  in  chief  by  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory — Vv^ere  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last, 
before  Daniel  Myers  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by  and 
on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-examined  on 
behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain  occurrences  at 
the  polls  of  the  14th  ward  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2nd 
day  of  November,  1859  ?      . 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  "Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  18,59,"  commencing  at  page 
224.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as   having  been   deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are   not   true   as 
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therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  stale  in  what  particulars  they  arc  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
edge and  tlie  whole  truth  in  tiie  premises. 

Deponent  answers — The  statement  is  correct  with  this  cx- 
ce])tion,  that  on  page  225,  I  am  made  to  say  that  Sonny 
White  was  shot  in  the  right  eye,  when  I  did  say  that  he  was 
shot  in  the  lei't. 

Cross-examination  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Purncll  declined  for 
reasons  previously  stated. 

Win.  G.  Foshenner  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory ^ — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  tlie  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  sfid  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-exam- 
ined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain  occur- 
rences at  the  polls  of  the  15th  ward  of  the  city  of  Baitiniore, 
on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859. 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  ''Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing  at 
page  276.  Please  state  Avhether  you  have  read  the  same,  and 
if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the 
first  interrogatory  is  or  is  not  lairly  and  truly  set  down  there- 
in as  by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set 
down  as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true 
as  therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  ])articulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  sliall  truly  represent  your  knowl- 
edge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it  and  the  facts  as  therein 
set  down  are  true. 

Ji.  H.  Cushing  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  Irith  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 


To  2nd  interrogatorj — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
tlie  volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  '^Contested  clec- 
tien  cases,  in  Baltimore,  Novemher  2nd,  1859,"  commencing 
at  page  219.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same, 
and  if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  what  jmrticulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the  said 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge 
and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises? 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it  and  answers  affirmative- 
ly in  all  parts. 

Dr.  John  B.  Williams  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  13th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled  "Contested  elec- 
tion cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing 
at  page  217.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same, 
and  if  not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts,  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the  said 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge 
and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises? 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it,  and  the  fa<;ts  therein 
stated  are  true.  .      .       ' 

Wm.  Sioindell  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examin.ed,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last, 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice,of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
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atid  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members,  toucliing  certain 
occurrences  at  tlio  polls  of  the  17th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1850? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in 
the  volume  here  iihown  to  yuu,  and  entitled,  "  Contested  elec- 
tion cases  in  Baltimore,  November  2nd,  1850,"  commencing 
at  page  253.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same, 
and  if  not,  please  read  the  same,  and  tell  the  committee  wheth- 
er wiiat  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the 
first  interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fiairly  and  truly  set  down  there- 
in as  by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set 
down  as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it,  and  the  evidence  there- 
in contained  is  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Joseph  n.  Bean  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — "Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel- Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  loth  w^ard  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled,  "Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1850,"  commencing  at  page 
207.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know-* 
iedge  and  the  whol©  truth  in  the  premisee. 
4 


Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it  and  tlie  evidence  therein 
stated  is  true. 

John  P.  Brotherton  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last, 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by 
and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-ex- 
amined on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members,  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  18th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  iN'oTember,  1859  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Looh  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you,  and  entitled,  ''  Contested  election 
cases  in  Baltimore,  ^November  2nd,  1859,"  commencing  at 
page  268.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and 
if  not,  please  read  the  same,  and  tell  the  committee  whether 
what  you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first 
interrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as  there- 
in set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  down,  please 
state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the  said 
deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  knowledge  and 
the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it,  and  the  evidence  as  sta' 
ted  therein  is  true. 

Fdix  McCurley  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  JDelegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  j)olls  of  the  18tn  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  iNovember,  1859?. 

Deponent  answers — I  was.  .  - 

To  2nd  interrogatory — -Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled,  "Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,"  commencing  at  page 
259.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
yon  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
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terrogatory  is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  wlicther  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  arc  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  ftiirly  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  tliey  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it  and  it  is  correct. 

Chas.  W.  G.  Baugliman  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December  last 
before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city,  by  and 
on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross-examined  on 
behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain  occurrences  at 
the  polls  of  the  19th  ward  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2d 
day  of  November,  1859? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled,  "Contested  election 
cases,  in  Baltimore,  November  2d,  1859,"  commencing  at  page 
282.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if  not, 
please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory, is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairl)^  set  down, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it ;  they  are  correctly  set 
down,  and  they  are  true. 

Benj.  Horn  was  called  and  sworn. 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  or  not  examined,  as  a  wit- 
ness, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  December 
last  before  Daniel  Myers,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  city, 
by  and  on  behalf  of  the  parties  contesting  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  and  cross- 
examined  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  touching  certain 
occurrences  at  the  polls  of  the  20th  ward  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1859  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 
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To  2nd  interrogatory — Look  at  the  deposition  printed  in  the 
volume  here  shown  to  you  and  entitled,  "  Contested  election 
cases  in  Baltimore,  ITovemher  2d,  1859,"  commencing  at  page 
287.  Please  state  whether  you  have  read  the  same,  and  if 
not,  please  read  the  same  and  tell  the  committee  whether  what 
you  deposed  to  at  the  examination  referred  to  in  the  first  in- 
terrogatory is  or  is  not  fairly  and  truly  set  down  therein  as 
by  you  so  deposed  to,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  down 
as  having  been  deposed  to  by  you,  are  or  are  not  true  as 
therein  set  down.  If  they  are  not  true,  or  fairly  set  doAvn, 
please  state  in  what  particulars  they  are  not,  and  correct  the 
said  deposition,  so  that  it  shall  truly  represent  your  know- 
ledge and  the  whole  truth  in  the  premises. 

Deponent  answers — I  have  read  it  and  they  are  true. 

Wm.  Swindell  recalled  and  examined  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Purnell. 

State  whether  or  not  you  were  a  member  of  the  Keform  par- 
ty or  Pteform  committee,  at  the  late  election?  If  yea,  state  for 
whom  you  voted  for  Comptroller  and  whether  you  voted  a  Re- 
form or  American  ticket. 

Deponent  answers — I  was  ;  I  voted  for  Mr.  Purnell  and  vo- 
ted a  Eeiorm  ticket. 

Wm.  H.  Owens  was  called  and  sworn,  and  examined  on  the 
part  of  contestants. 

1st  interrogatory — Were  you  a  legal  voter  in  the  18th  ward 
of  Baltimore  on  the  2nd  November,  1859  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  was. 

2d  interrogatory — Was  there  any  obstacle  to  a  free  and  fair 
vote  of  that  ward  ?  If  so  state  the  nature  and  extent  of  such 
obstacle. 

Deponent  answers — There  were  considerable  obstacles,  in- 
deed ;  there  was  no  chance  to  deposit  the  legal  vote  of  the 
ward.  I  was  at  the  polls  at  half  past  8  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  found  them  obstructed  by,  and  in  the  hands  of  an 
infuriated  mob.  Mr.  Felix  McCurley  and" myself  took  Reform 
tickets  at  the  polls,  and  held  them  i'or  a  few  moments  ;  when 
Mr.  McCurley  was  attad^ed  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Deaver 
■who  said  that  those,  tickets,  should  not  be  held  by  him  (Mr. 
Curley)  at  those  polls.  Deaver  was  backed  up  by  the  mob 
and  McCurley  was  severely.'  and  horribly  beaten  by  them.  I 
remained  at  the  polls  until  about  half  past  ten  o'clock  when 
being  convinced  that  no  election  would  take  place  that  day,  I 
left. 
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Wm.  H.  Hooper  was  called  and  sworn. 

(Examined  on  the  part  of  contestants.) 

1st.  interrogatory — Were  you  a  legal  voter  in  tlio  3rd  ward 
of  Baltimore  on  tlie  2nd  Nov.  1859  ? 

Deponent  answers — I  was  and  have  been  for  15  years. 

2nd  interrogatory — Was  there  any  obstacle  to  a  free  and 
fair  vote  of  the  ward  ?  If  so,  state  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  obstacle. 

Deponent  answers — I  went  to  the  polls  about  15  minutes 
past  ten  o'clock,  and  found  a  barricade  in  front  of  the  window 
running  parallel  with  the  house  and  between  7  or  8  feet  high. 

I  went  up  through  the  passage  way  and  voted  ;  each  side, 
the  side  towards  the  house  and  the  side  of  the  barricade  was 
lined  with  members  of  the  American  party.  I  voted  and 
went  to  the  upper  or  northern  end  of  the  barricade  and  stop- 
ped there  a  few  moments  to  look  on.  Some  one  of  them 
whom  I  do  not  know,  who  had  his  hands  full  of  American 
tickets,  said,  Hooper  we  have  allowed  you  to  vote  and  you 
must  now  leave.  I  then  went  to  the  front  of  the  barricade 
close  to  the  curb-stone  and  stood  there  some  10  to  15  minutes 
when  a  party  of  men  from  the  upper  end  of  the  ward  came 
down  and  said  let  us  clear  the  polls  of  the  d — d  Eeformers. 
They  all  went  within  the  barricade  but  I  could  not  see  wheth- 
er they  voted  or  not  ;  they  came  out  in  front  of  the  barricade 
and  commenced  changing  their  hats  and  coats  ;  then  they 
went  up  the  aisle  again  with  American  tickets  in  their  hands. 
This  they  did  several  times  v/hile  I  was  there.  The}^  were 
then  joined  by  another  crowd  from  the  2nd  ward  (Rough 
Skins)  and  then  commenced  hauling  and  pulling  persons 
about  in  the  crowd  and  cursing;  they  then  obstructed  the 
polls  so  much  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  approach 
them  ;  one  of  them  said_,  now,  let  us  clear  the  polls;  they  then 
made  a  rush  for  the  street  and  knocked  down  several  persons* 
after  that  time  there  was  no  chance  for  persons  to  get  to  the 
polls,  so  far  as  I  could  see.    I  remained  there  until   half  past 

II  o'clock  and  becoming  satisfied  that  there  v/as  no  fair  elec- 
tion I  left.  I  went  back  in  the  evening  and  remained  there 
a  few  moments,  and  finding  things  as  they  were  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  left. 

H.  P.  Broohs  was  called  and  sworn. 
(Examined  on  the  part  of  contestants.) 

To  1st  interrogatory — Were  you  a  legal  voter  in  the  12th 
ward  of  Baltimore,  on  the  2ud  November,  1859  ? 
Answer — I  was. 


2nd  interrogatory  by  contestants — Was  there  any  obstacle 
to  a  free  and  fair  vote  of  the  ward?  If  so,  state  the  nature 
and  extent  of  such  obstacle. 

A.  I  occupied  a  position  at  the  window  as  challenger  for 
the  Eeform  party,  at  from  10  to  15  minutes  after  the  polls 
opened  up  to  about  half-past  12  o'clock,  and  from  then  from 
three  to  about  a  quarter  before  six.  There  was  a  number  of 
men,  who  held  the  polls  opposite  to  me;  and  when  particular 
voters  would  approach  the  polls,  one  or  more  of  them  would 
step  out  and  knock  them  down.  There  was  one  policeman 
who  took  his  place  opposite  to  me,  who  complained  that  others 
of  the  police  would  not  come  to  his  assistance,  to  enable  men 
who  were  assaulted  to  vote.  He  succeeded  in  getting  some 
8  or  10  voters  who  were  assaulted  to  vote,  though  some  of 
them  were  severely  beaten,  and  had  their  clothes  partly  torn 
off  while  in  his  hands. 

One  of  the  candidates  on  the  American  ticket  and  two  of 
the  policemen  and  one  of  the  judges  of  election,  ordered  the 
policeman  before  referred  to,  to  go  away,  that  he  was  creating 
disturbance. 

He  left  about  half-past  11  o'clock.  I  left  myself  about 
half-past  12  o'clock,  M.,  and  announced  at  the  window,  that 
I  would  not  remain,  as  I  could  not  protect  the  voters.  At 
intervals  during  the  day  challengers  on  the  American  side 
would  get  on  the  window  and  curse  the  judges  for  allowing 
two  to  be  overruled  by  one.  The  Eeform  judge  would  some- 
times put  the  book  at  a  number  of  men  who  offered  to  vote, 
as  to  their  right  to  vote ;  and  the  outsiders  objected  to  their 
being  sworn  and  would  curse  the  judges  for  persisting  in  it. 
The  parties  would  occasionally  refuse  to  swear,  would  retire 
from  the  window  and  would  again  offer  to  vote  a  few  minutes 
afterwards. 

I  saw  during  the  day  a  number  of  voters  brought  up  to  the 
polls,  whose  faces  were  cut  and  mangled  all  to  pieces,  I  do 
Aot  know  what  ward  they  came  from,  though  I  know  that 
they  came  from  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  polls. '  I 
do  not  know  that  they  were  cooped  in  the  12th  ward.  The 
violence  at  the  polls  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  make  any 
one  feel  that  his  life  might  be  taken  at  any  moment  without 
the  protection  of  the  authorities. 

After  the  police  officer  left-no  persons  who  were  assaulted 
got  their  votes  in.     There  was  about  a  dozen  assaulted. 

Mr.  Stockbridge,  of  counsel  for  the  contestants,  here  an- 
nounced that  he  vfould  close  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
testants. .    - 

The  committee  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Thursday 
evening,  February  2nd, 
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THURSDAY,  Feb.  2,  1860. 


The  committee  met. 


Present :  Messrs.  Freaner,  chairman,  Wilson,  of  Harford, 
Morgan  and  Medders. 

The  Committee,  not  being  prepared  to  decide  as  to  the  lati- 
tude to  be  allowed  the  claimants,  in  the  further  investigation 
of  the  case, 

Adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday  evening,  Feb.  Tth. 


WEDNESDAY  E^^ENmO,  Feb.  8,  1860. 

The  committee  met. 

Present :  Messrs.  Freaner,  chairman,  Gordon,  Harding, 
Morgan,  Wilson,  of  Harford,  and  Medders. 

The  chairman  announced  the  determination  of  the  commit- 
tee to  confine  the  further  investigation  of  the  cases  before  the 
committee  to  the  fact  as  to  whether  there  was  or  was  not  an 
election  in  Baltimore,  on  the  2nd  day  of  ISTovember,  1859, 


TESTIMONY 


TAKEN   BEFORE   A 


COMMITTEE  OE  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES 


OF   MARYLAND, 


ON 


OOISrTESTED    ELECTIOJSTS 


COMMITTEE    ON  CONTESTED    ELECTIONS. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Monday,  February  13tli,  1860. 

The  Committee  met  to-night  at  McCullough's  Houhc  at 
half  past  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Gordon,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Freaner,  in  the  chair.  Present  Messrs.  Freaner,  Gor- 
don, Goldsborough  and  Morgan. 

Thomas  Wolen,  called  and  sworn  by  Mr.  Alexander  : 

Q.  "Were  you  or  not  a  judge  of  election  in  the  first  ward  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  second  day  of  November  last  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  At  what  hour  were  the  polls  opened  ? 

A.  9  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  kept  open? 

A.  Until  6  o'clock. 

Q.  Were  they  kept  open  continuously  during  l^he  whole 
day? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  the  polling — was  it  regular  or  otherwise? 

A.  It  was  regular. 

Q.  Was  there  any  unusual  degree  of  violence,  fighting  or 
rioting  on  that  occasion  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  any  fighting  during  the  day. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  that  ward? 

A.  I  have  resided  there  for  5  years. 

Q.  It  is  from  your  own  experience  of  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing elections  in  that  ward  that  you  say  there  was  no  unusual 
degree  of  fighting,  violence  and  rioting  ?  ♦ 

A.  Yes  sir,  I  think  it  was  the  (j^uietest  election  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Was  there  or  not  any  apparent  means  resorted  to,  to 
prevent  a  full  vote  being;  polled  on  that  day? 


A.  I  think  almost  any  one  could  vote. 

Chairman — You  did  not  answer  the  question — were  there 
any  means  resorted  to,  to  prevent  a  fair  vote  being  polled  ? 
Were  any  violent  means  resorted  to  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  violent  means.  There 
was  a  little  fighting  and  howling,  which  occur  at  almost 
every  election. 

Mr.  Alexander — Q.  Looking  to  the  territorial  extent  of 
the  ward,  was  or  not  the  place  where  the  elections  were  held 
a  convenient  place  or  otherwise  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  the  most  convenient  place  that  could  he 
had  in  the  ward.     It  was  central. 

By  Mr.  Eagner — State  your  age  and  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  going  on  48  years  old,  and  my  occupation  is  that 
of  a  cooper. 

[Cross  examination  reserved,  on  account  of  the  printed 
testimony  not  being  at  hand.] 

Frederick  S  Turner,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  State  whether  you  are  a  resident 
of  the  first  ward  ? 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  election  held  on  the  second  of  No- 
vember last  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  what  was  the  character  of  that  election,  so  far  as 
you  were  a  witness  of  it  ? 

A.  I  was  there  in  the  morning,  possibly  about  half-past 
nine  o'clock,  and  I  voted.  I  did  not  stay  there  over  half  an 
hour,  and  after  leaving  the  polls,  returned  to  my  business  in 
Institute  market.  I  returned  to  the  polls  between  12  and  1 
o'clock  again,  and  remained  there  may  be  half  an  hour,  from 
that  I  went  home,  and  did  not  come  out  again  the  whole 
day. 

Q.  Give  your  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  election 
whilst  you  were  there  ?  Was  there  any  obstruction  to  voters 
coming  up  and  voting  ?      -  _ 

A.  Whilst  there,  I  saw  no  obstruction. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  see  any  unusual  degree  uf  violence  or 
rioting  on  that  day  ?  . 

A.  i  did  not.  I  saw  nothing,  whilst  I  was  there.  I 
thought  it  was  the  most  mode-rate  One  we  have  had  for  some 
time. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  in  that  ward? 

A.  I  have  been  a  resident-  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  for 
about  30  years,  and  in  that  ward  about  22  or  2?>  years. 

Q.  State  your  age  ? 

A.   T  am  going  on  31. 


Q,  So  far  ais  yoa  saw  of  that  election,  was  there  any  in- 
timidation or  violent  hindrance  to  voters? 

A.  No  sir,  I  saw  nothing  oi"  the  kind  to  iny  knowledge, 
but  only  I  was  not  there  long.  The  time  I  was  there,  I  saw 
two  young  men  with  a  passage  of  arms  between  themselves, 
which  1  thought  way  the  result  of  whiskey.  That  was  the 
only  tight  I  saw. 

Q.  Was  the  fight  between  individuals  or  bodies  of  men? 

A.  It  was  between  two  individuals  as  I  thought,  sir. 
There  Avas  no  body  of  men  that  I  noticed.  I  don't  suppose  I 
was  there  both  times  put  together,  not  over  half  an  hour. 

[The  printed  testimony  having  arrived.] 

TJiomas  Woolen,  was  recalled  for  cross-examination. 

By  Mr.   Gordon — What  portion  of  the  city  do  you  live  in  ? 

A.  The  east  end. 

Q.  Does  the  ward  extend  down  to  the  water? 

A.  Yes,  down  to  the  water. 

Q.  How  far  up  the  other  way? 

A.  As  far  as  the  Point. 

Q.  Is  Laudenslager's  Hill  in  tiie  ilrst  ward? 

A.  It  is. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  ward  is  the  largest  population  in? 

A.  Towards  the  Point. 

Q.  Is  the  city  built  up  continuously  to  Laudenslager's  Hill  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  intervenes  between  tiie  B^int  and  the  Hill  ? 

A.  Waste  ground. 

Q.  Ho Av  much  is  there? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Are  there  scattering  houses  all  around  the  Hill? 

A.  It  is  all  thickly  settled. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  the  Point  to  th»  Hill  ? 

A.  I  suppose  it  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  :  I  don't  think  it  is 
more. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held  ? 

A.  They  were  held  right  on  the  Hill. 

Q.  Was  there  a  large  portion  of  the  population  down  where 
the  polls  were  held  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  those  wlio  reside  near  the  common  priocipally 
Germans  ? 

A.  There  were  a  great  many  (.Termans  and  Irish. 

Q.  Were  there  any  obstructions  on  the  common  across 
there  ? 

A.  I  could  not  see  what  was  going  on  there,  a.s  1  was  in 
the  house. 

Q.   Did  vou  hoar  anv  <!ischn)'i:e  (tf  uvni«? 
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A.  I,  maybe,  beard  al'pistol  or  two, but  I  don't  know  wheth- 
er it  was  there  or  where  it  was. 

Q.  You  are  a  cooper.     Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  been  a  contributor  towards  the  support  of  any 
of  them  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  never  gave  a  cent  towards  tlie  support  of  any 
of  them  in  my  life. 

By  Mr.  Freaner. — Did  you  ever  march  in  procession  with 
them? 

A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  crowding  about  the  polls  at 
the  window  ? 

A.  Yes  I  saw  one  or  two — no  more  than  one  or  two  ;  there 
was  a  great  pushing  there. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  keep  them  away  ? 

A.  I  tried  to  keep  order,  but  I  could  not  do  it. 

Q.  Had  you  not  the  power  to  keep  order  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  tried  to  do  the  best  I  could. 

Q.  Did  you  call  the  police  ? 

A.  There  were  very  few  there. 

Q.  Did  you  call  the  few  there  were  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  called  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gerrard,  and  he 
came  and  made  the  way  clear. 

Q.  Who  voted  then  ? 

A.  I  don't  know;  I  tlon't  recollect  the  party. 

Q.  Was  there  any  crowding  after  that? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  some. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  the  peace  then  ? 

A.  I  tried  to  do  it,  and,  so  far  as  I  could,  I  prevented  the 
rushing. 

Q.  Did  you  use  every  legal  means  in  your  power  to  pre- 
serve order  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  As  a  judge  of  election,  have  you  or  not  the  same  pow- 
er that  justices  of  the  peace  have  ? 

A.  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  Did  you  put  anybody  to  jail? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  there  very  much  crowding?  ■ 

A.  I  saw  one  or  two  pushed  aAyay,  but  1  don't  think  there 
were  more ;  I  saw  some  pushed  away  who  came  back  and 
voted  afterwards.  .    " 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  person  struck? 

A.  I  did  not  during  the  whole  day. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  only  one  or  two  instances  of  men  be- 
ing crowded  away  from,  the  polls? 
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A.  That'K  «il,  »ir. 

Q.   Were  there  any  Ktoiies  tliro\Tu  iuat  the  wimiow  !' 

A.  Tliere  were  after  bix  o'clock  in  the  evening;  there  were 
one  or  I  wo  tlii-owi)  in  iihoiif  th*-  tin)".-  ot'  th<^  closing  of  the 
polls. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  violence  that  wan  per})etrated  at  the 
polls  control  the  access  to  the  polls,  or  prevent  persons  IVoni 
coming  up  to  vote? 

A.  There  was  a  pushing. 

Q.  Did  that  ])ushing  prevent  jtersons  ironi  getting  to  the 
polls  ? 

A.  I  think  it  prevented  those  men  I  spoke  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  threats  made  to  any  of  the  judges  of 
election  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  think  there  were. 

Q.  Was  the  shutter  taken  off  the  windoAv  ? 

A.  It  was,  after  the  polls  were  closed. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  it  ? 

A.  It  was  thrown  into  tlie  window. 

Q.  Was  any  person  struck  ? 

A.  One  of  the  clerks  w-as  struck. 

Q.  Were  any  threats  made  toward  him  prior  to  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  were  threats  made  to  Mr.  Heener. 

Q.  What  were  tlie  threats  ?  Did  tliey  threaten  to  take  the 
hallot  box  from  him  ? 

A.  That  was  after  6  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  close  the  polls  before  this  ? 

A.  The  polls  were  closed  precisely  at  6  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  count  the  ballot  box  in  the  house  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  compelled  to  take  the  ballot-box  to  another 
house  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  it  was  six  o'clock  until  the  polls  were 
closed  ? 

A.  I  am  satisfied  it  was  that  hour  until  they  w^ere  closed. 

Q.  By  what  party  were  these  threats,  already  alluded  to, 
made  ? 

A.  I  think  they  w^ere  made  by  our  own  party — that  is,  the 
American  party. 

Q.  Why  did  they  make  these  threats  ? 

A.  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  these  threats  were  caused  be- 
cause they  w^ould  not  obey  the  directions  of  the  crowd  outside 
with  regard  to  their  voting  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  political  eomplexion  of  the 
•bstruotion  ? 


A.  I  do  uwt. 

Q.  Have  you  beeu  .judge  of  electiou  tit  that  ward  before? 

A.  I  have,  for  three  or  four  years. 

Q.  Ib  there  a  club,  called  the  "  Blood  TubK,  "  who  reside 
principally  on  Laudenslager'e  HiH? 

A.  There  is  a  club  by  that  name  in  the  hrst  ward.  The 
headquarters  are  on  the  Point,  not  on  the  Hill. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  members  of  that  club? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say  I  knovr  any  of  them.  I  was  nevei- 
in  it.  I  have  seen  parties  "who  called  themselves  "Blood 
Tubs." 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  around  the  polls  with  arms  in 
their  hands  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  men  with  arms  in  their  hands,  but  I  don't 
know  whether  they  belonged  to  the  "Blood  Tub"  Club  or 
not, 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  party  with  arms  in  their 
hands  at  any  time  took  possession  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  did. 

By  M7\  Alexander — Did  you  see  the  party  who  came  there 
with  arms  fighting  or  rioting  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  They  came  there  with  arms,  but  that's  all 
I  know. 

By  Mr.  Freaiier — Were  there  any  persons  carrying  arm.s 
in  their  hands  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  persons  from  the  window,  but  I  don't  know 
who  they  were.  I  heard  no  firing,  nor  anything  of  that 
kind. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — You  said  there  was  crowding  and  push- 
ing at  the  windows  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Several  times  during  the  day  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  witness  an  election  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more at  wMch  there  was  not  more  or  less  crowding  and  push- 
ing ? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  ten  times  worse  than  it  was  at  the  last 
election. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — You  have  been  accustomed  to  seeing  a 
good  deal  of  violence  at  elections  during  the  last  few  years  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  seen  a, good  deal  ;  in  General  Taylor's 
time,  when  the  Democrats  came  from  the  sixth  ward  and  at- 
tacked the  first,  about  twelve  years  ago,  I  got  a  bullet  in  my 
arm. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Was  -the  election  set  aside  thereby  ? 

A.  No,  not  exactly.  ■ 

By  Mr.  Freaner— Do  you  know  that  any  of  the  parties  wh» 
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made  the  at.tnck  u|n>n  yo»i  thru  nrc  of  the  Democratic  party 
now  ? 

A.   Tlmt  I  ainiiut  say . 

By  Mr.  Alfxandtr — Did  the  perHuns  who  were  crowdiii<^- 
and  pushing  use  any  n)eans  \o  intiniidate  those  who  were 
crowded  or  jiuslied,  by  threats  i»r  otherwise? 

A.   I  did  not  hear  any  threatb  made. 

Q.  Did  not  these  persons  who  were  crowded  and  pushed, 
shortly  afterwards  liavc  an  o]>portunity  of  voting  ? 

A.  At  times  they  luid. 

Q.  These  few  j)ersuns  that  you  say  had  arms  in  tlieir  hands, 
did  you  see  them  using  tlicm? 

A.  They  did  not.  Tliey  might  have  got  to  fooling  amongst 
themselves. 

Q,  Did  you  see  these  men  use  these  arms  for  the  purpose 
of  intimidating  or  pi-eventing  any  persons  from  voting? 

A.  Xo,  sir,  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  You  say  at  times  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vote.  How  many  times  did  this  opportunity 
occur  ? 

A.  Three  or  four  times,  I  saAv  men  try  to  vote  who  were 
pushed  away,  and  came  back  and  voted  afterwards. 

Q.  Were  there  times  at  which  tliere  were  no  Reformers  at 
the  polls  ? 

A.  There  were  very  few  about  tliere. 

Q.  Of  course  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  push  when 
there  were  no  Reformers  tliere  ? 

A.  They  were  pushing  amonst  themselves.  I  did  not  see 
any  of  them  pushing  about  at  the  polls. 

Q.  Were  these  any  times  when  there  were  no  Reformers  at 
the  polls  at  all  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  few. 

Q.  Then  it  would  be  quiet  Avhen  there  Avere  no  Reformers 
to  push  away.  Was  it  not  on  account  of  the  Reformers  com- 
ing up  to  vote  that  the  pushing  and  crowding  began? 

A.  There  were  all  kinds  of  people  in  front  of  the  window. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  Did  you  ever  witness  an  election  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  at  which,  during  so  many  times  in  the 
day,  a  quiet  and  inoffensive  man  had  so  many  opportunities 
for  voting  ?  Did  you  ever  witness  an  election  in  Baltimore, 
at  which,  during  some  parts  of  the  day,  there  was  not  more 
or  less  of  crowding  and  pushing,  so  much  so,  that  quiet  men 
would  have  gone  off  without  voting? 

A.   I  have  seen  them  go  off  often. 

F.  S.  Turner,  re-called  for  cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.   Where  do  you  live? 

A.  On  Laudenslager's  Hill. 
2 
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<^).    Do  you  belong  to  any  of  tlic  Clubs  in  the  first  wardy 

A.  Yes.  We  liave  a  small  alFair  ou  the  Hill — an  associa- 
tion by  the  name  of  the  May  berry.  There  are  only  few 
members  in  it.  Not  many  young  men  live  on  the  Hill,  and  I 
suppose  there  are  not  more  than  twenty  in  the  association. 

Q.  What  is  it  object — j^^litical  or  otherwise  ? 

A.  It  is  political  and  social  both,  you  cannot  call  it  a  club. 

Capt.  John  Allen,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander- — Q.  What  is  your  age? 

A.  I  was  born  in  1802. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  first  ward  ? 

A.  I  have  been  there  eight  years  altogether. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  keep  horses  aud  carts,  and  do  a  little  business  on 
commission. 

Q.  Were  you  about  the  polls  in  that  ward  at  the  election 
held  on  the  second  of  November  last  ? 

A.  I  was  there  about  hall-past  three  in  the  afternoon,  but 
did  not  stay  long.  I  Avent  up  and  voted,  and  came  right 
away.  I  did  not  stay  tliere  over  half  an  hour,  and  after  vo- 
ting, removed  to  a  distance  of  about  100  yards  from  the 
polls,  looking  on  as  a  spectator. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  unusual  degree  of  violence  on  the 
last  election  compared  with  other  elections  which  you  have 
seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  of  those  persons  playing  with  one  another, 
and  going  on  as  they  do  at  all  elections. 

Q.  Was  it  very  diiferent  from  some  elections  that  you  have 
seen  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  it  w^as  near  so  bad  as  the  last  Mayor's 
election. 

Q.  You  saw  no  bodies  of  men  that  seemed  to  be  engaged  in 
the  business  of  intimidating  others  from  coming  up  to  the 
polls  and  voting  ? 

A.  There  was  a  German  by  the  name  of  Miller,  who  was 
standing  off  from  the  polls,  and  there  were  some  3'oung  boys 
betv^reen  16  and  17  years  also  there  fooling  with  him,  as  Mil- 
ler was  a  little  in  liquor^  and  lived  in  my  neighborhood,  I 
went  up  to  him  and  told  him  lie  would  better  go  home  with 
me,  and  Ave  wisnt  away  together. 

Q.  Y^ou  saw  no  violence  ?        ,  '• 

A.  I  did  not.  When  1  was  there  about  half-past  three, 
all  was  very  quiet,  and  I  walked  up  right  and  voted. 

William  H.  Davis,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — -Q.-  State  what  is  j^our  age  and  where 
you  reside  ?  :    ' 

A.  I  am  about  34  veas^  of  age  and  reside  in  the  first  ward. 
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and  have  rosidi'd  tlicrc,  1.")  ycuix.  My  occiipatioii  at.  jiicsciit 
is  that  id"  deputy  .sliorilf,  but  l)y  liado  I  aui  a  painter.  I  was 
at  the  election  on  the  2d  of  Novenibei-  last,  and  was  there 
pretty  much  durin<j;  tiie  whole  day. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  uusual  deji;rce  ol  vidlciu-e,  light- 
ing and  rioting  on  that  occasion  y 

A.  No  sir.  1  have  seen  a  good  deal  in  loriuer  tinieSj  and 
a  great  deal  more  when  the  i)olIs  used  to  be  down  in  Broad- 
way, which  was  some  0,  7  or  8  years  ago. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  body  or  bodies  of  men  there,  whose 
business  a])peared  to  be  to  keep  voters  fruin  the  })olls? 

A.  T  did  not  see  any,  although  T  saw  men  standing  about 
the  polls  all  day. 

Q.  ])id  you  see  any  unusual  degree  of  pushing  and  crowd- 
ing around  the  window? 

A.  I  saw  some  pushing,  but  I  never  saw  an  election  in  my 
life  at  which  there  was  not  more  or  less  of  it. 

By  Mr.  (rordon. — Q.  What  ])artof  tlie  ward  do  you  liveiny 

A.  In  the  further  end  of  lilastern  Avenue,  which  is  about 
half  way  between  Laudenslager's  Hill  and  the  lower  end  of 
the  Point,  that  is,  towards  Broadway.  It  is  just  about  as  near 
to  Laudenslager's  ITill  to  ]ny  liouse  as  it  is  to  the  Point. 

Q.  How  long  liave  you  been  living  in  the  first  v^-ard  ? 

A.  I  have  never  voted  in  any  other  in  all  my  life. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  see  any  unusual  degree  of  violenee. 
Did  you  sec  anybody  pushing  persons  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  saw  some  pushing,  but  I  never  saw  an  election 
in  my  life  at  Avhich  there  was  not  some  pushing. 

Q.  Did  you  see  jjersons  ])ushing  at  the  polls  to  prevent  vo- 
ters from  dej)ositing  their  ballot  ? 

A.  I  saw  pushing  about  the  polls. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  that  pushing? 

A.  Some  men  could  not  vote  at  the  time,  Init  every  one  I 
saw  pushed  away  came  up  and  voted  afterwards.  There  arc 
always  some  obstructions  at  the  polls  when  first  opened. 

Q.  Did  you  sec  any  arms  there? 

A.  I  did  not  see  any  there  that  day. 

Q.   Could  they  have  been  there  without  you  seeing  themy 

A.  There  might  have  been  some  there,  l)ut  I  did  not  see 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  sec  persons  using  violence  and  tlireatening  the 
judges  ?  .  . , 

A.  1  was  not  there  at  the  time,  and  did  not  sec  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  window  shutter  taken  off? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.   Do  you  l)elong  to  any  oi'  the  clul)S  ? 

A.   1  do  not.      1    belonged  to  a  clul)  some  four  or  hve  years 
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ago,  and  thej  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  I  should 
he  turned  out. 

Q.   What  cluh  was  that  ? 

A.  That  was  the  "  Blood  Tubs,"  when  first  formed. 
By  3Ir.  Freaner — Q.  What  is  the  vote  of  the  first  ward  ? 
A.  It  has  been  as  high  as  1400  and  as  low  as  500.     At  the 
last  election  it  was  between  700  and  800. 

Q.  How  many  Reform  votes  were  cast  that  day  ? 

A.  I  think  there  were  about  50,  but  that  was  what  I  heard. 

Q.  Are  there  many  Germans  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  There  are  a  great  many  Germans  in  that  Avard  who 
don't  take  interest  enough  to  go  out  and  vote  unless  somebody 
pays  them  for  it  ;  although  I  have  seen  Germans  go  up  there 
and  vote. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  or  not  whether  it  was  dangerous  for  Ger- 
mans to  g'o  up  and  vote  ?  Have  you  not  seen  Germans  push- 
ed away  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  that  I  have  ever  seen  them  driven  away 
from  the  polls;  I  have  seen  fighting  about  the  polls  in  which 
the  Germans  were  in  ;  I  did  not  see  any  fighting  at  this 
election,  nor  did  I  see  any  man  struck. 

Mr.  Gordon, — Were  you  at  the  meeting  in  Monument 
Square  in  Baltimore,  at  which  there  was  a  large  procession, 
and  a  great  many  transparencies  ? 

A.  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  transparencies  with  a  man's  head,  em- 
blematical of  a  Eeformer's  bleeding  at  the  nose? 

A.  I  might  have  seen  it,  but  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  any  transparencies  of  that  character? 

A.  I  did  ;  anybody  who  was  there  could  have  seen  some- 
thing of  that  kind. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  these  transparencies?  Was  it 
to  tell  the  people  there  w^as  goino-  to  be  a  peaceable  election  ? 

Objected  to  by  Mr.  Alexander,  and  question  not  pressed. 

Q.  Do  you  know"  Avhat  these  transparencies  were  intended 
for  ?  -  ' 

A.  I  do  not ;  if  the  men  were  here  who  got  them  up  they 
could  tell  you  Avhat  their  object  was. 

Q.  But  a  man  may  sometimes  know  wdiat  the  object  ma}'^ 
be  without  getting  them  up? 

A.  Sometimes  he  may.  - '    • 

Q.  There  were  a  number  of  transparencies  there? 

Mr.  Alexander — Yes,  there  were  ;  we  will  admit  that,  and 
wjme  of  them  of  a  shocking  character.  Mr.  Purnell  was  on 
the  platform  where  a  large  awl  was  suspended  over  his  head 
and  Mr.  Harris  refused  to  speak  until  that  awl  was  taken 
down . 
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WiUi'am  Muccolroy  called  and  hworii. 

By  Mr.  Akxandcr, — State  your  age,  «fec. 

A.  I  am  33  years  of  age,  and  rewide  on  Landenslager's 
Hill,  and  have  resided  tliere  33  years  ;  1  am  a  butcher  In' 
trade,  and  carry  on  l)usiness  on  my  own  account  ;  1  was  at 
the  election  held  on  2d  November  last,  between  3  and  4  in 
the  afternoon,  and  remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and 
was  not  there  afterwards  ;  Avhilst  I  was  there  I  waw  no  unu- 
sual dcf^a-ee  of  ])ushinf5  or  fighting-,  and  there  was  no  crowd 
in  iiH)nt  of  the  window  ;  com})ared  with  (jther  elections  1  have 
witnessed  in  tliat  ward  (tlie  tirst)  it  was  very  (j[uiet  compared 
with  what  I  have  seen. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  bodies  of  men  there,  whose  object  ap- 
peared to  be  to  crowd  oflf  voters  ? 

A.  I  saw  none,  nor  did  I  see  any  voters  driven  from  the 
polls. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  What  Avas  the  complexion  of  tlie  poli- 
tics of  the  parties  whilst  you  were  there  ?  Were  they  Re- 
formers y 

A.  Yes,  there  were  some  few  tliere. 

Q.   Were  they  voting  whilst   you  Avere  tliere  ? 

A.  They  were  looking  on. 

Q.  To  what  party  did  the  great  body  t)f  persons  who  were 
there  belong  ? 

A.  I  did  not  take  particular  notice. 

Q.  Was  not  the  large  body  of  the  pei-f^ons  who  were  there 
Americans  ? 

A.  I  think  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  in 
the  first  ward  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  "Blood  Tub"  club  ? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Mr.  Goldshoro'ugli — If  you  belonged  to  any  club  do  you 
think  you  should  know"  it  ? 

A.  If  I  belonged  to  any  I  think  I  ought  to  know  it. 

Thomas  W.  Binyon  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — State  your  age,  (tc. 

A.  I  am  39  years  of  age  and  reside  in  the  first  Avard,  and 
ha\^e  resided  there  pretty  much  all  my  life  ;  my  occujiation  at. 
present  is  in  the  police  department ;  I  was  at  the  polls  on  2d 
November  last,  between  10  and  11  in  the  morning  and  re- 
mained about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  ;  in  the  aUernoon  I 
went  there  again,  but  did  not  stay  more  than  15  or  20  min- 
utes ;  I  only  went  up  to  see  some  of  the  men  ;  Avhilst  there  I 
saw  no  unusual  degree  of  violence  ;  all  was  A^ery  quiet ;  there 
wa8  no  crowding,  pushing,  nor  fighting  at  the' time  I  visited 
tlie  polls,  and   I  did   not  gee  any  during  the  dav  :    I  srav  no 
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bodies  of  men  who  seomcd  to  Lc  engaged  in  driving  away,  or 
intimidating  voters  at  the  polls,  or  preventing  the  approach 
of  voters  thereto  ;  compared  with  other  elections  the  election 
was  a  very  peaceable  one  ;  the  council  election  (the  previous 
election)  was  ji  very  quiet  one  ;  so  much  so,  that  there  was 
very  little  use  in  jiaving  the  men  there  ;  it  was  the  supposi- 
tion that  there  would  be  no  use,  or  very  little  use,  for  the 
men  at  the  polls  during  the  day. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  second  ward  during  the  day? 

A.  I  was,  and  that  ward  it  was  very  quiet ;  and  the  same 
at  the  third. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  stay  at  the  first  ward,  because  you 
found  no  occasion  for  your  services  ? 

A.  My  business  was  at  the  station  house  on  that  day  ;  I 
visited  these  wards  and  found  no  occasion  for  my  services  and 
returned  to  the  station  house,  and  staid  there  during  the 
balance  of  the  day. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  You  say  you  left  the  first  ward  be- 
tween 10  and  11  o'clock,  remaining  there  about  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour  ;  during  that  time  how  many  persons  were  at 
the  polls  ? 

A.  There  was  not  as  large  a  number  as  there  usually  used 
to  be. 

Q.  What  party  did  these  belong  to  generally  who  were 
there  ? 

A.  I  saw  some  of  each  party — at  least,  some  whom  I  sup- 
posed to  be  of  each  party. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  political  sentiment  of 
the  persons  who  lived  there  ? 

A.  With  one  portion  ;  what  I  may  call  the  respectable 
portion,  and  I  saw  a  good  many  of  them  there. 

Q.  What  party  did  they  belong  to  in  your  ward — what 
proportion  of  each  party  was  there  ? 

A,  That  I  am  not  able  to  say  ;  there  were  a  great  many 
persons  of  my  acquaintance  there  who  were  with  the  Eeform- 
ers  on  that  day. 

Q.  Was  there  any  pushing  ? 

A.  Not  whilst  I  was  there  :  the  w-indow  was  entirely  free 
both  afternoon  and  forenoon. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs. 

A.  I  do  not.  ;,  . 

Bev/jamin  Bain  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander ^Witmiifi.  I  am  43  years  of  age  and  re- 
side in  the  third  ward  ;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a  pilot ;  I 
have  resided  in  that  ward  about  five  years  ;  before  that  1  re- 
sided in  the  first  ward,  and  ^he  second  ward  before  that ;  I 
was  at  the  third  ward  polls  ou  the  2d   of  November  last;    1 
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got  there  ;i))niit  tlii'ee  o'clock  in  ilie  artoi'iiooii,  unci  rcniaiued 
there  about  luili'iui  lumi-  ;  I  was  jiottliere  afterwards  ;  whilst 
I  was  thei'c  tlie  votiiij;'  was  oidci-ly,  so  far  as  1  saw,  ai)d  I 
voted. 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  to  tell  the  ticket  yon  voted? 
It  is  a  question  you  are  not  obliged  to  answer. 

A.  1  voted  the  Democratic  ticket ;  I  never  voted  anything 
else  ;  com})aring  this  election  with  others  which  1  have  seen 
in  the  third  Avaid,  tlio  second  ward  and  the  iirst  Avard,  it  was 
as  quiet  as  1  ever  saw  i'or  the  time  I  was  there  ;  1  saw  no  un- 
usual degree  of  violence  on  that  day — neither  crowding  nor 
pushing  ;  nothing  more  than  what  is  customary. 

Q.   Did  you  see  any  fighting? 

A.  I  did  not  see  a  fight  whilst  I  was  there,  neither  did  I 
witness  any  effort  made  to  exclude  voters  from  voting. 

Q.   Did  you  here  any  threats  used  ? 

A.   1  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  body  of  men  there  whose  business  ap- 
peared to  be  to  keep  parties  from  voting  ? 

A.  I  saw  police  officers  there,  but  I  did  not  see  any  per- 
sons kept  away  from  voting. 

Q.  You  don't  mean  to  say  police  officers  kept  parties  from 
voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not  understand  your  question  exactly.  I  under- 
stood you  to  ask  if  I  saw  any  body  there. 

By  3Ir.  Freaner — Q.  Is  there  any  political  club  in  the 
third  ward  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  anytliing  about  political  clubs.  Pilots 
area  set  of  men  that  don't  know^  anything  about  clubs. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held? 

A.  In  Bond  street,  near  Baltimore. 

By  3Ir.  Alexander — Q.  Was  or  not  the  polls  held  in  the 
third  w^ard,  held  at  a  place  convenient  to  the  voters  general- 
ly of  the  third  w^ard  ? 

A.  I  think  so.     They  have  been  held  there  before. 

By  3Ir.  Freaner — Q.  Was  it  near  the  engine  house? 

A.  No  sir. 

Capt.  Joshua  Shaio  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Alexander — Witness.  My  age  is  36,  and  my  oc- 
cupation is  that  of  Captain  of  a  steam  tug.  I  reside  in  the 
third  ward,  and  have  resided  there  about  five  years.  I  was 
present  at  the  polls,  on  the  occasion  of  the  election  of  last  No- 
vember. I  w^as  there  about  half-past  3,  and  remained  there 
about  half  an  hour.  Whilst  I  was  there,  everything  was 
quiet.  I  observed  no  unusual  degree  of  violence,  crowding 
or  pushing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  polls,  and  I  heard  no  threats 
made  or  moans  of  intimidation  used. 
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Q.  How  did  jou  vote? 

A.  I  voted  the  Dejnocratic  ticket^  and  alwaj«  have. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  You  .say  you  saw  nothing  there  to  oh- 
striict  voting  ? 

A.  No  sir,  not  whikt  I  was  there. 

Q.  You  were  there  a  very  short  time? 

A.  About  20  minutes. 

Q.  There  was  a  barricade  in  front  of  the  window? 

A.  There  was. 

Q.  Was  there  any  crowding  in  front  of  the  barricade? 

A.  No  sir,  nothing  more  than  common.  People  were 
standing  about  it. 

Capt.  John  S.  Rebh  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Witness.  I  am  30  years  of  age  and 
my  occupation  is  that  of  a  pilot.  I  reside  in  the  third  ward, 
and  have  done  so  for  three  years.  Before  that,  I  resided  in 
the  first  ward.  I  Avas  a  voter  in  that  during  Mayors  Wright 
and  Swann's  election.  I  was  at  the  third  ward  polls  at  the 
election  held  on  last  November,  between  10  and  11  o'clock, 
and  remained  up  to  11. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  there? 

A.  I  saw  a  great  many  gentlemen  tbere. 

Q.  Was  there  any  fiighting? 

A.  None  at  all,  sir. 

Q.  Any  unusual  degree  of  crowding  and  pushing  at  the 
windows  ? 

A.  There  was  not.  I  voted  with  as  much  ease  as  ever  I 
voted  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  my  life. 

Q.  Were  any  parties  engaged  in  keeping  voters  from  the 
polls  ? 

A.  There  was  a  barricade  there,  and  I  went  up  the  alley 
and  retired  from  the  barricade. 

Q.  You  saw  no  eftbrt  made  to  intimidate  voters  ? 

A.  Not  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  I  voted  a  split  ticket,  probably  the  American  ticket ;  I 
am  a  Democrat  by  principle,  but  not  a  Reformer  ;  I  have 
always  voted  against  the  American  party  up  to  this  election; 
the  Democrats  had  no  candidates,  and  I  picked  my  own  can- 
didate. . 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  political  clubs? 

A.. I  do  not.  I  have  always  been'a  Democrat,  and  always 
expect  to  be  one. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Did  you  vote  the  American  ticket 
with  the  hope  that  your  interests  as  a  pilot  might  be  promo- 
ted ? 

A.  I  was  not  biased  in  the  least.  Sucli  a  thing;  as  that 
aever  eama  int«  mv  head  at  the  time. 
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Q,  Did  you  know  tlmt  any  upplicatiou  would  be  madu  lu 
the  Le';:;islatur».'  ibr  tlie  puBsage  of  buiiie  huv  benetiuialto  your 
prolt'ssioa  y 

A.    I  did  nut.  until  soiiu'  liO  or  i'A)  days  Hiuct.-. 

//'///.  //.  K?iuit/i  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Witnosb.  i  iun  in  tlie  first  ward,  and 
my  age  is  2[)  years. 

Q.   What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  Unfortunately  tor  uie,  1  ;ini  one  of  Mayor  Swann'w  jjo- 
lice. 

Q.  Wel'o  you  at  the  eU-ction  jjoIIh  held  in  the  tirst  ward  in 
November  last? 

A.  1  was  there  1  think  in  the  moruing  about  ten  o'clock, 
and  remained  there  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  ;  I  was 
there  in  the  afternoon  about  3  and  also  about  5  ;  at  three  o'- 
clock I  remained  a  short  time,  and  when  I  went  at  5  o'clock, 
I  remained  imtil  the  polls  were  closed,  which  was  fi  o'clock  ; 
whilst  there,  I  saw  no  unusual  degree  of  crowding  or  push- 
ing about  the  windows,  but  each  time  1  visited  the  polls,  all  was 
very  quiet  ;  I  did  not  see  any  fighting,  neither  did  I  see  any 
means  taken  to  intimidate  voters. 

Q.  Compared  with  the  elections  you  have  seen  in  that  ward, 
was  it  or  not  a  quiet  and  lair  election  ? 

A.  It  was  considerably  quieter  than  1  have  seen,  1  think. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  of  the  clubs'? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  ? 

A.  Not  since  five  years  ago.  at  which  time  1  was  a  membei- 
of  the  Jackson  Club. 

Q.  Is  there  a  club  called  the  • -Blood  Tubs'"  there? 

A.  There  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  members  of  that  club  ? 

A.  I  judge  I  know  very  nearly  all  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  at  the  polls? 

A.  I  saw  some  of  them. 

Q.   Were  you  near  when  they  were  there  with  aims? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

Peter  Ortt,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Witness.  1  am  aged  32,  and  am  a  cooper 
by  trade.  1  reside  at  the  corner  of  Caroline  and  Bank  streets, 
in  the  second  Avard.  I  have  resided  there  about  27  years.  I 
was  at  the  election  polls  on  the  second  of  November  last.  1 
was  one  of  the  judges  of  election,  and  was  thereat  9  o'clock 
and  remained  until  6. 

Q.  Were  the  polls  opened  regularly  and  conducted  regu- 
larly ? 

A.    Ye«. 
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Q.   Clofeed  i-egiilarly  in  the  evening  ? 

A.  Yes.         ^  •  /  ^ 

Q.  Was  there  any  nniisual  degree  of  violence  or  pushing 
about  the  windows  ? 

A.  Not  about  the  Avindows.  There  Avas  a  barricade  put 
up  in  front. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  crowds  of  persons  who  seemed  to 
be  engaged  in  driving  voters  away  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Compared  witli  other  elections  which  you  have  seen  in 
Baltimore,  was  the  election  a  fair,  quiet,  and  peaceable  one 
or  not  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  tlie  fairest  one  I  have  seen  for 
three  or  four  years  past. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote? 

A.  I  voted  the  Keform  ticket.  I  am  always  a  Democrat. 
I  was  the  Eeform  judge. 

Q.  Can  you  say  whether  you  counted  the  tickets,  and  on 
examination,  Avhether  or  not  Mr.  Purnell's  name  was  upon 
any  of  the  Eeform  tickets  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  there  were  a  few. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Gaither's  name  on  the  Eeform  tickets  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  there  also  on  a  few  of  the  Eeform 
tickets. 

By  3Ir.  Goi^don — Q.  How  often  have  you  A'oted  at  the  polls 
within  the  last  four  years  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  did  let  me  vote  at  last  election.  When 
this  new  party  started  up  they  gave  me  the  lead. 

Q.  You  were  inside  of  the  room,  by  virtue  of  your  being 
one  of  the  judges  of  election  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  see  any  violence.  Did  you  hear 
anything  outside  ? 

A.  I  heard  some  shooting,  which  1  thought  must  be  down 
in  Bond  street,  or  up  in  eastern  Avenue. 

Q.  Was  the  noise  .of  shooting  on  that  day,  and  other 
things  about  the  city,  of  such  a  character  as  to  obstruct  per- 
sons from  going  up  to  the  polls  and  voting  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was. 

By  3Ir.  Freaner — 0.  Do  you  know  a  party  called  the 
Eough  Skins  ?  ^    .      ■ 

A.  The  polls  are  about  one  square  from  their  rendezvous. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  about  the  polls  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  them  passing-  backwards  and  forwards. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  firearms  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 
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C^>.  You  \vcr<^'  imt  it!  fi  |)(),siti<iii  to  .ire  t.liviii,  ev(,'ii  il  tljcy 
wore  used  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  1  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Q.  J.  imclerstaiid  you  to  say  tlial  tlnir 
was  no  violence  innnediately  in  front  <-r  tlie  )iullsy 
A.   No,  sir,  tlicn.'  was  in  it. 

Q.  Were  tliero  any  means  resorted  to  jircvenl  |iersiins  iVoni 
goin<5  nj)  and  votinj^y 

A.  I  did  not  see  a  single  persmi  |»revented.  Any  timid 
])erson  mi<:;ht  have  come  np  and  voted. 

By  Mr.  (roldshorough — Q.  How  I'ar  was  tlie  tii'iiiL;"  oil"  t'nim 
llie  ])lace  of  holding;  the  polls? 

A.  I  took  it  to  be  abont  Albermarle  street,  wliieii  sti-eet;  is 
some  fonr  sqnares  off  from  where  the  )>olls  Avere  iield.  I 
heard  the  reports  of  the  guns  or  pistols. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  about  the  etfects  ol'  the 
firing  that  was  there  ? 

A.   Yes,  there  was  a  man  Icilled  there. 

(x>.  Did  you  ever  hear,  prior  to  the  election,  any  thi'eats 
put  out  by  tlie  other  ]iarty  calculated  to  prevent  jKir.soiis  or 
intimidating  persons  from  coming  up  to  tlie  ]>ollsr' 

A.  No,  sir,  1  did  not. 

By  3Ir.  Gordon — Q.  I  low  near  ai'e  tlie  polls  to  the  corner 
of  Dallas  street  ? 

A.   They  are  right  on  the  north-east  corner. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Milton  Wisely  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  cannot  see  out  at  the  window  \\  hat  was 
passing  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.   Do  you  know  the  vote  of  that  ward  ? 

A.  About  1300  at  the  present  time. 

By  Mr.  Ahxander — Q.  When  did  you  hear  this  tiring? 

A.  About  1  o'clock,  or  between  1  and  2.  1  cannot  say 
exactly,  but  I  heard  no  firing  before  or  after. 

S.  G.  Sierrouch,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Alexander — Witness.  1  am  aged  4'.)  :  I  reside  in 
the  second  ward,  and  my  occupation  is  that  of  baker;  1  have 
resided  there  for  21  years  ;  am  an  American  citizen,  and  have 
been  naturalized  a  great  many  years  ;  I  am  a  native  of  Wur- 
temberg  ;  I  Avas  at  the  election  i)olls  liehl  at  the  second  ward, 
and  voted  there  ;  I  was  at  the  ])olls  between  two  and  three 
o'clock,  and  remained  there  about  30  minutes. 

Q.  Had  yow  nmch  difiiculty  in  voting? 

A.  None  at  all  :  the  p<dls  were  clear  foi-  other  |)eoi)le  U\ 
vote. 


20 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  your  countrymen  driven  ti'om  the 
polls? 

A.  No,  sir.  There  was  a  cooper  went  with  rne  to  vote  ; 
there  was  no  fighting,  nor  threatening,  nor  intimidating,  nor 
crowding  ;  it  was  quite  a  fair  and  open  election  while  I  was 
there. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  3'ou  vote  ? 

A.  1  voted  the  American  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Goldsborough — Had  it  a  stripe  ? 

A.  I  didn't  take  much  notice  of  it,  and  I  cannot  say  whe- 
ther it  was  striped  or  not  ;  I  generally  send  my  little  son  for 
my  ticket. 

Mi\  Alexander — I  won't  affirm  it,  but  I  don't  think  there 
were  any  striped  tickets  used  in  November  last. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Did  you  ever  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  ? 

A.  Several  times. 

Q.  When  did  you  change  ? 

A.  Well,  whenever  I  see  a  man  up  that  suits  me  particu- 
larly, I  change. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  int-errupted  in  your  business  by  any  per- 
son ? 

A.  Never. 

By  Mr.  Alexcmder — Q.  What  did  you  do  with  your  ticket 
when  you  got  it  from  yoiu-  son  ? 

A.  I  wrapped  my  ticket  up  in  my  pocket,  and  did  not  show 
it  to  anybody  ;  nobody  asked  me  to  show  my  ticket ;  if  I  had 
to  show  my  ticket  to  anybody,  I  would  not  have  voted. 

Mr.  Freaner.  No  doubt  it  was  pretty  generally  known  how 
he  intended  to  vote. 

Hartman  Welch  sworn. 

^j  Mr.  Alexander — Witness.  I  am  aged  53,  and  my  occu- 
pation is  that  of  a  shoemaker  ;  I  live  in  the  second  ward,  in 
Bond  street,  and  have  been  living  there  since  1839  ;  I  have 
been  naturalized  a  great  many  years  ;  I  voted  in  the  second 
ward  at  last  November  election  between-two  and  three  o'clock, 
but  did  not  remain  over  half  an  hour  ;  I  found  no  difficulty 
in  voting  ;  I  saw  no  fighting,  nor  any  attempting  to  keep 
voters  away  ;  it  was  a  quiet  election  ;  went  to  the  polls  with 
Mr.  Sierrouch  ;  voted  the  same  way  he  did. 

JbAn  jRm5S,  sworn.      ,    \  : 

By  Mr.  Alexander— Witnefin.  I  am  44  years,  and  live  in  the 
second  ward,  in  Bond  street ;  I  have  lived  in  this  ward  three 
years,  and  voted  there  oii  the  last  November  election. 

Q.  Did  anybody  attempt  to  prevent  you  from  voting? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  fighting  ? 

A.  No. 
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Bj  Air.  Gorchu — [>icl  you  voU)  with  Mr.  ?<if!rrouch? 

A.  No;  lie  uamo  to  tlit'  |>()lls  ;if'f/'r  nu' ;  ?ny  (ir-kcf  \v:i<*  in 
before  he  came  up. 

Q.   When  were  von  there  ? 

A.   ]k>tw(H'n  10  and  11  o'clock. 

Q.   What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? 

A.   The  American  ticket. 

TliomoM  C.  Elliott,  HW(»ru. 

By  Mr.  Ikujncr — Witneys.  I  am  aged  4U  ;  J  reside  in  the 
iirst  ward,  and  have  done  so  for  about  three  years  ;  I  have 
been  a  resident  of  Baltimore  I'or  about  four  years,  and  before 
tliat  1  lived  in  Anne  Arnndtd  county  ;  1  was  at  the  election 
])olls  on  the  second  of  November  last,  about  half-past  nine, 
and  voted,  and  remained  there  till  about  ten  o'clock.  I  left 
there,  and  probably  an  hour  afterwards  returned  again,  and 
staid  tbere  until  twelve  ;  went  to  my  dinner  and  returned 
in  the  afternoon  about  one  o'clock,  and  then  remained  until 
nearly  three  ;  then  I  left  and  went  to  the  third  ward,  and 
from  that  to  the  second,  arriving  at  the  first  ward  about  five 
o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  within  half  an  hour  of  the 
closing  of  the  polls.  The  character  of  the  election,  compared 
with  others  which  I  have  seen,  was  the  quietest,  in  iact,  I 
think  I  ever  saw  ;  I  did  not  see  any  obstruction  hy  any  party, 
nor  any  one  kept  from  voting,  although  sometimes  I  would 
see  a  party  sky-larking  at  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  degree  of  violence  or  intimi- 
dation ? 

A.  I  did  not  ;  the  only  thing  I  saw  was  one  young  man 
came  up  and  voted,  and  when  he  voted,  he  came  out  and 
made  the  remark,  "  That's  the  way — there's  no  know-noth- 
ing son  of  a  bitch  can  keej:)  me  from  voting."  Some  one 
came  up  to  him,  and  suggested  that  as  he  had  voted,  he 
ought  to  be  satisfied.  Says  he,  ''  You  son  of  a  bitch,  you 
could  not  keep  me  from  voting,"  and  with  that  the  man  gave 
him  a  bunk  in  the  nioutli.  That  was  the  only  occasion  of 
disturbance  I  saw,  and  that  man  had  voted  Avhen  he  made 
these  remarks. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  r* 

A.  I  am  a  speculator  m  any  little  thing  I  get  to  make  a 
dollar  honestly. 

Mr.  Hagner—A.  huckster. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Witness.  1  belong  to  no  no  club,  nor 
ever  did. 

Q.   Did  you  see  any  members  of  the  clubs  there  ? 

A.  1  might  have  seen  them,  but  I  don't  think  I  knew  any  of 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  parties  with  arms  in  their  handy  r" 

A.  I   did  net  ;   they  might   hav«  been   there,  but  if  th(%y  " 
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we*e,  it  must  have  beeu  when  1  was  away  ;  1  did  not  see  any 
parties  crowded  away  from  the  polls.  Sometimes  a  gentle- 
man Avould  come  up  to  vote,  and  the  crowd  would  open  up 
the  way  for  the  voter  ;  there  was  not  a  man  within  twenty 
feet  of  the  window  sometimes. 

Q,  Did  they  step  out  of  the  way  to  let  people  vote  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  what  their  intention  was,  whether  they 
stepped  out  of  the  way  to  let  people  vote  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — What  are  your  politics  ? 

A .  I  vote  for  the  man  that  suits  me  best — sometimes  a  split 
ticket,  and  sometimcvS  I  don't.  If  I  see  a  good  Democrat,  I 
vote  for  him. 

Q.  This  man  that  got  himself  into  a  difficulty,  was  he  a 
Reformer  ? 

A,  He  termed  himself  so  ;  he  was  neither  a  Democrat  nor 
a  Know-No  thing. 

By  Mr.  Goldshorough — You  voted  a  split  ticket  :  was  the 
crowd  at  the  polls  about  half  and  half? 

A.  I  think  the  majority  was  a  little  on  the  Know-Xothiug 
order. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — About  as  much  as  was  the  majority  at 
yom*  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  ;  I  pledge  joii  my  honest  word  I  fur- 
nished gentlemen  on  both  sides  Avith  tickets  ;  if  a  man  came 
to  me  and  wanted  a  ticket,  whether  he  was  the  one  party  or 
the  other,  he  got  it. 

Q.  How  many  Reform  tickets  do  you  tliiuk  you  handed 
out  ?     Do  you  think  you  handed  out  any  ? 

A.  I  say  I  did  hand  out  some  ;  I  have  some  as  warm  friends 
in  the  Reform  party  as  the  American. 

By  Mr.  Goldsbormigh — Did  you  hear  of  any  remarks  calcu- 
lated to  intimidate  any  one  from  coming  up  and  voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not ;  on  the  Council  election,  there  was  a  rumor 
that  the  Reformers  intended  to  drive  the  Know-Nothings 
away  frcan  the  polls. 

Christopher  SJiaw,  sworn.     • 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  fourth  ward  ;  I 
have  been  a  voter  there  for  nearly  17  months  ;  I  formerly 
lived  in  the  tenth  ward  ;  I  was  at  the  election  held  on  the 
second  of  ]S!"oveml3er  last;  I  was  at  the  polls  about  lialf  past 
eleven,  and  remained  there  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
and  after  leaving  for  a  short  time,- 1  again  returned  ;  when  I 
was  at  the  polls,  there  were  scarcely  half  a  dozen  at  the  win- 
dow ;  there  was  no  obstruction  at  the  window  ;  I  saw  the  po- 
lice officere  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  from  where  the  jiolls 
were  held,  and  all  was  quiet.  Compared  witli  previous  elec- 
tions, I  Avould  denominate  it  a  quiet  electio]),  at  tlie  hour  at 
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whicli  1  saw  it  ;  i  isaw  no  intimidation  of  voterw,  neither  did 
I  yoe  any  voters  driven  away  lioni  the  i)oll8. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  on  that  occasion  ? 

A,  My  polities  are  Democratic,  hut  I  voted  a  Hplit  ticket 
that  (hiy  ;  1  have  always  heen  a  Democrat. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Were  you  at  the  r)th  ward  j)()11k? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

(,).  Did  you  see  any  disturbance  at  the  fifth  ward  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  ;  I  saw  a  few  knock-downs  ;  that's  all. 

Q.  Did  you  sec  any  persons  driven  from  the  polls? 

A.  Well,  two  or  three  times  I  saw  persons  probably  driven 
away  when  the  polls  were  taken  possession  of;  I  saw  a  crowd 
rushinp:  hrst  one  way  and  then  another. 

Q.  Was  the  crowd  such  as  to  drive  peaceable  persona  from 
the  jwlls  and  prevent  their  voting  ? 

A.  At  one  time  I  saw  a  croM'd  rushing  and  drive  parties 
away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  arms  ? 

A.  I  saw  one  man  with  a  jiistol. 

Q.  Did  he  use  it  ? 

A.  I  don't  knoAv. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  obstructions  to  voters  at  any  of  the 
other  polls  r" 

A.  I  walked  up  as  far  as  the  10th  ward  polls,  and  I  heard 
there  was  a  disturbance  there,  but  I  did  not  see  it  ;  I  saw  one 
voung  man  with  a  white  cloth  tied  over  his  forehead. 

Q.  Was  it  bloody? 

A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  look  as  if  he  had  been  injured  ? 

A    No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Do  yon  know  that  young  man  who  had 
the  white  cloth  wrapped  around  his  head  ;  what's  his  name  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember.  ^ 

Q.  What  party  did  he  belong  to? 

A.  The  American  party. 

Q.  Was  his  name  Jefiers  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Thomas  Lambden,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  31  years  of  age,  and  live 
in  the  third  ward,  and  have  always  lived  there. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  on  the  second  of  November 
last?  "  ■ 

A.  I  was  one  of  the  judges  ;  the  election,  oompared  with 
others  which  I  have  seen,  was  very  quiet. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  intimidation  or  any  unusual  violence 
offered  to  parties  voting  ? 

A.    V«8.  ^ir  :  i  saw  gom«  pushing'^  ]»«t  m^lrkiag;  itftusual. 


(4.  Compared  with  other  elections,  you  way  there  was  uo 
unusual  disturbance  ? 

A.  Some  elbowing  among  some  drunken  persons,  but  that 
occurs  always. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  a  saii-maker. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not  ;  I  believe  there  is  a  club  in  the  third  ward 
called  the  ''  Ked  jS^ecks/' 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  of  that  club  about  the 
polls  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  were   some  about  the  polls  on  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  cries  of  "wade  in  Red  Necks? 

A.  I  did  not ;  there  was  some  howling  all  the  day,  and 
there  were  some  drunken  persons,  but  I  do  not  think  I  heard 
that  cry. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — What  does  that  cry  mean? 

A.  That's  more  than  I  can  say. 

Q.  Is  it  one  of  their  signals? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  much  of  what  occurred  outside  of  the  win- 
dow ? 

A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Then  when  you  say  it  was  a  fair  election,  you  only 
speak  from  what  you  observed  from  the  room  in  which  you 
were? 

A.  No  sir,  I  reached  up  sometimes  and  looked  over  the 
barricade. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  reaching  up  and  look- 
ing over  the  barricade  ? 

A.  They  were  taking  some  drunken  persons  away, 

Q.  How  often  did  you  raise  up? 

A.  Several  times. 

Q.  Was  that  taking  away  a  drunken  man  the  occ.asion  of 
your  rising  ujd  several  times  ? 

A.  No  sir,  that  was  the  occasion  of  a  Reformer  belonging 
to  the  first  ward  trying  to  vote  in  this  ward. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  look  over  the  barricade? 

A.  I  suppose  some  half  dozen  times.     . 

Q.  Were  the  polls  kept  open  ? 

A,  Yes,  there  was  a  death  occurred  at  the  polls.  •  Mr.  Her- 
ring fell  dead,  and  he  was  a  neighbor  of  mine. 

Q.  How  did  he  come  to  die  ?   ■ 

A.  I  forget  what  it  was — heart  disease  or  something, 

Q.  Was  not  he  pressed  against  the  wall  ? 

A.  Yes. 

_Q.  Was  it  not  the  pressing  against  th«  wall  that  produced 
his  death  ? 

A,  N©  sir. 
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Q.  Who  was  the  ])liyHiciauy 

A.  Idid'nt  know,  lie  [Mr.  iLcri-iuH-J  was  a  very  healtliy 
man  ;  after  that,  it  was  (j[uiet  all  the  time. 

Q.  Is  it  a  very  rdhust  man  who  is  apt  to  he  attacked  with 
heart  disease  ? 

A.  It  sometimes  occurs. 

By  3Ir.  Frcancr — Did  vou  liear  anv  •runs  tired  diirinu-  the 
day?  ' 

A.  None.  Parties  came  up  to  me  in  the  morning-  and  re- 
quested me  to  put  up  a  harricade  ;  it  was  not  u])  long-,  he- 
tore  it  was  requested  to  he  taken  down  again,  which  we  did 
not  do. 

Q.  Do  you  say  there  was  no  gun  firing  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  heard  ;  any  man  tlisposed  to  vote  could  have 
voted  there. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  so  ? 

A.  Because  the  Keform  party  say  so  themselves ;  there 
were  several  stood  at  the  windows,  and  they  made  the  remark, 
that  if  people  did  not  vote,  it  was  their  own  fault. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  no  obstructions  outside  of  the  polls  ; 
how  could  you  see  except  by  looking  over  the  harricade? 

A.  In  front  of  the  window  ;  wlien  a  rush  was  made,  it 
was  towards  the  front  of  the  window,  but  it  was  one  party 
almost ;  after  Mr.  Herring's  death,  there  were  very  few  of 
the  opposite  party,  (the  Keform  party)  there  ;  there  were 
some,  but  not  a.s  many  as  in  the  morning. 

By  3Ir.  Goldsborough — What  were  Mr.  Herring's  poli- 
tics? 

A.  He  has  been  a  Whig,  Know-Nothing  and  Keformer, 

Q.  What  ticket  do  you  believe  he  intended  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  intended  to  vote  the  Reform  ticket  ? 

Q.  Had  he  expressed  himself  so? 

A.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  so. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  he  intended  to  vote  the  Reform 
ticket  ? 

A.  He  came  with  the  Reform  party  who  came  there  in  the 
morning. 

3Ir.  Freaner  (reading  a  portion  of  the  Rev.  S.  Mayer's 
j)rinted  testimony,  in  which  he  narrated  the  proceedings  at 
the  ballot  box  whilst  depositing  his  ticket) — Do  you  recollect 
that  instance  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  nothing  of  the  kind. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Was  there  room  to  pass  between  the  liar- 
ricade  and  the  window  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.   Could  he  got  between  the  barricade  and  tlie  window  to 
show  his  ticket? 
4 
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A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Freaner  (reading  inore  of  the  testimony) — Do  you  re- 
collect anything  of  that  ? 

A.  No,  sir — to  the  best  of  my  kno^^iedge,  I  do  not. 

Captain  D.  Johnson  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  tlie  third  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  for  22  years  ;  I  was  a  judge  of  election  at  the 
election  held  in  November  last ;  I  was  there  from  half-past 
eight  in  the  morning  until  the  counting  of  the  ballots  at  eight 
at  night  ;  compared  with  other  elections,  I  think,  as  regards 
violence,  crowding,  or  intimidation,  or  any  unusual  degree  of 
violence,  it  was  a  quieter  election  than  any  I  have  seen  for 
many  years,  and  1  have  been  a  voter  in  the  third  ward  for  12 
or  13  years. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  parties  kept  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not ;  when,  v/e  first  opened  the  polls  crowds  of 
both  parties  blocked  up  the  barricade  ;  when  we  were  sworn 
in,  I  opened  the  polls  at  9  o'clock,  and  there  was  a  great 
rush,  as  there  is  at  all  elections  ;  after  tliat  rush  there  was 
no  more  crowding  and  pushing  than  I  have  seen  at  j^revious 
elections  ;  we  endeavored,  as  judges,  to  keep  the  aisles  open, 
and  tried  and  made  it  our  duty  to  do  so,  and  we  think  we  suc- 
ceeded ;  both  parties  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  our 
actions. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  belong  to  any  of  these  clubs? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  was  elected  a  member  without  my  knowledge  ; 
tliey  elected  me  in  the  '•'Red  Necks"  shortly  after  I  arrived 
in  Baltimore. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  recollect  tlie  case  of  this  Ptev. 
Mr. 'Mayer? 

A.  I  do,  perfectly  ;  I  was  the  judge  alluded  to  in  that  gen- 
tleman's testimony,  and  I  will  give  you  what  transpired  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  ;  I  say  tliat  he  deviated  from  the 
truth,  although  I  don't -say  he  did  it  intentionally  ;  wlren  he 
came  up  to  the  polls  he  appeared  to  be  yery  much  frightened  ; 
he  appeared  to  be  frightened  when  I  put  the  questions  to 
him,  but  tliere.v/as  no  crowd  nor  shoving  at  the  time  ;  I  ask- 
ed him  the  question,  "Do  you  live  in  this  ward  ?"  "I  do"  he 
said;  -''How  long  have  you.  lived  there?"  Tasked;  "About  six 
months,"  was  his  answer  ;  I  asked  him  for  a  sight  of  his  pa- 
pers and  he  handed  them  to  me  ;  I  looked  at  them  and  I  saw 
that  they  w^ere  not  issued  in  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  I  forget 
where  he  said  they  were  'taken  out ;  I  looked  at  the  seal  on 
the  papers,  and  it  was  quite  faint ;  I  told  him  tliat  I  supposed 
he  was  entitled  to  vote,  but  before  voting,  I  told  him  he  would 
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fied ;  T  holieve  that  wius  all  that  passed  In'twocu  us;  as  for 
me  holding  up  his  ticket,  that  is  I'alse. 

Q.   Was  he  struck  Y 

A.  Not  that  1  saw  ;  1  heard  sonie  one  say  "Don't  hit  him,  " 
and  I  asked  the  question  "if  that  uuiu  was  hit  ?"  and  if  so, I 
asked  the  Reformers  to  show  me  the  man  -who  struck  him, 
which  they  could  not  do. 

By  3Ir.  Freancr — You  say  you  told  3Ir.  Mayer  to  goto  the 
Superior  Court  and  get  his  naturalization  papers  certiried  ; 
did  you  not  know  that  they  were  not  the  proper  othcers  to 
whom  lie  ought  to  have  gone  ? 

A.  I  supposed  they  had  a  correct  list  of  the  issuing  of  tiie 
naturalization  papers  of  the  different  courts,  and  I  considered 
that,  according,  to  my  oath,  I  was  only  doin^  my  duty. 

Q.  If  a  man  liad  come  from  the  State  of  Iowa  Avould  you 
have  required  the  otiicers  of  the  Superior  Court  to  have  certi- 
fied to  the  accuracy  of  his  naturalization  papers  ? 

A.  Yes,  if  the  seal  Avas  not  very  distinct. 

Q.  Would  you  have  adopted  the  same  line  of  conduct  in 
other  eases  ? 

A.  I  should  certainly,  if  the  seal  had  heen  doubtful. 

By  Mr.  Golclshorouc/h — Did  you  know  his  calling  ? 

A.  I  did  not  know  his  calling  until  after  he  left  the  polls 
and  the  election  was  over  ;  he  had  on  a  white  cravat  when  he 
came  up  to  the  polls,  but  there  are  so  many  who  wear  white 
cravats  now-  who  don't  belong  to  the  ministrv  that  we  cannot 
tell  by  that. 

By  Jlr.  Hafjncr — Did  ycu  kim-w  wljal  way  he  Avas  going  to 
vote  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  many  Germans  wlio  voted  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  many. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Did  you  liear  any  hriug  of  arms? 

A.  Xot  dnring  the  time  the  polls  were  held.  After  the 
polls  were  closed,  I  heard  some  tiring,  which  1  supposed  Avas 
as  a  salut<?. 

Jolin   Williams,  sAvorn. 

By  Mr.  Hagncx — Witness.  I  am  a  resident  <>f  the  third 
Avard  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  I  have  heen  born  in  Bal- 
timore. I  ha\'e  resided  in  the  third  Avard  about  ten  years. 
I  am  not  41  years  of  age.  I  Avas  at  the  election  held  on  the 
2d  of  NoA'ember  last.  I  got  to  the  i)olls  about  halt-past  12, 
and  remained  there  abmit  half  an  hour,  and  did  not  return. 
Whilst  I  Avas  tliere,  everything  Avas  conducted  in  a  perfectly 
orderly  manner,  although  there  Avas  a  little  shoving  about 
outside.     I  did  not  see  any  unusual  amount  of  violence,  fight- 
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ing,  nor  anything  of  that  kind,  neither  did  I  see  any  persons 
driven  away  from  the  polLs. 

Q,.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  in  voting  r* 

A.  I  had  not,     I  voted  very  easily. 

(d.   What  are  your  politics  ? 

A.   I  am  a  Democrat. 

d.  Did  you  vote  the  Keform  ticket  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Compared  v/ith  other  elections,  what  was  its  character 
for  order  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  At  the  time  I  was  there,  I  helieve  anybody  almost  could 
have  gone  up  and  voted.  I  could  have  voted  without  any 
trouble.  When  I  was  going  up  to  the  polls,  I  saw  several 
gentlemen,  who  told  me  the  Eeformers  had  abandoned  the 
polls. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — I  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  were 
going  to  the  polls,  you  met  some  gentlemen  who  told  you  the 
Reformers  had  abandoned  the  polls  ? 

A.  They  did,  sir. 

Q,.  Then  of  course  it  was  very  quiet  when  the  Reformers 
ha    gone  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  large  number  outside  the  polls  standing  and 
talking. 

Q,.  Did  you  see  any  Reformers  trying  to  vote  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

D.  Johnson^  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — You  counted  the  tickets  on  election  day. 
Did  you  see  any  printed  tickets  of  the  Reform  party  with 
Purnell's  name  on  them? 

A.  A  great  number  of  them  had  his  name  on  them,  and 
also  a  great  number  with  the  name  of  Mr.  G-aither. 

il.fr.  Freaner  objected  to  any  other  witnesses  being  ex- 
amined relative  to  the  question  of  tickets,  unless  produced.. 

Frederick  G.  Smith,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  third  ward,  'and 
have  lived  there  for  16  years.  I  acted  as  clerk  of  election  at 
the  third  ward  polls  on  the  2d  of  November  last. 

Q.  State  how  that  election  was  conducted,  so  far  as  you 
know,  as  regards  order?  % 

A.  It  was  conducted  in  a -quiet,"  orderly,  and  I  think  im- 
partial manner. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  forced  away  from  the  polls,  or 
kept  from  voting  ?  ,; 

A.  I  have  only  the  recollection  of  one  case,  which  was  that 
of  a  Reformer  from  the  first^  ward,  who  attempted  to  vote  in 
the  third. 
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U.  (V)inp!irt'd  witli  ntlier  cIcctionH  wliicli  y«)ii  have  seen  in 
the  tliird  \v;ird,  what  was  it  character? 

A.  1  think  it  was  a  quieter  election  than  we  liavc  liad  for 
some  seven  or  eight  years  in  the  Ihird  waiil. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Were  yoii  in  the  rdiuii  all  day? 

A.  I  was  not.  Jt  is  custonia,i-y,  when  the  voting  ^el.sdnli, 
lor  those  inside  to  take  a  tew  minutes  to  stretch  tlieir  legs. 

Q,.  How  often  were  y on  out? 

A.  1  was  out  twice. 

Q..   And  how  long  did  yoii    rcmaiu? 

A.   At  one  time  five,  and  the  other  ten  niiriiites. 

Q,.  What  time  ^verc  you  out? 

A.  The  first  time  ahoiit  two,  and  tlic  second.  tin)e  nl)0iit 
four. 

Q,.  You  say  the  election  was  very  quiet  from  yinir  o1)ser- 
vation  on  these  little  excursions  ? 

A.  It  was.  My  opinion  is  based  upon  wliat  I  saw  at  those 
periods. 

Q..  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  tlie  political  clubs? 

A.   I  do  not. 

Q,.   Gould  you  see  out  to  the  street  from  the  Avinduw  ? 

A.  Partly. 

Q,.  Was  there  a  barricade  ? 

A.  There  was. 

Q,.  How  could  you  see  out  to  the  street? 

A.  Sometimes  I  walked  to  the  windoAv  and  looked  out. 

John  C.  Hines,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  sixtli  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  for  2^  years  ;  before  that,  I  lived  in  the 
tenth  ward  for  ten  years  ;  the  election  polls  were  held  direct- 
ly opposite  Avhere  I  live  and  I  was  there  the  whole  day,  not 
having  gone  home  to  any  dinner. 

Q.  {State  the  character  of  the  election,  whether  peaceable 
or  otherwise,  or  whether  there  was  any  unusual  degree  of 
violence? 

A.  In  the  morning  where  the  iiolls  were  opened,  there 
were  probably  about  a  hundred  peojjle  around,  but  I  did  not 
see  anybody  forced  away  ;  towards  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
there  were  scarcely  twenty  persons  there. 

Q.  Compared  with  other  elections,  what  was  its  charac- 
ter ? 

A.  Compared  with  others,  I  thinlc  i(  was  the  quietest  elec- 
tion I  ever  saw,  and  a  great  deal  (|uieter  than  a  good  many 
of  them  ;  I  formerly  lived  in  the  10th  ward  which  is  con- 
sidered the  quietest,  but  I  think  this  election  Avas  quieter  than 
that. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — You  say  you  live  oj)posilc   to    where  the 
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polls  were  held  ;  do  you  knoAv  u  man  Ijy  the  name  of  Richard 
Prycr  ? 

A.  I  do.  He  lives  in  Little  McEldery  street,  perhaps  180 
yards  from  the  jjolls  ;  he  has  a   tavern. 

Q.  Is  that  the  head  quartes  of  the  Ashland  club  ? 

A.  I  really  don't  know  ;  it  don't  appear  to  he  tlie  head 
quarters  for  anything  ;  business  seems  to  be  dull  there. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  arms  deposited 
near  the  polls  ? 

A.  There  were  some  three  or  four  muskets,  and  there  is  a 
swivel  which,  has  been  standing  there  for  three  or  four  years^ 
which  any  responsible  party  can  have  on  loan. 

Q.  If  a  party  of  Germans  or  Irish  had  gone  for  the  loan 
of  it,  do  you  think  they  would  have  got  it. 

A.  Certainly,  if  they  were  responsible. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  difficulty  occur  at  the  polls? 

A.  I  only  saw  a  difficulty  between  two  gentlemen,  the  one 
named  Fowler  and  the  other  named  Hides. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  the  American  ticket  ? 
A.  I  presume  be  did. 

By  Ilr.  Goldshorough — About  Iioav  many  votes  were  polled  ? 

A.  Last  time  something  about  1,080. 

Q.  Was  the  polling  regular  ?  You  say  that  polling  tbat 
number  of  votes,  there  was  at  no  time  more  than  20  after 
the  first  hour,  and  during  the  first  hour  there  was  upwards 
of  100  votes  taken  ? 

A.  After  that  they  came  in  quietly,  and  the  clerk  had  no 
trouble  to  keep  up  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.     You  say  you  saw  no  disturbance? 

A.  None  but  those  two  cases  of  Hides  and  Fowler  ;  I  did 
not  see  a  man  struck  the  whole  day. 

Q.  Were  there  any  persons  that  got  around  the  polls  and 
took  possession  of  them  ? 

A.  No  sir,  I  cannot  say  they  did.  There  was  a  large 
crowd  from  nine  to  ten,  but  after  that  there  were  very  few 
persons.  I  don't  suppose  there  were  100  people  within  sight 
of  the  polls  ;  the  pavement  in  front  of  the  polls  v/as  deserted 
the  great  part  of  the  day. 

Q.  Were  there  any  weajDons  ?. 

A.  With  the  exception  of  the  case  of  Fowler  driiwing  the 
knife,  I  did  not  see  any.  .-    . 

Q.  Did  Hides  draw  a  pistol?  •  _ 

A.  No  sir,  I  did  not  see  him  ;  He  drew  a  sword  cane.     It 

was   a   sword    cane   he   drew,  and  Fowler  dre^v;  a  butcher's 

knife.  .    . 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  Is  Pryor's  house  within  sight  of  the 
polls? 
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A.  No,  but  tlie  corner  of  it  is  in  si^ht.  If  you  stand  at  the 
polls  von  cun  sco  one  cornt'i-,  ])ut  the  entrance  is  not  visible 
at  iilL 

J.  B.  Askeic,  sworn. 

By  3[r.  //aj/y/c/— Witness.  I  live  at  57  Ann  street,  in  the 
third  Avard,  and  liave  lived  there  about  two  years  ;   I  moved 
from  the  upper  section  of  the  city  down  there.     1  was  at  a 
number  of  the  election  polls  held  on  the  2d  of  November  last ; 
I  was  at  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th  and  10th  ward  polls,    in  the 
morning,   about  half-past   eight.     I   left  my  dwelling   and 
walked  down  to  tlie  Middle  District  station  house,   and  from 
that  1  went  down  to  the  second  ward  polls  ;  I  was  there  when 
the  polls  opened  at  1),  and  remained  tliere  conversing  with 
some  gentlemen  for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  ;  whilst  I 
was  there,  a  great  many  Germans  came  up  and  voted,  with 
their  aprons  on  and  in  their  shirt  sleeves,  who  appeared  as  if 
they  had  just  come  out  of  their  houses — mostly  shoemakers, 
I  took  them  to  be  ;  I  then  walked  np  to  Bond  street  to  the 
third  ward  polls,  and  when  within  about  a  square  of  that 
polls,  I  saw  a  crowd  carrying  a  man  by  his  hands  and  feet ; 
some  parties  whom  I  asked  told  me  the  man  was  killed  ;  go- 
ing into  the  croAvd,   1  asked  the  particulars,  and  I  was  in- 
formed the  man's  name  was  Herring  ;  I  went  up  to  the  polls, 
and  when  I  got  there,  there  was  a  great  crowd  around  the 
window  ;  I  then  inquired  as  to  the  cause  of  Mr.  Herring's 
death,  and  I  was  told  the  name  of  the  physician  who  exam- 
ined the  body,   who  said  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
puncture  of  the  skin  nor  bruises,   and  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  tlie  doctor  tliat  Mr.  Herring  died  from  the  effects  of  a  fit._ 
I  remained  there  until  about  half  past  10  ;  I  shoved  myself 
into  the  crowd  and  was  pushed  about  considerably,  and  after 
voting,  walked  up  and  down,  and  staid  until  nearly  12  ;    1 
then  went  to  the  first  ward  and  remained  about  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  from  thence  went  to  my  dinner,  after 
which  I  went  to  the  fourth  ward  polls,  and  whilst  there  very 
few  persons  voted;    what  imi)rcssed  the  fourth  ward  polls 
specially  on  my  mind  was,  that  a  gentleman  came  and  voted, 
with  whom  I  was  personally  acquainted,  and  who  never  was 
an  American  ;  I  saw  him  have  his  ticket  in  writing,  and  that 
attracted  my  attention  ;   I  asked  a  gentleman  standing  there 
how  he  was  voting,  and  he  said  he  was  voting  a  split  ticket, 
and  he  replied,   ^"' So  anybody  can  vote,  who  wants  to."    I 
went  then  to  the  tenth  ward  polls,  and  whilst  there  every- 
thing w^as  quiet  and  peaceable  ;  I  asked  in  reference  to  the 
manner  of  the  election,  and  was  told  that  after  the  polls  were 
opened,  a  difficulty  occurred,  in  which  three  men  Avere  killed  ; 
I  asked  if  auv  of  the  Keformers  were  killed,  and   they  said 
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''No;"  from  rluir  J  vrent  to  my  own  ward,  and  remained 
there  until  the  close  :  I  Avas  at  the  tenth  ward  about  3 
o'clock  ;  I  went  from  there  over  to  the  Mayor's  office,  which 
was  about  ?i},  ;  J  was  at  the  third  ward  about  three  hours  in 
all  during  the  day  ,  after  the  crowd  had  subsided,  I  did  not 
see  the  slightest  imaginary  obstruction  thrown  in  the  way  of 
any  man  voting  ;  between  9  and  10  everybody  appeared  anx- 
ious to  vote  ;  I  saw  men  put  in  both  kinds  of  tickets  ;  I  saw 
a  man  at  half  past  three  do  so,  that  I  knew  to  be  a  Democrat, 
one  man  in  particular  did  so  about  half-past  five,  who  held 
office  under  Major  Watkins. 

Q.  Comparing  the  occurrences  to  which  you  have  testified 
with  those  of  other  elections,  what  is  your  testimony  ? 

A.  My  opinion  is  this,  that  it  was  the  fairest  and  most  im- 
partial election,  so  far  as  my  judgment  is  concerned,  that  I 
have  seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have 
seen  a  great  deal  more  crov/ding  when  I  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  myself ;  I  was  crowded  considerably  in  the  20th  ward 
before  I  got  my  vote  in  when  I  lived  there. 

JoJm  L.  Blades,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  first  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  for  34  years  ;  I  was  at  the  election  on  2d 
November  last ;  I  was  there  when  the  polls  opened,  and  re- 
mained until  about  11  o'clock  ;  after  that  I  left  and  w^ent 
home  and  had  dinner,  and  went  down  to  the  second  and 
third  wa,rds,  and  then  up  to  the  first  ward,  and  then  I  went 
home  ;  I  was  at  the  first  ward  polls  about  five  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing,  hauling, 
or  any  violence  or  intimidation  at  the  election  ? 

A.  When  I  went  up  to  vote,  they  were  crowding  very 
much^  and  crowded  me  out ;  I  made  another  eifort_,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  voting  ;  there  was  a  G-erman  man  came  up  to  me 
and  asked  me  for  a  ticket  ;  I  told  him  I  had  none,  but  would 
get  him  one  ;  I  asked  him  what  ticket  he  wanted  to  vote,  and 
he  said  American,  and  after  going  for  the  ticket,  and  return- 
ing to  him  with  it  again,  I  found  that  some  one  had  beat 
him  ;  I  asked  him  who  it  was  that  struck  him,  and  he  said 
he  did  not  know,  and  I  was  also  unable  to  find  out  the  party. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  name? 

A.  I  know  him  by  sight,  I- always  call  him  Slion  ;  some- 
body hit  him  in  the  face,  I  think  with  the  fist,  and  he  would 
not  vote.  .  ' 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  other  violence? 

A.  That  was  the  only  thing  I  saw  during  that  day.  Com- 
pared witli  previous  elections,  I  think  this  was  the  quietest 
election  I  was  ever  at  ;  the  second  ward  was  all  quietness, 
whilst  I   was   tliere  i  I  was    at    the  third    ward  about   two 
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o'clock,  ami  tlic  Aotinj;'  a])]ioared  to  be  going  on  by  hoth  ])ar- 
tiofi. 

Q.    Do  you  belong-  to  any  of  the  cliihs? 

A.  I  belong  to  iin  association  cal  Km  I  tin.'  Live  Oak,  with 
about  15  or  20  nieuibers. 

Mr.  Freaner — Is  it  a  political  association  ? 

A.  Partly.  It  is  composed  of  ]>erson8  of  one  party,  also  to 
relieve  eacb  otlicr  in  sickness. 

John  Ehrmann,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  jyar/zirr-— Witness.  I  am  aged  02,  and  live  in  tlie 
fonrtb  ward,  and  have  lived  there  for  22  years  ;  I  was  at  tlie 
last  election  in  November  between  1  and  2,  and  remained 
there  abont  5  minutes  ;  when  I  w'as  there,  there  were  not  a 
dozen  persons  about  the  polls  ;  I  bad  no  difficulty  in  voting, 
and  I  saw  no  violence  ;  I  was  at  no  other  ward  ;  compared 
with  other  elections,  it  was  as  quiet  an  election  as  I  ever  saw 
in  the  fourth  ward. 

John  Evans,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hacjncr — Witness.  I  live  in  the  sixth  ward,  and 
have  lived  there  about  six  months  ;  I  moved  from  the  fifth 
ward,  where  I  lived  for  nearly  tw'o  years  ;  I  was  at  the  elec- 
tion held  on  the  2nd  of  November  last ;  I  reached  the  fifth 
ward  polls  about  ten  minutes  before  the  opening,  and  I  was 
the  third  man  that  voted,  I  remained  there  for  about  half  an 
hour  ;  as  far  as  I  could  see  there  everything  was  being  con- 
ducted in  a  quiet  manner  ;  everything  appeared  to  be  gODd 
Inmiored,  although  there  was  a  little  hustling. 

Q.  Are  you  connected  with  any  newspaper? 

A.  I  am  Eeporter  for  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

Q.  Where  you  voted,  did  you  see  any  disturbance? 

A.  No  sir,  I  saw  some  hustling,  but  nothing  unusual; 
there  was  no  fighting  nor  disturbance. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  any  of  the  other  polls  ? 

A'  I  visited  all  the  polls,  sir.  I  was  required  by  my  busi- 
ness, to  visit  every  place  of  voting  as  often  as  I  could  during 
the  day  which  I  did  probably  three  or  four  times  ;  I  was  at 
the  first  ward  polls  ;  when  I  went  there,  there  was  a  considera- 
ble crowd  about  the  polls  ;  I  think  it  was  about  10  o'clock 
when  I  got  to  the  first  ward  ])olls  ;  I  saw  one  knock  down 
there,  but  it  was  the  result  of  wdiiskey,  and  by  two  persons 
connected  with  the  same  party,  members  of  the  American 
party.  It  was  made  up  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  as  I 
heard  the  parties  .saying,  "Let  us  take  a  drink."  So  far  as  I 
was  able  to  see,  everything  was  going  on  quietly  and  peacea- 
bly. It  was  as  quiet  as  any  election  I  have  seen.  I  sup- 
posed I  remained  at  the  first  Avard  for  some  20  or  30  minutes, 
not  longer.     I  went  to  the  second   ward,   and  when  T  got 
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there,  I  was  astonished  to  find  so  few  persons  present,  I  did 
not  remain  over  five  minutes  there.  Everything  was  quiet. 
I  saw  persons  going  up  and  voting,  who  appeared  to  have  on 
difiiculty  in  the  least,  and  whiLst  I  was  there,  everything  was 
very  peaceal^le.  I  saw  a  drucken  man  standing  on  the  cor- 
ner, a  square  or  so  from  the  polls,  but  he  was  not  disorderly. 
As  compared  with  other  elections,  it  was  nothing  unusual. 
I  went  from  the  second  to  the  third  Avard  polls,  and  I  sup- 
pose it  took  me  over  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  to  go.  Whilst 
there,  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  hustling,  but  nothing  unusual 
compared  Avith  what  I  have  seen  formerly.  Every  one  that 
I  thought  felt  disposed  to  vote,  could  have  done  so.  I  saw 
parties  come  up  and  vote,  who  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
difiiculty,  only  that  there  v»'ould  be  some  crowding,  but  noth- 
ing unusual.  I  then  went  to  the  fourth  ward,  and  if  I  had 
not  known  there  was  an  election  going  on,  I  could  not  other- 
wise have  been  aware  of  the  fact — all  was  so  quiet.  There 
were  only  some  15  or  20  persons  sitting  on  the  railing,  oppo- 
site to  the  polls — the  polls  being  held  in  the  Engine  House. 

I  then  went  to  the  fifth  ward,  which  was  probably  between 

II  and  12,  and  remained  only  a  few  minutes.  Everything 
was  quiet.  I  then  went  to  the  sixth  ward,  and  whilst  I  was 
there,  I  saw  several  persons  going  up  and  voting,  and  several 
persons  of  both  parties  standing  around  the  window.  I  saw 
no  difiiculty  whilst  I  was  there,  and  I  don't  think  there  were 
half  a  dozen  persons  around  the  window\  I  staid  there  about 
five  minutes,  and  then  I  went  to  the  seventh  ward.  There  I 
found  a  good  deal  of  crowding  and  hustling,  but  as  to  seeing 
any  acts  of  violence,  none  came  under  my  observation.  I 
remained  there  a  short  time  and  went  to  the  tenth  ward,  and 
there  I  found  things  pretty  quiet.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
excitement  in  reference  to  what  had  taken  place  during  ano- 
ther period  of  the  morning.  I  saw  no  illegal  voting  that  I 
knew  to  be  so,  nor  violence,  nor  fighting,  nor  intimidation. 
My  visits  to  the  other  parts  of  the  city  were  attended  with 
pretty  much  the  same  results  as  those  already  referred  to. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  degree  of  struggling  or  disor- 
der at  any  of  the  wards  ? 

A.  Nothing  at  all,  only  at  the  tenth  vv'ard.  I  w^as  at  the 
tenth  ward  when  Eas  Levy  told  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Brown 
that  they  did  not  wish  to  Iiav.e  any  disturbance.  Although 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  hustling  going  on  there,  I  did  not 
see  anything  at  all  unusual  from  what  I  have  seen  ;  I  kept 
my  visits  up  to  the  wards  until  they  were  closed  ;  I  visited 
each  poll  on  an  average  at  -least  three  times,  and  some  j)olls  I 
visited  four  times  ;  these   also  were  a    great  distance   away  ; 
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get  to  more  tliaii  twiei". 

Q.  From  what  you  saw  on  these dilteient  visits  to  thejiolls, 
what  is  your  opinion  as  repiards  the  order  and  regularity  ob- 
served throughout  ? 

A.  jMv  opinion  is,  tliat  tlie  ehn-tion  wouhl  eonijiare  liivora- 
hly  with  any  eleetiun  previously  liehl  in  tlie  eity  of  Baltimore 
anil  I  thought  in  many  instances  it  surpassed  it  tor  (quietness. 

By  3I)\  Gordon — Q.  What  did  you  say  Mr.  Levy  was  do- 
ing ?     Was  he  keeping  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Brown  <[uiet  ? 

A.  I  saw  Mr.  Levy  tell  these  gentlemen  that  they  did  not 
wish  any  disturhance  tliere. 

Q.   Were  they  making  any? 

A.  I  don't  know  that  tliey  were,  luit  they  were  charging 
that  they  were  voting  parties  wlio  were  not  entitled  to  vote 
there. 

By  3Ir.  Freaner — Q.  You  liave  heard  a  good  deal  ahout 
violence  at  that  election  ? 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  every  thing  ycju  heard  was 
true,  what  would  he  your  opinion  of  the  election  ? 

Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hagner,  and  qncstion  not  pressed. 

Witness — I  think  I  can  say  that  I  saw  (juite  as  mucli  of  tlie 
election  as  any  man  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  did. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Did  you  hear  any  guns  tired  ? 

A.  I  heard  the  report  of  iirc  arms. 

Q.  Were  tliey  guns  or  pistol  re})orts  that  you  heard  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  which. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  omnibuses  driving  around  the  wards  ? 

A.  I  saw  an  omnibus  driving  around  through  the  streets. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Kas  Levy  in  any  of  tliem  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  von  sec  anv  hard  cases  there  Y 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  tliey  were  there  for  ? 

A.  I  have  my  suspicions. 

Q.  Did  you  sec  any  of  tliem  vote? 

A.  I  saw  some  go  toward  tlie  tenth-ward  })olls. 

Jlr.  Freaner — You  did  not  relate  that  in  your  testimony  in 
chief. 

Witness — I  cannot  recollect  everything,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Morgan — Q.  Did  you  sec  any  illegal  voting? 

A.  1  did  not,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  tiring? 

A.  I  heard  some  tiring. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Was  it  guns  vv  pistols  ? 

A.  I  should  judge  it  was  pistols  ;  I  saw  one  gentleman  fire 
a  pistol  at  the  corner  of  Holliday  and  Fayette  streets,  a  few 
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minutes  past  9  o'clock  ;  that  is  the  only  pistol  I  saw  fired 
about  the  polls. 

Q.  In  the  "  Patriot  "  of  next  morning,  I  suppose  you  gave 
such  an  account  as  you  have  given  here.  Were  you  at  the 
fifteenth-Avarcl  polls  when  Mr.  Kyle  was  killed  ? 

A.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Q.  Could  there  have  been  any  illegal  voting  without  your 
seeing  it  ? 

A.  I  conceive  that  there  might. 

Q.  What  is  the  political  cast  of  the  '^  Patriot  "? 

A.  It  is  American. 

Q.  Strictly  so? 

A.  I  don't  know  that  it  is. 

3Ir.  Goldshorough — It  is  a  little  of  the  Black  Republican 
order. 

Witness — ISTo,  sir  ;  it  stands  upon  conservative  grounds. 

By  3Ir.  Gordon — Q.   Were  you  at  the  eighth  w^ard  ? 

Witness — In  reference  to  the  eighth  ward,  I  was  not ;  I 
Avas  advised  by  some  of  my  friends  not  to  go  there  ;  there 
might  have  been  ten  thousand  illegal  votes  there  for  all  I 
know. 

Mr.  Freaner — Then  you  were  afraid  of  the  Limerick  boys  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  was  a  little  afraid  of  Limerick. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  Are  you  editor  of  the  "Patriot"? 

A.  I  am  not ;  I  am  reporter. 

By  Mr.  Morgan — Q.  Do  you  ever  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  editorials  ? 

A.  I  sometimes  touch  them  up  a  little. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Is  it  not  generally  exj)ected  by  the 
proprietors  of  apolitical  paper  that  its  reporter's  will  give  the 
most  favorable  account  they  can  of  the  party  whose  interests 
they  advocate  ? 

A.  In  reference  to  answering  that,  I  will  give  you,  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect,  the  orders? 

Mr.  Freaner — I  ask  you  a  general  question.  Is  it  not  ex- 
pected generall}^  of  reporters  of  political  newspapers,  that  the 
reporter  will  give  an  account  of  elections  and  other  things,  to 
suit  the  interests  of  the  party  it  advocates  ? 

Witness — I  cannot  say  that  it  is. 

Mr.  Freaner— Well,  I  can  testify  to  that  fact  myself,  for  I 
too  have  been  connected  with  the  press,  and  I  know  that  it  is 
expected  of  them  that  they  will  do  so. 

Witness — In  reference  to  my  general  answer,  it  is  this — 

Mr.  Freaner — I  don't  ask  your  instructions. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Q.  I  aiSk  whether  or  not  it  is  customary  ? 

Mr.  Freaner — It  is  exj)ected. 

Mr.  Ha^nej'-z=^J)oes  that  apply  to  cases  where  reporters  are 
on  oath  ? 
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Wiliicss — No,  sir  ;  avIumi  1  take  an  oath  J  say  iii»lliin<;  hut 
wluit  1  know  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Freaner — That's  not  the  (|iu's(i(iii. 

Mr.  Hayncr — Were  you  at  tlie  coi-onci's  iii(|n<'st.  hchl  dm 
the  body  of  Mr.  Horrinp;? 

Witness — No,  sir,  1  ^vas  not  there  ;  I  saw  the  ])hysiciaii 
who  examined  him,  and  he  tohl  me  death  I'esulted  iVom  dis- 
ease of  the  lieart.  Coroner  Si)arklin  tohl  me  that  lie  did  not 
think,  under  tlie  eircumstiinccs,  it  was  neeessary  to  hold  an 
inquest. 

Henry  Berry,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  reside  in  the  second  ward,  and 
was  at  the  election  on  the  second  of  November.  I  reached 
the  polls  "about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  they  were  opened, 
and  remained  there  pretty  much  the  whole  day  ;  I  did  not  see 
any  crowding,  pushing,  nor  violence,  during  the  day,  neither 
did  I  see  any  violenca  offered  to  voters  ;  compared  with  previ- 
ous elections,  I  think  it  was  the  quietest  one  I  ever  saw  in  the 
second  ward. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  belong  to  the  Kough  Skins. 

James  DorrougJi,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  57,  and  live  in  the 
second  ward,  and  have  lived  there  since  the  7th  of  March  ;  I 
lived  three  years  in  the  third  ward,  and  voted  30  years  in  the 
first  ward,  I  am  a  ship  joiner  by  trade,  but  at  the  present 
time,  I  am  filling  the  situation  of  harbor  master  under  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Swann.  I  was  at  the  election  polls  of  the 
second  ward  about  half  past  nine  and  voted,  after  which  I 
remained  about  15  minutes.  Everything  was perfectl}-  quiet; 
I  never  saw  it  more  so  ;  I  saw  no  obstructions  to  voters,  but 
on  the  contrary,  any  person  could  vote  who  had  a  desire  ; 
Avhen  at  the  polls,  I  heard  that  Mr.  Herring  had  been  killed 
at  the  third  ward,  and  being  acquainted  with  that  gentleman 
I  went  there  and  heard  the  particulars ;  everything  was 
quiet  there  also,  and  I  did  not  see  any  disturbance  to  voters ; 
I  remained  there  about  15  or  20  minutes,  and  went  i'roni 
there  up  town  as  far  as  the  14th  ward,  a  ward  I  Avas  particu- 
larly anxious  to  look  at  ;  I  arrived  there  about  11  o'clock, 
and  I  saAv  there  a  sort  of  avenue  formed  b}'  both  parties  at 
the  polls  ;  persons  Avho  had  a  desire  to  go  up  that  time  could 
do  quite  easily  ;  I  staid  there  for  about  half  an  hour,  and 
saw  nothing  disorderly  ;  Avent  up  to  the  20th  Avard,  I  ar- 
rived there  about  12,  and  remained  some  15  minutes  ;  I  Avas 
a  little  astonished  to  see  the  20lh  Avard  so  quiet  ;  there  was 
no  noise,  and  I  did  not  see  any  person  prcA^ented  from 
voting,  I  did  not   see  any   fighting  ;  I  saw  Judge  Krebs  in 
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the  crowd  talking  to  the  boys,  and  everything  appeared  to  he 
quiet  ;  remained  there  about  twenty  minutes,  and  then  went 
to  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  got  into  one  of  the  city  railway 
cars,  and  came  down  Baltimore  street  ;  arrived  at  the  corner 
of  Baltimore  and  higli  streets  ;  I  went  down  to  the  fourth 
ward  ;  everything  there  was  perfectly  quiet,  unusually  so  ; 
after  remaining  there  for  about  ten  minutes,  went  to  my  home 
(which  is  only  two  squares  off  from  the  fourth  Avard  polls) 
and  had  my  dinner,  after  dinner,  I  went  to  the  second  ward  ; 
I  was  there  three  times  during  the  afternoon,  and  everything 
was  unusually  quiet,  particularly  so  ;  I  staid  there  until  the 
])olls  closed,  and  saw  the  votes  counted  ;  the  election  as 
compared  with  others  that  I  have  seen,  I  think  was  the 
quietest  election  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  wards  I  visi- 
ted, that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.     To  what  party  do  you  belong? 
A.  I  belong  to   the   American  party,  I  don't  belong,  and 
never  did  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs. 

George  Shefjield. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  38  years  of  age,  and 
live  in  the  first  ward,  and  have  lived  thereabout  three  years, 
I  was  at  the  election  in  November  last  at  that  ward,  and 
reached  the  polls  shortly  after  one  o'clock,  and  remained 
there  about  half  an  hour,  after  leaving  the  polls,  I  did  not 
return  again  ;  everything  was  very  quiet  indeed  so  long  as 
I  was  there,  I  saw  one  gentleman,  Avhom  I  knew  to  be  a  Ee- 
former  come  up  and  deposit  his  ballot  quietly  ;  I  saw  nobody 
driven  away  from  the  polls,  neither  did  I  see  any  unusual 
amount  of  fighting  ;  I  went  to  the  seventh  ward,  and  I  re- 
mained there  some  15  minutes  ;  everything  was  quiet  there. 
I  stopped  at  the  fifth  ward  a  few  minutes,  but  there  were  so 
few  persons  there,  that  I  did  not  remain  long  ;  I  went  to  the 
tenth  ward,  I  suppose  at  nearly  four  o'clock;  the  state  of 
things  there  was  very  quiet,  there  being  neither  rioting  nor 
disorder,  remained  there  some  fifteen  minutes,  and  went  to 
the  fourth  ward  ;  everything  Avas  so  quiet  there,  that  had  it 
not  been  that  the  police  officers  told  me  there  was  an  elec- 
tion there,  I  should  not  have  known  it  ot-herAvise  ;  I  then 
Avent  to  the  second  ward,  at  which  there  were  very  few  peo- 
ple ;  I  Avas  really  astonished  to  see  "the  quietness  that  pre- 
vailed there  ;  I  remained  there  a  fcAV  minutes,  and  tlien 
Avent  to  the  third  ward  ;  CA^erything  Avas  quiet  there  ;  after 
leaving  that  Avard,  I  Avent  home  ;  compared  Avitl;  other  elec- 
tions that  I  have  seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  so  lar  as  I 
could  judge,  it  was  the  quietesl^  election  I  ever  saAv. 

By  Mr.   Goldshorough — Q.     Taking   everything    into    con- 
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slderatioii  you  could  scarcely  suppofio  that  there  was  an  elec- 
tion at  the  third  ward? 

A.   1  con  111  ii<>(. 

By   I\lr.  (I'ordoit — t^.   Do  vdii  hdoii}^  to   any  of  the  cluhs  ? 

A.   I  do  not,  and  1  was  never  a  iiicniher  of  any  ol"  th«in. 

Wijitz,  ealled  ;  cxanriiialinu  waivcil. 

Fronds  Enghutil,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  llagmr — Witness.  1  am  4:1  ycais  of  a^(!,  and 
live  in  the  tliird  Avanl,  and  have  lived  tliore  i'or  15  or  IG 
years  ;  I  reached  the  polls  about  ten  o'clock  and  voted  ; 
everything  Avas  qniet  when  I  was  there,  hut  I  did  not  remain 
'more  than  ten  minutes  ;  I  saAv  no  hustling  at  all  ;  I  did  not 
visit  any  other  ward  ;  compared  witli  other  elections,  so  far 
as  I  saw,  I  never  witnessed  a  (piieter  election  in  my  life  :  I 
belong  to  no  club. 

W.  Wugh,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  1  am  aged  39,  and  live  in 
the  19th  ward,  and  have  lived  in  that  immediate  nighbor- 
liood  all  my  life  ;  I  reached  the  polls  about  the  time  they 
opened  and  i-emained  about  an  hour  ;  the  state  of  things 
was  just  like  what  it  is  on  all  elections  ;  the  Americans  and 
Reformers  were  both  voting  as  fast  as  ever  they  could  vote  ; 
I  saw  no  unusual  amount  of  hustling  ;  there  was  a  little 
scrummage  took  place  outside  of  the  polls,  I  think  between 
two  individuals  ;  it  was  not  serious,  and  was  settled  in  about 
a  minute  ;  I  did  not  see  any  other  disturbance. 

Q.  Did  you  return  again  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  went  home  and  took  my  dinner,  and  came  ■'  ck 
again  about  one  o'clock,  but  did  not  stay  vci'y  long. 

Q.  On  your  second  visit,  did  you  see  any  unusual  amount 
of  violence    or  any  intimidation  ? 

A.  None.  There  was  no  fighting,  nor  intimidation,  nor 
people  driven  from  the  polls  ;  I  returned  to  the  polls  at  the 
close,  and  the  state  of  things  was  the  same  as  on  all  former 
elections. 

Q.   Compared  with  other  elections,  what  was  the  ease? 

A.  About  the  same  as  former  elections. 

Q.  Any  worse? 

A.  No,  sir,  not  as  bad,  if  anything.  It  was  just  about  the 
same  as  it  was  during  the  council  election,  when  the  Refor- 
mers carried  the  ward  by  thirty  of  a  majority. 

Mr.  Morgan — What  Avas  the  vote  of  the  ward  this  time? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Joseph '  Gi  rift  on ,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  1  am  aged  32,  and  live  in  the 
twelfth  ward,  and  have  lived  there  about  five  years.     I  was 

at  the  election  lield  on  the  '2nd  November  last   pretty  mnch 
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all  day.  I  got  there  between  nine  and  ten,  and  everything 
was  unusually  quiet.  During  my  frequent  visits  to  the  polls, 
some  eight  or  ten  times  during  the  day^  I  did  not  see  hut  one 
difficulty,  and  that  was  between  two  drunken  men  of  the 
American  party,  and  I  separated  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  intimidating  or  attempting  to 
force  others  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  violence? 

A.  None.  It  was  unusually  quiet.  I  saw  no  fighting. 
Compared  with  previous  elections,  I  think  it  was  the  quietest 
one  we  ever  had.  The  polls  are  not  more  than  half  a  square 
from  my  dwelling,  and  the  quietness  of  the  election  was  a 
general  subject  of  remark  in  the  neighborhood. 

By  Mr.  Gordon — Q.  Were  you  at  any  of  the  other  polls 
during  the  day  ? 

A.  I  was  at  the  eleventh  ward  polls  between  four  and  five 
o'clock,  and  when  I  visited  the  polls,  I  saw  some  200  or  300 
persons  there,  principally  Eeformers. 

Mr.  Freaner  having  called  over  the  list  of  witnesses  handed 
to  him,  examined  all  those  who  were  present,  after  which, 
the  Committee  adjourned,  to  meet  again  so  soon  as  additional 
witnesses  were  forthcoming. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Tuesday,  February  14th,  1860. 

The  Election  committee  met  again  to-night  in  McCul- 
kiugh's  House  at  eight  o'clock — Mr.  Freaner  in  the  chair. 
Present,  Mr.  Morgan. 

Mr.  Freaner  stated,  that  as  there  was  a  mass  of  testimony 
already  adduced  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the  election 
at  the  first  three  wards  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  he  should 
object  to  any  more  evidence  being  put  in  from  these  wards, 
as  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  only  cumulative.  He 
sincerely  felt  the  position  he  was  in  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  regretted  to  be  compelled  to  do  anything  which 
might  appear  harsh  to  the  defendants,  but  as  they  had  ex- 
amined upwards  of  thirty  witnesses  already,  mainly  from 
three  wards,  and  as  the  time  of  the  session  was  so  near  a 
close,  that  was,  the  only  course  left  open  for  him.  Whilst  he 
had  a  keen  sense  of  the  duty  devolving  upon  him  in  relation 
to  private  interests,  he  must  also  bear  in  mind  the  public  in- 
terests of  the  State. 

Mr.  Purnell  objected  to  this.  He  had  a  good  many  wit- 
nesses yet  to  examine  from  these  wards,  and  hoped  the  chair- 
man would  allow  their  examination  to  take  place.  He  also 
objected  to  anything  being  done  in  the  absence  of  his  coun- 
sel, who  had  not  then  arrived. 

Mr.  Freaner,  stated  that  their  time  was  so  short,  and  there 
were  so  many  witnesses  yet  to  examine,  that  if  they  did  not 
economise  their  time,  they  would  not  get  through  this  ses-* 
sion. 

On  the  vote  being  taken,  it  was  decided  to  go  on  with  the 
examination  of  all  the  witnesses  present  who  did  not  live  in 
the  first  three  wards. 

Thomas.  J.  Bayhold,  sworn, 

Mr.  Freaner — State  what  you  know  relating  to  the  elec- 
tion held  in  Baltimore  city  on  November  last. 

Witness — I  was  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  election  at  the 
thirteenth  ward  on  election  day.  The  polls  were  duly  open- 
ed at  nine  o'clock,  and  from  that  time  until  eleven  or  twelve, 
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1  think,  everything  went  on  as  quietly  and  peaceably  as  could 
be.  About  that  time  in  the  day,  there  was  8ome  little  up- 
roar, not  directl}^  before  the  Avdndow,but  some  distance  from  it, 
by  a  party  coming  to  vote.  Making  their  Avay  up  to  the  win- 
dow, they  wanted  to  vote.  The  judge  refused  to  take  their 
vote.  1,  as  one,  refused  to  take  the  vote  of  several.  One 
man  insisted  upon  voting.  He  said  he  lived  in  Sharp  street, 
I  asked  him  the  number  of  his  house,  and  he  told  me  ;  the 
Reform  Judge  Avanted  him  sworn,  but  I  refused  to  accede  to 
this,  knowing  that  he  did  live  there'  I  afterwards  put  the 
Bible  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  swearing  him,  and  they  (the 
Reformers)  were  going  to  strike  me  on  the  head  with  it  ; 
whilst  I  was  engaged  doing  this  they  Averc  taking  votes  from 
other  parties  who  produced  papers,  although  Ave  had  made  it 
a  rule  on  that  day,  (Avliich  Avas  agreed  to  by  the  judges,)  not 
to  take  the  A^ote  of  any  man  coming  to  the  AvindoAv,  knowing 
him  to  be  a  foreigner,  unless  he  Avas  known  by  one  or  other 
of  the  judges  personally,  or  some  other  responsible  party. — 
These  parties  seeing  this,  created  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  but 
it  was  all  against  the  judges  for  taking  those  votes  and  not 
taking  their' s.  They  did  not  deter  any  one  from  voting,  nor 
did  they  threaten  any  one.  We  refused  to  take  their  votes, 
and  they  halloed  and  called  us  sons  of  bitches,  and  said  we 
were  Reformers,  but  still,  they  did  not  molest  anybody. — 
They  Avere  not  members  of  the  Avard,  for  I  kncAv  pretty  much 
all  the  voters  of  the  ward,  after  they  left,  Ave  had  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  election.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  witnessed  a  quieter 
election  at  that  Avard,  or  any  other  Avard  in  the  city.  The 
cause  of  the  disturbance  to  Avhicli  I  have  referred  was,  that 
the  one  party  said  the  other  men  Avere  A'oting  striped  tickets, 
although  both  parties  had  them,  if  it  comes  to  that. 

Q.  Was  the  Reform  ticket  striped  ? 

A.  There  Avere  tAvo  men  hy  the  same  name  living  in  the 
Avard,  and  one  of  them  Avas  acting  as  judge  at  the  ward  ; 
during  the  day  there  Avas  a  letter  came  to  the  Avindow  to  him, 
and  I  looked  at  the  endorsement  and  saAv  that  it  was  address- 
'ed  to  the  wrong  man,  upon  which  I  said  "  John,  that's  not 
yours — it  is  Aieks,"  and  when  he  came  up,  Ave  opened  the 
letter,  and  found  in  it  21  Reform  tickets  of  this  description/ 
It  Avas  said  that  they  A^oted  that,  tliere  Avere  some  few  of  them  in 
the  ballot-box,  but  I  cannot \say  hoAV  many  ;  that  Avas  the  Avay 
this  disturbance  Avas  created,  I  think.  We  had  no  trouble  ; 
all  the  trouble  was,  that  they  threatened  us  and  wanted  to 
knoAv  Avhere  the  return  judge  lived,  as  they  said  they  would 
settle  AA^th  him  afterAvards.  - 

Q.  Do  you  ]>:now  Avhether  the  party  who  made  the  threats 
Avere  Americans  or  Reformers  ? 
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A.  I  (l(t  iiol  kiiiiu,  hill  llicy  cillcd  us  lictnniKTs  ;  I  don't 
sui)pot>f  thai  thev  knew  cither  of  us  ;  I  can  not,  say  whiif  jtarty 
thc}^  were,  because  1  did  not  take  tlieir  tickets. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybotly  .struck  ^ 

A.   There  Avas  nobody  struck  that  I  .saw. 

Q.  If  anyl)ody  had  been  struck,  were  you  in  a,  position  U) 
■ee  ? 

A.  i  ^vas.  In  thi.swaid  Ihcic  is  a,  street  called  New  Church 
street,  in  which  a  ■;-reat  many  foreioners  live;  so  much  ;su, 
that  Ave  keep  u})  a  by  word  on  it.  Whenever  a  man  eomesui) 
to  tlie  pells  Avitli  his  pa})ers,  tliey  say  that  "  Hero  he  comes 
from  Church  street."  There  Avere  seventy-two  votes  taken 
from  foreigners  living  in  Church  street,  betAveen  the  l)onrs  of 
nine  and  eleven,  and  tliere  Avere  one  hundred  and  eight  voted 
on  papers  during  the  day.  We  I'eceived  every  man's  vote 
that  presented  himself,  and  tried  to  keep  count. 

Q.  In  regard  to  your  position,  you  Averc  in  the  inside,  Avcre 
you  not  ? 

A.  I  stood  in  the  inside  of  the  AvindoAV,  and  Avas  in  the 
centre  ;  Ave  had  no  barricade. 

Q.  Do  you  undertake  to  say,  from  your  ])osition  atthcAvin- 
doAV,  that  if  any  act  of  violence  liari  been  committed,  you 
would  have  seen  it  ? 

A.  If  it  had  occurred  Avithin  thirty  yards  of  the  polls  on 
either  side  I  should  have  seen  it. 

Q.  NotAvithstanding  you  Avere  engaged  in  taking  in  tickets? 

A.  When  there  Avould  be  anything  going  on,  Ave  would 
look  out  at  the  AvindoAv  ? 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  clubs  ? 

A,  No,  sir  ;  nor  I  do  not  sanction  them  in  any  shape  or 
form . 

John  Pontier  sAvorn. 

By  Mr.  Frcaner — Q.  Please  state  Avhat  you  knoAv  about  the 
election  held  at  the  fourth-ward  polls  on  the  second  day  of 
November  last. 

Witness — I  knoAv  nothing  at  all,  only  that  the  election 
went  off  very  quietly  ;  I  Avas  there  all  day  long. 

Mr.  Morrfcm — Wliat  time  did  you  reach  the  polls  in  the 
morning  ? 

A.  About  half-past  seven,  and  1  Avas  thei'e  all  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  act  of  violence? 

A.  I  saAV  a  neighbor  of  mine  go  nj^.  and  voce,  and  at  the 
time  there  Avas  a  croAvd  around  the  AvindoAv;  oAving  to  some 
cause,  one  of  them  got  angry  and  drcAv  a  knife  out  of  his 
coat-sleeve  and  Avas  Nourishing  it  about,  upon  Avhicli  somebody 
ran  up  to  him,  took  the  knife  from  Ijim  and  knocked  him 
doAvn. 

Mr.  Freanar — Was  there  a  barricade  before  the  Avindow  ? 
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A.    Yes. 

Joseph  Vallec,  sworD. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Please  state  what  you  know  about  the 
election  held  in  the  seventh  ward  on  the  second  of  November 
last  ? 

Witness — I  live  in  the  seventh  ward  and  went  to  the  polls 
at  nine  o'clock,  the  time  of  opening  ;  when  I  got  there,  there 
was  a  considerable  crowd,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  each 
man  wanted  to  get  his  vote  in,  until  about  half-past  ten,  when 
there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  voting  ;  all  were  anxious 
to  vote,  and  whilst  I  was  attempting  to  do  so,  I  got  the  but- 
tons torn  off  my  coat  ;  after  that,  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
the  least  that  I  saw  ;  I  saw  a  couple  of  young  men  who  had 
some  fighting-whiskey  in  them,  but  they  both  belonged  to 
the  same  party  ;  that  was  the  only  fighting  I  saw  ;  I  remain- 
ed at  the  polls  until  nearly  five  o'clock,  but  I  did  not  see  any 
disturbance. 

Mr.  Morgan — Was  it  a  quiet  election  ? 

A.  It  was  a  great  deal  more  C[uiet  than  the  election  in  1844 
at  the  same  ward. 

Mr.  Freaner — Are  there  any  politieal  clubs  in  the  ward  to 
which  you  belong  ? 

A.  There  are  two,,  the  one  called  the  ''  Jefferson"  and  the 
other  the  ''  Wells  &  McComas." 

Q.   To  what  party  do  they  belong  ? 

A.   They  belong  to  the  American. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  of  these  clubs  at  the 
polls  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  men  who  were  said  to  hail  from  the 
]S  orthern  Liberties  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  there? 

A.  From  the  opening  until  eleven  ;  took  dinner  at  tv/o,  re- 
turned, and  remained  until  about  five. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ned  Lee  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  polls? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  remarks  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.   What  did  he  say?      -' 

A.  He  went  out  to  the  middle  of  the  street  and  asked  of 
men  who  professed  to  be  Reformers  if  they  were  wanting  to 
vote  ;  there  were  a  great  many  men  standing  out  on  the 
street ;  the  democrat  portion  of  the  party  did  not  appear  to 
care  about  voting.  Mr.  IjCC  went  out  and  visited  some  of 
those  gentlemen  to  come  up  and  vote  ;  he  asked  them  if  they 
were  wanting  to  vote,  and  they  told  him  "no." 
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Mr.  Monjan — Wliat  tiino  oi'  tln'  day  was  tliat? 

A.   In  the  iiftcrnoon. 

Mr.   Frcaner — What  is  Mr.  IjCo's  cliaraeter  ? 

A.  Mr.  Lcc's  character  is  simply  this,  tliat  when  lie  is 
sober  ;  (and  I  liave  never  seen  him  under  tlie  influence  of 
liquor  more  than  three  times,  although  he  got  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liquor  that  day  ahout  tlirec  o'clock,)  ho  is  Avhat  I 
call  a  very  nice  man,  and  a  man  that  will  take  the  advantage 
of  nobody. 

Q.   What  is  he  when  he  is  drunk? 

A.  When  he  is  drunk,  he  is  like  every  other  man. 

Q.  What  is  his  character,  good  or  bad? 

A.  I  would  say  that  he  is  a  man  that  possesses  a  good 
character. 

Q.  Is  he  dangerous,  troublesome  or  disposed  to  riot  wlien 
drunk  ? 

A.  He  is  a  man  like  all  other  men  under  the  influence  of 
liquor  ;  he  is  a  kind  of  a  man,  that,  if  you  let  him  have  his 
own  way,  he  is  a  clever  man,  but  if  you  cross  him — 

Mr.  Frcaner — Then  he  won't  be  a  clever  man? 

Witness — Then  he  would  resent  an  insult. 

Q.  I  ask  you  his  character  when  he  is  drunk,  is  he  peacea- 
ble or  fighting  ? 

A.  He  is  a  fighting  man  when  he  is  drunk. 

Q,  Did  you  see  him  at  any  time  of  the  day  with  a  whistle 
in  his  hand  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  a  whistle  blown  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  object  of  blowing  that  whistle  ? 

A.  I  do  not,  but  I  did  hear  a  whistle  bloAvn  at  the  polls, 
that  is,  I  heard  whistling  ;  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  a 
whistle  ;  a  man  might  have  whistled  with  his  mouth. ' 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  reply  to  the  whistle? 

A.   I  did  not, 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  body  say,  ■'its  all  right?" 

A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Would  you  have  been  likely  to  have  heard  it  if  such 
an  expression  had  been  made  use  of? 

A.  If  I  had  been  in  hearing  I  would  have  heard  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Lee  belonged  to  any  of  the 
clubs  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  members  of  those  two  clubs  did  you 
see  at  the  seventh  ward  polls  ? 
A.  I  cannot  tell. 
Q.   Can't  you  give  an  idea  of  the  numbei' ? 
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A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  the  object  of  these  clubs  is,  politi- 
cal, social  or  beneficial? 

A.  I  can  only  answer  for  myself;  I  belong  to  the  Wells 
and  McComas'  club. 

Q.  What  is  the  object  of  that  club? 

A.  It  is  both  a  social  and  political  club. 

Q,  To  what  part}'-  do  its  members  belong? 

A.  To  the  American. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  hear  Ned  Lee  at  any  time  make  such  a 
cry  as  this  :   "Are  you  a  Reformer  ?" 

A.    I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Lee,  was  by  liimself  on  that 
day,  or  backed  up  by  any  body  of  men. 

A.  I  do  not. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Pur- 
nell.  (Mr.  Hagner)  came  into  the  committee  room,  and  after 
the  chairman,  (Mr.  Freaner)  had  stated  to  the  counsel  the 
decision  of  the  committee  regarding  proceeding  without  a 
quorum,  and  their  objection  to  hearing  any  more  testimony 
in  relation  to  the  first  three  wards  of  the  city, 

Mr.  Hagner, — stated,  that  if  the  committee  were  satisfied 
Mr.  Purnell  had  disproved  the  charges  in  relation  to  these 
wards,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  testimony  regarding  them 
being  closed,  otherwise  he  felt  bound  in  duty  to  his  client,  to 
enter  his  protest  in  due  form. 

Mr.  Freaner — Said  that  the  committee  could  not  and  would 
not  pass  any  opinion  upon  that  matter  in  advance,  where- 
upon. 

Mr.  Hagner — filed  the  following  : 

The  committee  adjourned  last  night  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock 
this  morning.  The  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  accordingly  at- 
tended at  that  hour,  and  found  no  member  of  the  committee 
in  attendance.  He  returned  three  times  within  an  hour,  and 
still  found  no  member  of  the  committee  in  attendance,  neither 
Mr.  Purnell  or  his  counsel  heard  of  the  proposed  meeting  to- 
night, until  a  few  minutes  before  eight  o'clock,  when  Mr. 
Purnell  came  to  the  committee  room  and  .then  found  three 
members  of  the  committee  present,  including  the_  chairman. 
He  then  sent  for  his  counsel,. who  arrived  at  half-past  eight, 
and  found  the  chairman  examining  a  witness.  He  then  was 
told  by  the  chairman  that  the  committee  had  refused  to  allow 
any  more  witnesses  to  be  exapained  on  behalf  of  Purnell  as 
to  the  character  of  the  election  in  the  1st,  2nd  and  3d  wards, 
because  they  thought  a  sufficient  number  of  witnesses  had 
been  examined  as  to  those  wards,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Gaither, 
and  as  they  had  previously  determined  to  connect  the  two 
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cases  tos^'ther.  The  counsel  of  Mr.  Puniell  tlieii  objected  to 
the  further  proj;re,ss  ol'tlie  exjiiuiiuition  of  Avitue.SHes,  uiid  to 
the  testimony  already  taken  this  evening,  on  the  ground  that 
a  quorum  of  the  committee  was  not  present,  the  counsel  de- 
siriui;-  to  procure  the  opinion  of  a  quorum  of  the  committee 
as  to  the  above  ruling.  The  committee  offered  to  allow  the 
witnesses  already  exanrined  this  evening,  to  be  recalled,  hut 
the  counsel  refused  to  agree  to  their  testimony  being  rejected 
or  any  more  evidence  taken,  in  the  absence  of  a  quorum,  as 
he  desired  first  to  obtain  a  hearing  and  revision  of  the  above 
ruling  from  a  full  committee,  or  at  least  a  qourum.  It  not 
being  intended  to  intimate  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  this 
statement,  that  the  meeting  of  the  committee  this  evening, 
was  held  or  called  in  any  clandestine  or  improper  manner, 
or  that  full  notice  of  it  was  withheld  from  Mr.  Purnell  or  his 
counsel  intentionally. 

But  the  committee  overruled  this  objection  and  decided  to 
go  on  with  the  examination  in  the  absence  of  a  quorum. 

And  the  said  Purnell  desires  that  this,  his  protest,  be  en- 
tered upon  the  iournal  of  the  committee. 

W.  H.  PURNELL. 

As  the  list  of  witnesses  from  the  other  wards  was  called 
over,  and  all  present  who  answered  to  their  names  examined, 
Mr.  Purnell  asked  the  committee  so  far  to  relax  their  rule  as 
to  examine  two  other  very  important  witnesses — witnesses 
that  could  testify  to  facts  not  yet  in  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

3Ir.  Freaner  stated,  that  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Purnell  would 
be  at  perfect  liberty  to  recall  any  of  the  witnesses,  or  all  of 
them  that  had  been  examined  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hagner, 
if  it  was  his  wish. 

After  some  consultation  with  the  committee,  it  was  agreed 
to  admit  the  testimony  of  two  other  witnesses  irom  the  wards 
before  excluded. 

PJiilij^  F.  JDorsey,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  40,  and  live  in  the 
third  ward,  and  have  lived  there  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  was 
present  at  the  election  held  on  the  second  of  Novenber  last, 
and  reached  the  polls  early  in  the  morning,  before  they  were 
opened,  I  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  polls  until 
about  twelve  o'clock,  then  1  went  home  and  had  my  dinner, 
and  returned,  along  with  my  father,  between  one  and  two 
o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  nearly  about  the  time  of 
closing  the  polls. 

Q.  State  what  was  the  condition  of  the  polls,  for  order  or 
otherwise,  compared  with  foi'mer  elections  which  you  have 
seen? 
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A.  As  a  judge  of  election  (and  I  have  been  so  for  some  ten 
or  twelve  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  past  years,)  it 
was  very  orderly  in  comparison  with  other  elections  that  I 
have  seen.  The  polls  in  the  morning  were  obstructed  by  a 
rush,  which  is  usually  the  case  when  first  opened,  but  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  with  the  exception  of  that,  we 
had  a  very  pleasant  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  intimidation  of  voters,  or  any  violence 
offered  by  any  party  to  voters  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  saw  any  one  intimidated  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Was  there  any  unusually  amount  of  hustling  or  push- 
ing ? 

A.  Not  so  much  by  a  great  deal  as  I  have  seen  heretofore, 

Q.  You  say  you  took  vour  father  with  you.  How  old  is 
he? 

A.  He  is  nearly  80  years  of  age,  and  as  he  is  nearly  blind, 
I  took  him  down  on  my  arm.  We  went  down  to  the  polls, 
and  he  walked  ujj  without  any  obstruction  whatever  and  de- 
posited his  vote,  after  which,  I  went  off  with  him  again. 

Q.  Did  you  suppose,  when  you  thought  of  bringing  your 
aged  father  down  to  vote,  that  the  condition  of  the  polls  was 
such  as  to  render  it  dangerous  for  him  to  vote  ? 

A.  The  old  gentleman  himself  expressed  his  surprise  at 
the  easy  manner  of  his  reaching  the  polls. 

Q.  Compared  w^ith  the  previous  elections  which  you  have 
seen,  what  was  its  character  ? 

A.  It  compared  favorably  with  any  election  I  have  seen 
there  for  several  years. 

By  Mr  Freaner — What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  I  voted  the  American  ticket  straight  out. 

Q.  Did  your  father  vote  the  same  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  My  father  voted  about  half  and  half.  He 
struck  a  number  of  names  out  of  his  ticket,  and  inserted  oth- 
ers. 

Q.  Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  Yes  there  was,  previous  to  the  election.  There  was  a 
club  called  the  Eed  Necks,  but  they  had  a  squabble  among 
themselves,  and  broke  up. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  of  that. club  at  the 
polls  on  the  dav  of  the  electicfn  ? 

A.  I  did.      '  ■ 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Eed  Necks  ? 
A.  I  was,  but  they  had  a  squabble  among  themselves  and 
broke  up  a  night  or  two  before  the  election. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  ol-  character  of  that  club — politi- 
cal, sociaJ,  or  benevolent  ? 


A,  It  wat*  a  political  club,  8ir  ;  there  were  a  great  many 
members  who  belonged  to  it^  that  wore  very  respectable  men. 

Q.  Did  that  chib  have  any  meetine;  immediately  prior  to 
the  election  ? 

A.  I  think  they  had  this  one  i  spoke  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  resolutions  offered  or  passed  by  that 
club  in  regard  to  the  then  approaching  election  ?         ^ 

A.  None,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  If  its  objects  Avere  political,  state  in  what  particular 
they  were  so,  or  the  promotion  of  what  party  it  had  in  view? 

A.  Of  course,  its  object  was  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  the  American  party — not  by  violence,  though,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  know  how  they  came  by  the  appellation  of  Red 
Necks  ? 

A.  Yes  :  I  think  that  there  is  a  person  in  the  seventh  ward 
who  has  a  very  red  neck,  and  in  a  jocular  manner,  the  club 
was  christened  the  ' '  Eed  Neck  Club  ' '  after  him  ;  that  is  the 
way  in  which  I  have  heard  the  name  originated. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  firing  of  guns  or  other  arms  upon 
that  day  ? 

A.  I  heard  once  or  twnce  during  the  day  the  firing  of  a  pis- 
i;ol ;  I  went  immediately  round  the  corner  to  see  what  brought 
it  about,  and  I  discovered  that  it  had  been  fired  by  some  one 
who  had  cleared  off  and  ran  away  ;  I  did  not  see  any  firing, 
but  I  heard  the  report. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  You  speak  about  these  political  clubs 
— how  long  have  they  been  there  ? 

A.  Ever  since  I  can  remember,  for  I  recollect  well  of  be- 
longing to  a  Tippicanoe  club. 

Q.  Did  vou  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  as  a  Democratic 
club? 

A.  Not,  I  think,  new  planted. 

Q.    For  what  established  ? 

A.  To  advance  the  objects  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Q.  Did  you  ever,  as  belonging  to  that  Red  Neck  club, 
countenance  any  violence  ? 

A.   On  the  contrary,  I  did  not. 

Q.  With  the  full  recollection  that  you  are  on  your  oath, 
you  say  this  club  was  broken  up  ? 

A.  There  was  a  muss  among  them  in  regard  to  8ome  little 
matters. 

M)\  Freaner — State  the  muss  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Hagner. 

Mr.  Hagner — You  say  there  Avas  no  elub  in  existence  on  the 
day  of  the  election  ? 

A.  I  did  not  consider  it  in  existence. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of,  or  see  any  meeting  of  the  club  for 
the  purpose  of  violence? 

A.  None,  for  I  would  not  have  countenanced  it. 

Q.  Ahout  Mr.  Herring's  death,  do  you  know  anything  ? 

A.  I  happened  to  he  alongside  of  the  gentleman  at  the 
time  it  occurred.  There  was  a  barricade  in  front  of  the  win- 
dow, which  had  been  put  up  bj'  the  request  of  the  opposition 
party  ;  there  was  a  pjarty,  who  was  tight  and  very  unruly, 
who  had  got  inside  of  the  barricade,  and  I  was  working  my 
way  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  that  party  to  take  him  out; 
on  my  way,  I  got  alongside  of  Mr.  Herring,  and  I  discovered 
that  he  sank  down ;  I  supposed  that  he  had  dropped  some- 
thing, and  had  bowed  down  to  pick  it  up,  but  as  soon  as  I 
got  away  from  him  I  discovered  he  had  a  fit,  and  when  I  saw- 
that,  I  immediately  ran  and  caught  hold  of  him  and  carried 
him  out.  The  physician  who  examined  him  said  that  he  died 
from  disease  of  the  heart. 

John  W.  Randolph,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  born  in  1808,  and  I 
live  in  the  second  ward,  and  have  lived  in  that  neighborhood, 
perhaps  30  years.  My  occupation  at  present  is  that  of  Trea- 
surer in  the  Fell's  Point  Saving  Institution  ;  I  was  present 
at  the  election  held  in  the  second  ward  in  November  last,  I 
reached  the  polls  betv-^een  nine  and  ten  o'clock. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  polls,  for  quiet  or  the 
reverse,  when  you  were  there  ? 

Q.  They  were  unusually  quiet. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  or  intimidation  offered  to 
voters  ? 

A.  Not  at  the  time  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  holding  tickets  for  the  Keform 
party  ? 

A.  I  saw  one  or  two.-. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  molested? 

A.  I  saw  parties  go  up  and  ask  for  tickets. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain? 

A.  I  was  at  the  polls  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  of  the  other  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  How  would  the  last  election  compare  with  others  which 
you  have  seen  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ? 

A.  In  such  elections  as  that,  where  there  were  such  a 
number  of  important  offices  to  fill,  I  think,  during  the  time 
I  remained,  it  was  the  quietest  I  have  seen  for  many  years. 
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Q.  You  have  been  familiar  with  elections  ? 

A.  I  hare  always  been  so,  and  pretty  fiijenerally  voted.  In 
the  old  times,  about  five,  six,  eight,  or  ten  years  ago,  I  have 
gone  np  as  much  as  three  times  before  1  could  get  my  vote 
in.     On  thin  occasion,  I  experienced  nu  difficulty  in  voting. 

Joseph  ValleCy  recalled  by  Mr.  Hagner. 

Q.  You  stated  I  believe,  that  you  belonged  to  a  club? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  the  city  of  Baltimor« 
besides  American  clubs  ?  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  Democrat- 
ic club? 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  belong  to  one  of  them  ? 

A.  I  have  belonged  to  a  Democratic  political  club  in  1844, 
but  I  cannot  recollect  the  name  of  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  that  club? 

A.  Well,  it  was  at  that  time  to  advance  the  interest  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

Q.  There  being  clubs  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  is  not  a  new 
thing,  is  it  ? 

A.  The  first  club  that  I  recollect  of  was  a  club  that  came 
on  a  visit  here  from  Philadelphia,  in  1837  or  1838,  and  after 
that  day  clubs  began  to  form,  although  they  were  ultimately 
turned  into  political  clubs.  When  I  was  a  boy  I  belonged  to 
several  clubs,  and  from  my  earliest  recollection  (up  almost 
from  my  infancy)  clubs  have  been  in  existence  in  the  city. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  election  of  1844  ia  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  do  ;  I  witnessed  that  election. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  saw  that  election,  how  would  it  compare 
with  the  last  election  h  eld  in  Baltimore  ? 

A.  The  election  in  1844  was  conducted  somewhat  better 
than  the  election  in  the  seventh  Avard  was  last  time. 

Q.  Was  there  any  violence  on  that  occasion  ? 

A.  There  w^as  a  good  deal  of  violence  on  that  occasion.  If 
my  memory  serves  me  right,  Shutt  was  the  high  constable, 
and  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  his  drawing  his  re- 
volver to  keep  the  peace,  which  I  have  never  seen  since. 

Mr.  Freaner — They  never  draw  them  now  ? 

Witness — They  have  no  occasion  for  it. 

Mr.  Hagner — Compare  the  election  with  1844 — does  not 
this  compare  favorably  ? 

A.  In  1844,  the  polls  were  barricaded  in  the  seventh  ward; 
I  was  a  Democrat  then  myself ;  a  line  was  formed  at  the  polls, 
into  which  the  Whigs  w^ould  fall,  and  the  first  thing  that  I 
would  know  the  Democrats  would  make  a  rush  to  the  polls 
and  then  retire  out  of  the  line. 
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Mr.  Freaiitr — Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  clubs  as  Little 
Fellows,  Tigers,  Eed  Necks,  Rip  Raps,  Gumballs,  Screw 
Boats,  &c.,  before  the  rise  of  the  American  party  ? 

Witness — Political  clubs  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ? 

Mr.  Freaner — Yes. 

Witness — I  have  heard  of  their  meetings  being  called 
through  the  papers  ;  these  clubs  have  been  in  existence  since 
1808. 

Mr.  Morgan — Did  you  ever  see  any  awls  used  at  the  last 
election,  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  ? 

Witness — I  did  not. 

There  being  no  more  witnesses  present  to  examine,  but  a 
good  number  more  summoned,  the  committee  adjourned  until 
Friday  morning,  at  half-past  ten  o'clock,  so  as  to  afford  am- 
ple time  for  the  parties  to  summon  their  witnesses  and  have 
them  ready  for  examination. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Friday,  Feb.  17,  1860. 

The  Committee  met  this  morning  at  half  past  ten  o'clock 
in  McCullough's  Hotel — Mr.  Freaner  in  the  chair. 

Present — Dr.  Wilson,  and  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Meddera. 
Joshua  Underwood  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — who  appeared  on  behalf  of  Wm.  >Schley, 
Esq. 

Witness.  I  am  aged  55  years,  and  have  been  in  Baltimore 
40  years  or  upwards.  I  was  present  at  the  last  election  held 
on  the  2nd  of  jSTovember,  and  was  one  of  the  return  judges  of 
the  fourth  ward. 

Q,.  What  was  the  character  of  that  election  for  quiet  or  the 
reverse? 

A.  I  v^ras  pretty  much  confined  in  the  room  ;  but  as  far  as 
I  could  see,  there  was  no  fighting,  I  understand  there  were 
some  eggs  thrown,  but  I  did  not  see  them.  I  saw  some  lit- 
tle pushing,  but  nothing  more  than  what  I  have  seen  on 
many  elections  previously.  I  called  to  the  men  that  were 
pushing  to  let  voters  come  up,  as  I  wanted  to  clear  the  way 
so  as  to  allow  every  man  the  privilege  of  voting. 

Q,,  Did  you  see  any  violence  or  intimidation  used  ? 

A.  Not  in  the  least,  with  the  exception  of  some  pushing. 

Q.  There  was  no  fighting  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  saw. 

Q,.  Has  there  not  always  been  pushing  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  not  always, 

Q,.  Was  it  worse  than  previous  elections  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  it  was,  I  have  seen  a  little  crowd- 
ing sometimes. 

Q.  Comparing  it  with  other  elections,  so  far  as  you  saw  it, 
what  do  you  say  was  its  character  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  it  was  any  worse  in  my  own  ward  that  I 
have  seen  it  before. 

Q,.  Were  the  polls  opened  and  closed  at  the  right  time  ? 

A.  They  were  opened  at  nine  and  closed  at  six. 
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Q,.  Was  the  counting  of  the  votes  condncted  in  a  legal 
manner  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Mr.  Morgan — (looking  at  printed  testimony.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  man  called  Henry  C.  Brown? 

A.    I  know  several  Brown's  there. 

Mr.  Morgan — He  testifies  here  that  he  wae  badly  beaten 
within  six  feet  of  the  window. 

Witness — I  was  not  an  eye  witness  to  that  case.  It  wa« 
not  my  duty  to  be  at  the  window. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  You  did  not  see  from  the  window  much 
of  what  occurred  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Wha^t  was  the  height  of  the  barricade  ? 

A.  It  was  higher  than  a  man  could  look  over  without 
standing  on  his  tiptoes. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  How  high  up  was  the  floor  of  the 
room  in  which  the  polls  were  held  from  the  outside  ? 

A.  You  had  to  ascend  a  step  to  it.     It  was  a  step  higher. 

Alex.  Stewart  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness — I  was  present  at  the  election 
held  on  2nd  November  last.  I  voted  at  the  4th  ward.  I  got 
there  about  half-past  nine  and  there  was  not  much  difficulty 
in  voting — less  than  at  any  election  I  ever  saw. 

Testimony  of  the  above  witness  and  Julias  Johnson  ruled 
out  as  being  cumulative. 

Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Medders  entered  their  dissent  against 
not  hearing  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses  from  the  fourth 
ward. 

James  Fleming  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  a  little  over  64  years  of 
age.  I  live  at  121  North  Gray  street,  and  have  resided  there 
for  26  years.  I  was  at  the  election  held  in  the  fifth  ward,  on 
the  2nd  of  November  last,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. I  went  there  and  voted  ;  and  as  I  was  formerly  a  judge 
for  ten  years  in  that  ward,  I  congratulated  the  judges  there 
on  the  quietness  of  the  election.  Through  courtesy,  they  in- 
vited me  in,  but  I  did  not  go',  I  remained  round  about  the 
polls  for  about  an  hour,  and  I  never  saw  a  quieter  election 
held  in  the  fifth  ward. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing? 

A.  No,  I  did  not.  I  did  not  .see  as  much  on  this  election 
as  on  many  elections  that  I  could  call  back  to  memory  when 
I  was  a  judge  of  election  myself.    ' 
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Q.  For  what  party  were  you  judge  of  eleotion,  in  old 
times? 

A.  For  both  parties. 

Q.  Comparing  this  election  with  previous  elections,  what 
is  your  opinion? 

A.  I  did  not  think  there  is  any  difference.  I  have  always 
seen  more  or  less  pushing,  and  sometimes  a  knock  down,  a 
black  eye,  or  bloody  nose. 

By  3l7'.  Freanar.  Q.  Were  there  any  political  clubs  in 
the  ward? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  political  club? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  am  a  member  of  the  Church. 

Q.  Where  were  the  polls  held? 

A.  In  Fayette  street. 

Q.  How  near  is  that  to  the  house  of  one  Prior? 

A.  It  is  about  a  mile  from  Prior's  house. 

John  MacNeir  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  at  the  election  at  the 
fifth  w^ard  polls,  on  2nd  November  last.  I  got  there  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  nine,  and  helped  in  arranging  things, 
as  I  was  formerly  a  judge  of  election  there.  I  helped  to  ar- 
range things  in  the  room,  and  when  we  got  them  all  fixed,  I 
took  my  station  at  the  corner  of  Fayette  and  High  streets,  at 
about  five  minutes  past  nine,  and  to  my  surprise  there  was 
about  two  dozen  men  marched  round  to  the  polls,  two  abreast, 
led  by  Keformers.  I  saw  nobody  prevented  from  voting  at 
all. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain? 

A.  I  remained  there  all  day.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
attending  elections  there  about  ten  years. 

Q.  How  would  this  election  compare  with  others  which  you 
have  seen  there,  for  quiet  or  the  reverse? 

A.  I  have  seen  things  carried  on  there  by  the  Democratic 
party,  worse  than  at  the  previous  election.  I  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  and  remember  the  time  that  nobody  could  stand 
at  the  window  opposed  to  their  principles ;  as  regards  seeing 
anybody  being  prevented  from  voting  at  last  election,  I  saw 
none,  I  did  not  stand  at  the  corner  of  the  street  all  day.  I 
held  tickets  during  one  part  of  it,  and  vv^as  passing  up  and 
down  in  front  of  the  polls.  I  saw  no  fighting,  nor  pushing 
about  the  window  at  all.  I  saw  nobody  molested^,  nor  no  one 
kept  from  voting.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Dunn  went  up  and 
voted,  and  after  he  had  done  so,  he  made  some  remark  and 
somebody  struck  him,  but  that  was  about  half  a  square  from 
the  window. 


By  Mr.  Freaner—Q.  Are  there  any  political  clubs  in  that 
ward? 

A.  I  think  there  is  one. 

Q.  What  18  the  name  of  it? 

A.  The  St.  Lawrence. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  club? 

A.  I  do  not.  I  belonged  to  the  St.  Lawrence  elub  at  one 
time. 

Q.  What  was  its  object? 

A.  I  don't  know  what  its  object  was. 

Q.  Although  you  belonged  to  it? 

A.  I  did  not  know  the  object  of  the  club. 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  ro.eetinga  just  before  the  election? 

A.   Certainly  they  had. 

Q.  How  long  before? 

A.  They  did  not  meet  as  a  club,  but  they  met  as  the  fifth 
ward  council,  the  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  struck  that  day? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Kas  Levy  there? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pushing? 

A.  I  did  not, 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  pistol  fired? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  are  hard  of  hea^ring,  however. 

A.  I  was  not  so  dull  of  hearing  but  that  T  could  have  heard 
it  from  the  place  in  which  I  was. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  no  pistol  fired? 

A.  Not  that  I  heard. 

Q.  Do  you  say,  on  your  oath,  that  you  do  not  know  what 
the  object  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Club  was  ? 

A.  The  obligations  were  never  read  to  me  ;  but  whether 
they  were  read  or  not,  I  never  heard  what  they  were. 

By  M}\  Hagner. 

Q.  Was  it  a  political  club  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Robert  McCoull. 

By  Mr.  Hagner. 

Witness.  I  am  53  years -of  age,  and  I  was  born  in  Balti- 
more ;  I  was  at  the  election .  in  November  last  and  voted  at 
the  fifth  ward  polls.  I  was  there  a  little  before  12  o'clock, 
and  remained  there  a  very  short  time  ;  when  I  was  there 
everything  was  quiet,  and  there  was  nothing  at  all  of  dis- 
order to  prevent  any  persons  from  voting— all  was  quiet  and 
orderly. 


Q.  How  long  dul  you  romaiii  ? 

A.  I  was  there  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Q,  Compared  with  otlior  elections  which  you  have  scob, 
what  woukl  you  say  ? 

A.  So  far  as  1  saw,  it  was  very  orderly  and  quiet,  aad  I 
kiaw  uobody  prevented  from  voting. 

Captain  Zacchery,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  65  years  of  age,  and  have 
lived  in  Baltimore  since  1816  ;  I  was  at  tlie  election  polls  in 
the  sixth  ward  in  November  last ;  I  arrived  at  the  polls  ahout 
half-past  one,  and  remained  ahout  half  an  hour.  Ever3'thing 
was  as  (]uict  as  ever  I  saw  an  election  ;  Avhen  I  was  coming 
up  to  the  polls,  thej  said  ''Open  the  way  and  let  this  old 
gentleman  vote." 

Mr.  Gaifher — Did  any  one  know,  you  at  the  polls? 
Witness.  I  had  not  voted  for  ten  years  before  that. 

Mr.  Hagner — Why  was  that? 

A.  Because  I  never  cared  about  any  party  sufficiently  to  in- 
duca  me  to  take  much  interest  in  voting. 

Q.  Comparing  this  election  with  others  which  yoiq.  have 
seen,  what  is  your  opinion  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  a  little  more  quiet  than  any  election  I 
was  ever  at  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  know  anything  of  elections  ? 

A.  I  was  never  much  of  a  hand  for  hanging  around  at  elec- 
tions. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  fighting  before  at  elections? 

A.  I  have,  most  assuredly.  I  remember  once  about  10  or 
12  years  ago,  that  I  got  badly  beat.  I  voted  for  Mayor  Stans- 
bury  and  it  was  not  at  my  ward  it  occurred,  I  was  making 
my  way  home  and  some  of  the  Empire  club  whom  I  met, 
thought  I  was  a  Mr.  Brown,  who  had  stolen  some  73  men  out 
of  a  coop  in  which  they  had  them.  They  not  only  attacked 
me  and  punished  me,  but  they  took  all  my  hair  away,  and 
I  did  not  see  daylight  for  two  days  afterwards,  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  beating  that  I  got. 

Mr.  Morgan — I  think  your  hair  has  never  grown  since. 

Witness— This  club  was  the  eighth  ward  Democrals,  or 
Bloody  eighth. 

Mr.  Gaithev — Did  you  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  the  polls  du- 
ring last  election  ? 

A.  I  was  a  short   distance  off.     I  was  in  full   view   of  the 
polls,  and  I  never  saw  so  much  quietness  in  my    hfe  ;  I   saw 
no  opposition,  and  there  was  not  a  breathing  man  kn^w  how 
I  was  going  to  vote, 
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Mr.  Hagner — What  do  you  meau  by  saying  you  saw  no 
opposition  ? 

A.  In  those  who  were  there.  I  did  not  see  a  sign  nor  a 
whimper,  on  the  part  of  any  body. 

L.  D.  Taylor,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  was  at  the  election  in  the 
sixth  ward  in  November  last.  I  think  I  arrived  at  about 
half-past  ten,  and  remained  until  nearly  one.  I  went  and 
had  dinner,  and  came  back  again  about  a  quarter  to  tAvo,  and 
remained  until  four  o'clock,  I  took  a  walk  from  that  to  the 
first  ward,  and  then  I  went  to  some  of  the  up-town  wards. 

Q,  State  the  character  of  the  election? 

A.  The  chararter  of  the  election  was  very  quiet.  There 
was  some  little  disturbance  occurred  between  two  men,  in 
which  one  of  them  drew  a  pistol  or  a  sword-cane,  but  the 
quarrel  was  prevented  without  any  damage  being  done. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing  or  crowd- 
ing? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  or  intimidation  of  voters? 

A.  I  saw  the  usual  pushing  at  the  window. 

Q.  Is  there  always  pushing? 

A.  Some,  more  or  less. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  voter? 

A.  I  am  45  years  of  age,  and  since  I  have  been  of  age,  I 
have  voted. 

Q.  Compare  that  election  with  others  that  you  have  seen, 
for  quiet  or  otherwise? 

A.  It  was  one  of  the  quietest  elections,  so  far  as  a  general 
comparison  is  concerned,  that  I  ha,ve  ever  seen,  as  regards 
fighting  and  general  disorder. 

Mr.  Morgan — Any  clubs  in  that  ward? 

A.  There  is  a  club  called  the  Ashland  Club. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  members  at  the  polls? 

A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  How  near  were  the  polls  to  a  house 
kept  by  one  Pryor. 

A.  About  a  square  off,  perhaps. 

By  Jir.  Wallis — Q.  What  is  your  occupation?-, 

A.  I  am  a  tailor.  -'    • ' 

Q.  Is  that  your  present  occupation? 

A.  At  present  I  am  in  the  Appeal  Tax  Court  Department. 

By  Mr.  3Iorgan — Q.  Are  yOu  a  member  of  any  political 

club? 

A.  I  was  originally  a  member  of  the  Ashland  Club.  I  at- 
teaded  perhaps  three  or  four  of  their  meetings. 
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Bj  Ilfr.  Freaner — Q.   Why  did  you  quit  it? 

A.  Well,  I  did  not  care  ol' being  a  member  of  so  miuij  so- 
cieties, 1  did  not  think  it  was  j^olng  to  be  very  beneficial,  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned. 

By  3I)\  Wallis — Q.  Is  that  the  only  reason,  sir?  State  all 
your  reasons. 

A.  I  don't  think  I  have  any  particular  reason.  We  fre- 
quently join  societies,  and  take  a  notion  of  stopping  off  sud- 
denly. I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  reasons  particularly, 
only  that  I  preferred  not  to  keep  up  the  association. 

E.  Ross,  sworn. 

By  Air.  Hagner — Q.  Where  did  you  votef 

A.  I  voted  at  the  seventh  ward. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  voter? 

A.  30  years. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  election  of  November  last? 

A.  I  was  a  clerk  of  the  election.  I  arrived  at  the  polls 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  somewhere  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven,  P.  M. 

Q.  State  what  was  the  character  of  tbe  election,  as  to  order 
or  the  reverse? 

A.  At  the  early  opening  of  the  polls,  there  was  the  usual 
amount  of  pushing,  crowding  and  hauling,  which  created  in 
my  mind  the  opinion  that  it  was  caused  by  the  anxiety  of 
parties  to  get  in  their  votes,  I  saw  no  other  disturbance  at 
the  polls,  excepting  one  pushing  tlie  other  a  little,  in  order  to 
get  his  vote  in. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  used  to  deter  voters  from  vo- 
ting ? 

A.  No,  sir,  1  do  not  remember  of  seeing  any. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  done  to  prevent  any  person  from 
voting? 

A.  I  did.  Several  parties  attempted  to  vote  who  belonged 
to  other  wards,  and  they  were  refused.  I  have  been  clerk 
there  for  several  years,  and  I  believe  the  election  was  con- 
ducted fairly  and  honorably. 

Q.  How  would  the  election  compare  with  others  which  you 
have  seen  for  quietness  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  It  was  quieter  that  day  than  I  have  seen  some  other 
elections.  During  the  day,  there  would  be  considerable  in- 
tervals when  there  would  be  no  voting  going  on  at  all. 
What  was  done  on  the  street  or  around  the  polls  I  cannot 
say,  but  in  front  of  the  window  there  was  no  obstruction 
whatever.     The  clerks  had  a  good  deal  of  leisure  time. 

By  Mr.  Freomer — Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  your 


duties  confined  you  to  the  inside  of  the  room,  and  you  saw 
nothing  of  what  took  phace  outside? 

A.  They  did. 

Q.  IIoAv  far  back  did  you  sit  ? 

A.  Our  table  Avas  in  the  rear  of  the  judges,  and  the  ballot- 
box  was  on  one  end  of  it.  I  Avas  only  three  or  four  feet  from 
the  window. 

Q.  You  were  jiot  in  the  street  at  all  ? 

A.  'No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  Was  there  any  barricade? 

A.  Nothing  to  obstruct  the  view  ;  I  looked  out  of  the  win- 
dow and  could  see  as  far  as  Fayette  street  and  up  to  HoUiday 
Btreet,  some  distance  ;  I  did  not  go  to  my  dinner. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Was  the  room  aboye  where  the  judges 
were  occupied  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  there  any  political  club  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Ked  Lee  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  whistle  blown  ? 

A.  I  might,  but  I  cannot  speak  positively  on  that  subject 
at  all. 

Q.  Who  is  Ned  Lee? 

A.  He  is  a  resident  of  the  ward  ;  he  was  formerly  si  police 
officer,  and  is  a  painter  by  trade. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  committing  any  acts  of  riolence  on  that 
day  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

By  I)Ir.  JVallace — Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  saw 
no  acts  of  violence  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  At  one  time  of  the  day  there  was  no  voting  doings  and 
there  was  a  considerable  muss  kiclied  up  some  tifty,  sixty  or 
seventy  yards  from  the  jjoUs. 

Q.  What  w^as  the  character  of  that? 
/    A.  I  don't  know  ;  it  was  a  general  free  fight. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  shooting? 

A.  I  did  hear  a  pistol  fired  ;  -it  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of  a 
jumbled-up  muss.  They  said  it  was  a  fight,  but  I  did  nut  see 
any  licks  struck. 

By  Mr.  Morgan — ^ Did  you  see  men  standing  around  tbe 
pulls  in  their  shirt  sleeves,  as.if  they  were  ready  fur  a  fight  ? 

A.  I  think  1  did  see  men^in  their  shirt  sleeves,  but  that  did 
not  inuiaate  to  my  mind  that  they  were  there  for  the  purpose 
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of  a  fifi;lit ;  I  have  often  seen  men  standing  around  the  polls 
in  tlieir  shirt  sleeves  and  voting  in  tlicir  sliirt  ftleevcs. 

Q.  Did  they  take  possession  oi"  the  poHs  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  J\Ir.  JIagner — Q.  What  is  the  general  occupation  of  a 
great  number  of  the  people  who  reside  in  that  ward? 

A.  They  are  generally  mechanics  and  working  people  ; 
they  frequently  vote  while  passing  to  their  dinner  in  their 
ehirt  sleeves. 

By  M)\  Wallace — Q.  Is  tlie  house  next  to  the  polls  occu- 
pied? 

A.  I  tlnnk  it  is  a  barber's  shop. 

Q.  How  w-as  it  occupied  on  election  day  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  people  coming  out  of  the  house  adjoin- 
ing the  Lafayette  engine  house? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  because  I  "was  not  out  of  the  room  ;  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  regarding  that. 

Wm.  H.  Pearce,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  am  aged  45,  and  I  voted  in 
the  seventh  ward  at  the  election  of  November  last,  and  have 
voted  there  ever  since  I  was  entitled  to  a  vote  ;  I  reached  the 
polls  about  ten  minutes  after  nine  o'clock,  and  was  there  olf 
and  on  all  day. 

Q.  Did  yoii  see  any  unusual  amount  of  pushing  or  crowd- 
ing? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  when  1  got  there,  there  was  a  large  crowd  at 
the  window  attempting  to  get  their  votes  in  ;  it  appeared  to 
me  as  if  each  man  was  trying  to  get  his  vote  in  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  away  ;  that  is  what  I  saw  in  the  commence- 
ment, and  it  continued  till  about  half-past  ten  ;  the  crowd 
then  dispersed,  and  from  half-past  ten  till  half-past  eleven 
there  was  none  but  myself  and  one  or  two  others  around  the 
window,  and  no  voting  at  all  going  on  ;  men  that  afterAvards 
reported  that  they  could  not  vote^  were  standing  opposite  the 
polls,  and  would  not  come  near  to  the  window  to  vote,  al- 
thougli  they  could  easily  have  done  so  ;  that's  what  occurred 
under  my  observation. 

Mr.  Freaner — What  came  under  vour  observation  ?  Is  that 
all  ? 

A.  I  was  acting  there  as  challenger,  and  I  objected  to  two 
men's  votes,  one  of  the  parties  was  named  Sullivan.  The 
Democratic  judge  called  me  to  know  my  opinion  in  reference 
to  the  men  being  entitled  to  vote  and  I  told  him  tiiathe  could 
nut  vote,  and  the  next  objected  to  was  an  individual  on  ac- 
count of  his  not  having    his  naturilzation   papers,  but  there 
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was  no  disturlDance  around  the  window  in  any  shape  or  form. 
There  was  a  disturbance  some  distance  oiF  among  some  young 
men,  and  somebody  said  there  was  a  fight,  but  whether  there 
was  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

By  3Ir.  Ilagnci- — Q,.  From  your  observation  of  previous 
elections  compared  with  this  what  do  you  say  ? 

A.  I  consider  it,  under  the  circumstances,  as  peaceable  an 
election  as  I  ever  witnessed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  I  have 
seen  the  time  when  I  have  got  the  coat  torn  off  my  back  in 
attempting  to  vote. 

By  il/r.  Sioclcbridge — Q.  Do  you  hold  any  office  under  the 
present  city  government? 

A.  I  am  Sweep  Master  of  the  South  district, 

Q.  How  was  the  house  adjoining  the  Layfe^te  engine  house 
occupied  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  occupied  or  not  ;  I  think 
it  originally  was  a  butcher's  house. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  were  arms  in  the 
second  story  of  that  house  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Wallace — Q.  Was  there  any  liquor  in  the  house 
next  to  the  engine  house  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  the  house  next  door  was  occu- 
pied? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  near  were  you  to  the  polls? 

A.  I  remained  alongside  of  the  window  the  whole  day. 

Q.  You  saw  no  riot  about  the  window  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  much  rioting  did  you  see  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  polls  ? 

Witness — What  do  you  call  the  neighborhood  of  the  polls  ? 

Mr.  Wallis — I  call  60  or  200  yards  the  neighborhood  of  the 
polls. 

Witness — I  suppose  there  were  two  dozen  or  three  dozen 
young  fellows  a  fighting  there,  but  I  did  not  go  to  see  them. 
I  heard  no  pistols  fired  during  the  day,  an-d  I  saw  no  obstruc- 
tion but  during  the  time  of  the  crushing  to  deposit  ballots  in 
the  morning.  '     '     " 

Q.  You  know  of  no  illegal  vote  that  went  in  on  that  day? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  legal  vote  kept  out  ? 

A.  None  except  an  individual  named  Legg,  and  he  could 
have  voted  if  he  wished,  but  he  would  not,  and  went  away. 

Q,  Did  you  know  of  any  persons  having  awls  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sticking  into  voters? 
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A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  know  Ned  Le«? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  tlio  polls? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  blow  a  whistle? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  was  his  condition? 

A.  During  one  part  of  the  day  he  was  about  half  drunk. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  when  drunk? 

A.  He  is  pretty  turbulent. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  whistle  blown  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

0.  If  a  whistle  had  been  blown,  do  you  think  you  would 
have  heard  it? 

A.  A  whistle  might  have  been  blown  without  my  hear- 
ing it. 

By  3Ii\  WallU — Q,  Are  you  a  member,  or  have  you  been 
a  member,  of  any  of  the  clubs. 

A.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Jerfferson  club,  and  my  name 
may  be  there  now  for  all  I  know. 

Q.  That  is  in  the  seventh  w^rd? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  a  political  club  of  the  American  party? 

A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Freaner— Q,.  Is  Ned  Lee  a  member  of  that  club. 
A.  I  believe  he  is. 

By  Mr:  Hagner — Q.  Is  it  a  new  thing  to  have  political 
clubs  in  Baltimore  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  They  have  been  there  to  my  knowledge  some- 
thing like  six  years. 

Q.  You  know  of  none  before  that  ? 

A.  None  previously,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Samuel  S.  Spicer,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Q.  What  is  your  age? 
A.  Forty-six  in  July. 
Q.  Where  do  you  vote  ? 
A.  In  the  seventh  ward. 

Q.  AVill  you  state  whether  you  were  at  the  election  on  the 
second  of  November  last? 
A.  Not  at  the  seventh  ward. 
Q.  What  polls  were  you  at  ? 
A.  I  was  at  the  tenth  ward. 

Q.   What  time  of  the  day  were  you  at  the  election  ? 
A.  I  would  state  that  on  that  day  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to 


vote.  The  day  before  the  election,  or  rather  two  days  before 
the  election,  Mr.  McPhail,  then  acting  as  mayor  of  the  city, 
was  unfortunately  wounded  in  the  telegraph  office  ;  the  coun- 
cil was  called  together  on  the  next  day,  and  I  was  elected 
president  of  the  first  branch,  and  at  the  time,  it  became  ne- 
cessary that  I  should  assume  the  position  of  mayor  on  the  day 
before  the  election.  In  the  morning  I  left  my  home,  I  sup- 
pose about  twenty  minutes  past  eight,  maybe  about  ten  min- 
utes, and  went  up  to  the  mayor's  office,  and  staid  there  all 
day,  with  the  exception  of  some  three  or  four  times  I  was  called 
out  on  business  ;  so  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
what  was  going  on  at  the  polls  ;  I  only  went  to  the  tenth 
ward  polls  on  one  occasion,  when  I  did  not  remain  more  than 
three  minutes  ;  there  was  some  disturbance  there,  but  by  the 
time  I  got  up,  the  disturbance  was  quieted. 

Q.   Were  you  near  any  of  the  other  polls? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  I  was  too  busy  in  the  office. 

Q.  How  far  can  you  speak  as  to  the  character  of  the  elec- 
tion ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  from  hearsay,  and  from  the  report  of 
my  officers. 

Q.  You  know  of  nothing  personally,  except  at  the  tenth 
ward  polls  when  you  were  there  ? 

A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Thomas  H.  Martin  ? 

A.  I  think  I  would  if  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  the  day  of  election? 

A.  Yes,  in  the  mayor's  office. 

Q.  State  what  Mr.  Martin  said  to  you  in  the  office? 

A.  He  came  into  the  office  in  the  morning  considerably  ex- 
cited ;  he  came  up  to  me  and  said,  "  Mr.  Mayor,  I  want  you 
to  arrest  John  Hinsley,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  tenth  ward." 
I  asked  "  what  for,"  and  he  replied,  "  he  has  beaten  me  ;" 
at  the  same  time  he  held  in  his  hand  a  handkerchief  over  his 
mouth.  I  told  him  to  remove  the  handkerchief  and  show  me 
the  injuries  he  had  received,  and  when  he  did  so,  I  saw  that 
his  lips  were  considerably  swollen  ;  I  asked  him  how  that  oc- 
curred, and  he  told  me  that  Hinsley  was  about  to  throw  the 
tickets  on  the  floor  instead  of  depositing  them  in  the  ballot- 
box.  I  said  to  him,  "  did  he  throv/  the  ticket  down,"  and  ho 
said  "no,  but  he  held  the.  ticket 'over  the  box  and  would  not 
put  it  in."  I  told  him  that  I  had  but  ex-parte  testimony  in 
the  case,  but  if  he  would  go  to  a  magistrate  and  get  a  war- 
rant out  for  his  apprehension,  I  should  send  the  officers  up 
and  have  him  taken  into  custody,  "  No,"  s£iid  he,  "  I  won't 
do  that."  I  said  to  him,  "  Keturn  back  to  your  place,  and  I 
will  send  officers  down,  to  see  that  you  are  protected.     "  No/' 


sftid  he,  ''  1  will  not  go."  I  then  turned  to  the  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  told  him  to  go  to  the  polls  and  investigate  into  tho 
matter  of  tlie  disturhance.  He  came  hack,  and  in  tlie  prc- 
Kcuce  of  Mr.  Martin,  rojiorted  that  all  was  quiet,  and  in  re- 
ference to  the  case  of  Mr.  Martin,  said  tliat  it  was  not  so. 

Q.  He  was  considerably  excited,  you  say? 

A.  I  suppcscd  arising  from  passion  at  being  struck,  as  he 
had  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  month.  Others  formed  an 
opinion,  from  his  manner,  that  he  had  been  drinking,  but 
my  slight  acquaintance  of  him  would  not  enable  me  to  judge 
cori'eclly. 

Q.  You  did  not  refuse  to  interfere? 

A.  I  told  him  the  way  in  which  he  could  have  his  griev- 
ances remedied,  and  that  if  he  went  back,  I  should  see  that 
he  was  protected  by  the  officers. 

By  Mr.  WalUs. — Q.  Mr.  Spicer,  you  have  the  powers  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  have  you  not? 

A.  I  bcleive  I  have. 

Q.  Had  you  not  the  right  to  issue  a  warrant? 

A.  Well,  I  was  not  satisfied  with  that. 

Q.  Have  you  not  the  right? 

A.  I  have  ascertained  since  that  Iliad,  but  I  was  not  satis- 
fied with  that  at  the  time. 

Q.  Being  i-cquested  by  Mr.  Martin,  to  arrest  Mr.  Hinsley, 
you  declined? 

A.  I  did,  ibr  the  reason  I  have  stated. 

Q.  But  you  told  him  that  if  he  would  go  and  get  out  a  war- 
rant you  would  have  it  served  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  hour  of  the  day  were  you  at  the  tenth  ward 
polls? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  ten  o'clock.  It  was  immediately 
after  the  occurrence  to  w^hich  you  were  a  witness. 

3Ir.  Wallis — It  must  have  been  earlier. 

Q,  How  long  did  you  remain  ? 

A.  Not  over  two  or  three  minutes,  I  was  quite  busy,  and  I 
returned  back  to  my  office. 

Q.  Did  vou  hear  auv  firing  at  the  tenth  ward  polls? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  go  out  when  you  heard  the  firing  yourself? 

A.  I  was  going  out,  and  when  I  got  on  the  pavement,  I  saw 
that  the  officers  liad  made  several  arrests,  and  were  bringing 
the  parties  down ;  and  you  are  aware  that  several  gentlemen 
cameto  me  and  requested  thati  woiildrelease  the  parties  arrest- 
ed at  the  polls.  I  objected  at  first,  but  afterwards,  to  accommo- 
date the  gentlemen,  I  went  down  and  ordered  their   release. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  report  from  Marshal  Herring  in  re* 
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fftrd   to  a   depot   of  arms  in  the  vicinitr  of  the  tenth  ward 
polls? 

A.  I  was  neither  aware,  nor  did  any  report  come  to  me 
that  there  were  any  arms  in  the  neighhorhood  of  the  tenth 
ward  polls. 

Q,  Mr.  Herring  did  not  consult  you  in  regard  to  removing 
any  arms  ? 

A.  He  did  not  sir,  he  made  no  report  to  me  that  I  recollect 
of,  I  am  almost  certain  of  the  fact  that  he  did  not  ;  I  vvas 
considerably  excited  at  the  time,  but  I  have  no  doubt  I  should 
have  recollected  the  fact  if  he  had  made  the  report. 

Q.  After  j'^ou  ascertained  that  the  firing  had  taken  place, 
what  steps  did  you  take  for  the  restoration  of  order  ? 

A.  By  dispatching  police  officers  to  the  polls  ;  my  orders 
were,  that  ten  or  fifteen  men  should  be  placed  at  each  ])oil 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  that  they  should  stay 
there  all  day  ;  and  in  the  event  of  any  outbreak  arising  that 
the  reserve  force  (  stationed  at  the  different  police  stations  ) 
might  go  to  their  assistance. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  those  policemen  went  to 
the  different  polls  ? 

A.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  the  officer  that  they  did. 

Q,  You  have  no  knowledge  upon  that  subject  yourself? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q,  Have  you  no  knowledge  that  any  of  the  officers  were 
delinquent  anywhere  ?     Did  they  all  do  their  duty  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  did.  There  Avas  no  further  disturbance 
there  during  the  day,  and  I  think  that  I  sent  some  four  or 
five  different  squads  up  to  the  eleventh  ward.  That  was  the 
only  ward  that  made  application  to  the  Central  office  for  an 
additional  force.  I  had  tlic  officers  reporting  to  me  every 
hour  that  things  were  going  on  quietly  in  the  other  wards. 

Q.  What  other  wards  do  you  mean  ? 

A.  In  all  the  wards.  I  ascertained  about  noon  that  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  the  third  ward,  and  I  sent  one  of  the  offi- 
cers down  there,  and  when  he  returned,  he  reported  that  all 
was  quiet.  The  tenth  and  elcA-enth  wards  were  the  only  ones 
that  required  an  additional  force  from  .  down  town.  There 
were  also  men  in  reserve  at  the  Eastern,  Southern  and  West- 
ern Station  Houses.  ' 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  tenth  ward  polls  during  any  other 
part  of  the  day  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Had  you  any  application  from  any  other  wards  besides 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  for  an  additional  force  ? 

A.  Not  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Ham- 
blitoQ  64un«  to  me  and  told  me  that  he  waa  driven  away  from 
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voting,  in  the  eightcentli  ward,  and  that  a  certain  police  offi- 
cer did  not  do  his  duty.     I  investigated  the  matter, 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  Hinsley  as  being  a  judge  of  election; 
will  you  tell  the  committee  whethei-  he  had  n^t  been  rejected 
as  such  b\'  the  City  Council. 

A.   He  had. 

Q.  Under  whose  appointment  was  he  made  judge  of  ©!•«• 
tion  ? 

A.  Mr.  McPhail  ;  he  held  liis  commission  under  Mr.  Mc- 
Phail's  appointment. 

Q.  Did  you  re-appoint  him  after  he  had  been  rejected  by 
the  City  Council  ? 

A.  I  did.  I  would  state  that  the  couupil  was  not  in  les- 
sion  at  the  time  the  judges  were  appointed,  but  Mr.  MoPhail 
had  made  out  his  list ;  and  he  being  wounded,  and  my  being 
compelled  to  take  his  place,  there  were  several  resignations  of 
the  judges  of  election,  and  it  kept  me  busy  during  the  whol« 
of  the  day  in  getting  parties  to  serve  and  fill  the  vacancies. 
Mr.  Hinsley  was  in  possession  of  his  commission.  The  coun- 
cil being  in  session  that  evening,  1  tliought  it  my  duty  to 
send  the  appointments,  as  made  by  McPhail  and  myself,  up 
for  their  confirmation,  because  tliese  gentlemen  were  in  pos- 
session of  their  commissions.  About  8  o'closk  in  the  even- 
ing, after  going  home  to  my  own  house,  a  report  came  to  mo 
that  the  council  had  rejected  Mr.  Hinsley,  and  that  they  had 
adjourned  until  the  next  Monday.  I  then  told  several  gen- 
tlemen that  waited  upon  m.e,  that  it  had  placed  me  in  a  bad 
position,  because  I  had  tried  the  same  day  several  persons,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  their  consent  to  serve  in  that  ward, 
who  had  all  refused.  In  the  morning,  I  received  no  official 
information  of  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Hinsley — it  was  mere 
rumor.  I  had  no  information  of  his  rejection  until  next 
morning  about  half-past  nine  o'clock,  and  by  that  time  Mr. 
Hinsley  had  taken  his  seat,  because  he  held  his  commission 
from  my  predecessor.  After  revolving  the  matter  in  my  own 
mind,  I  thought  it  would  be  best  to  re-appoint  him.  It  was  a 
prerogative  that  the  mayor  always  had  in  the  recess  of  the 
council,  and  as  the  council  was  not  in  session  I  re-appointed 
him. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  no  official  notice  of  the  fact  of  Hins- 
ley's  rejection  ? 

A.  I  had  no  official  notice  of  his  rejection  from  the  clerk  of 
the  Council. 

Q.  Did  you  know  it  as  a  matter  of  fact? 

A.  I  knew  it  from  hearsay.     Hinsley  came  to  see  me,,  and 
told  me  that  he  had  heard  that  he  had  been  laid  over  bv  +^ 
council,  but  he  said,  ''  I  have  got  my  commis^^iV-^,  •^^-q^.j^^^-^^ 
t«nd  to  1-     '  '*  " 


Q.  Did  you  say  anything  to  keep  liini  from  going  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Had  you  not  tlie  means  of  knowing  that  Plinsley  had 
been  rejected  officially  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  had  the  means  of  knowing  it ;  I  believed  it; 
but  I  had  no  official  notice. 

Q.  Having  the  means  of  knowing,  and  having  an  official 
duty  to  discharge,  did  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  use  those 
means  to  find  out  whether  the  rumor  was  correct  or  not? 

A.  I  did  not,  because  I  had  not  time  to  go  and  hunt  the 
clerk  up. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Had  you  no  messenger  in  the  vicinity  of 
your  office  ? 

A.  I  had  not. 

3Ir.  Wallis — When  you  want  to  see  any  of  the  officials  of 
the  city  government,  do  you  say  you  have  to  run  about  after 
them  ? 

A.  I  have  no  messenger  ;  messages  generally  go  through 
the  police  officers. 

Q.  Have  you  not  a  janitor  and  secretary  in  your  office? 

A.  We  have. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  you  were  not  sat- 
isfied in  your  own  mind  that  Hinsley  had  been  rejected;  not- 
withstanding you  had  no  official  notice  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  And  that  before  the  polls  were  opened  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  give  Mr.  Hinsley  his  commission? 

A.  In  the  morning. 

Q.  About  what  hour  ? 

A.  It  was  after  the  difficulty  that  had  occurred  at  the 
polls. 

Q.  Twelve  o'clock  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  it  was  so  late.  I  cannot  speak  positively 
of  the  hour.     It  was  after  ten  and  before  tv/elve. 

Q.  Hinsley  told  you  he  was  going  to  the  polls  ? 

A.  He  did, 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  not  to  go  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  ■        .         ^ 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  great  difficulty  in 
getting  a  judge  to  act  at  the  election  ? 

A.  I  found  considerable  difficulty. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  you  made  any  ef- 
fort to  get  a  judge  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  :    • 

'^  You  allowed  Hinsley  to  go,  after  being  satisfied  in  your 
bliton  ctoinVVo^l^v^^-^  ^^^^  rejected  by  the  council  ? 
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A.  I  said  that  rumor  said  tliat  lie  had  been  rejected. 

Q.   Did  lie  liohl  over? 

A.  lie  did  not,  I  toKl  him  tliat  rumor  said  he  TN^as  re- 
jected. 

Q.  When  were  you  first  iuformcd  of  Mr.  Ilinsley's  rejcc- 
tiou  ? 

A.  I  was  iuforuicd  the  night  before  the  election. 

Q.  By  wliom  ? 

A.  One  of  the  members  of  the  council. 

Q.  You  took  no  action  that  night  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Made  no  inquiry  regarding  another  person  to  act? 

A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  What  is  Kinsley's  character? 

A.  I  know  nothing  of  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  reputation  ? 

A.  I  do  not ;  I  have  heard  various  reports  ;  some  say  he  is 
a  kind,  clever  man. 

Q.  From  what  you  have  heard,  what  would  you  say  his 
character  was — good  or  bad  ? 

A.  I  was  in  the  office  the  week  previous  to  the  election 

3Ir.  Freaner — The  question  is,  from  what  you  have  heard 
from  other  persons  about  Mr.  Hinsley,  at  any  time,  what  is 
his  character  for  peace  and  quiet  ?  Was  his  character  good 
or  bad? 

"Witness — I  should  say  it  was  good,  for  a  peaceable  and 
quiet  citizen  ;  I  never  3^et  heard  of  his  being  in  a  tight,  with 
the  exception  of  that  case  at  the  polls  ;  the  most  I  have  heard 
of  him  has  been  the  freedom  with  which  he  had  become  secu- 
rity for  parties  at  the  Criminal  court.  I  know  nothing  of 
him,  but  by  hearsay  ;  and  what  I  was  going  to  remai'k  was, 
that  while  I  was  in  the  office  sometime  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion, and  while  Mr.  McPhail  was  there,  a  gentleman  named 
Mr.  Falls  came  in,  who  had  been  a  judge  of  election  at  the 
tenth  ward.  He  was  asked  if  he  had  not  served  with  Mr. 
Hinsley  as  judge  of  election.  Mr.  Falls  iis  a  Democrat,  and 
he  remarked  that  he  had  served  with  him  at  two  or  three 
elections,  and  he  never  wanted  to  serve  with  a  fairer  or  more 
peaceable  man. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  From  what  you  know  personally,  and 
from  what  you  heard  of  Mr.  Hinsley,  do  you  consider  him  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed  judge  of  election  ? 

A.  I  do. 

By  J/r.  Wallifi — Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  th.at  Mr. 
McPhail.  tor  the  purpose  of  getting  information  in  regard  to 
Hinsley,  interrogated  Mr.  Falls  ? 

A.  He  did,  sir  ;  but  I  don't  know  whether  the  information 
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was  voluntary  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Falls  or  not ;  that  was  Lis 
report,  sir. 

Stephen  H.  Manly,  sworn. 

Bv  \h\  Ilagner — Q.  Will  you  state  whether  you  were  at 
the  election  on  November  last,  and  give  in  a  narrative  form 
as  near  as  you  can  wliat  you  saw  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  was  at  the  election  ;  I  live  in  the  eighteenth  ward, 
and  am  Deputy  Marshal  of  police.  I  was  with  Mr.  Spicer  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  day,  being  in  charge  of  the  force 
in  reserve  ;  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  many  of 
the  polls  myself,  being  in  the  office  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
patching officers,  and  doing  all  that  lay  in  my  power  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  peace  and  quiet  throughout  the  city. 

Q.  Did  you  do  so  ? 

A.  So  far  as  I  was  able. 

Q,.  Were  you  at  any  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  at  the  eighteenth  and  the  tenth  ward  polls. 

Q,.  What  time  did  you  get  to  the  eighteenth  ward  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  there  hut  a  few  minutes.  A  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Mr.  Ilambleton  lodged  a  complaint  at  the  office  with 
Mr.  Spicer  in  relation  to  being  prevented  from  voting  at  the 
eighteenth  ward  ;  I  was  present  at  the  time  and  Mr.  Spicer 
ordered  me  to  take  a  hack  and  go  up  there  and  see  that  or- 
der was  restored;  on  going  out  oT  the  door,  I  met  Mr.  Coneill, 
the  clerk  of  the  second  Branch.  After  hearing  the  complaint 
of  Mr.  Hambleton,  I  met  Mr.  Coneill,  who  had  just  came 
from  the  18th  ward  polls,  and  he  told  m.e — 

Mr.  Freaner — Just  state  what  came  under  your  own  obser- 
vation. 

Witness — I  don't  know  that  I  can  get  at  my  statement  well 
if  I  am  confined  to  that  ;  alter  I  had  made  the  inquiry,  I 
thought  the  complaint  was  entirely  unfounded,  and  did  not 
go  immediately. 

Jfr.  Freaner — -Just  state  what  you  saw. 

Witness — If  I  am  only  to  tell  you  what  I  saw  at  the  polls, 
I  cannot  say  I  saw  anything,  because  I  had  no  opportunit}', 
owing  to  the  fact  of  my  being  in  the  office  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hagner — What  polls  were  you  at  first  and  at  what 
hour  ? 

A.  The  tenth  ward  polls 'were  the  first  I  was  at.  Tliat 
was  immediately  alter  the  fifing.  I  was  engaged  in  the  Mar- 
shal's office  at  that  time,  and  when  I  heard  the  reports  otthc 
pistols,  1  ran  out  as  fast  as  I  could,  but  Avhen  I  got  to  the 
polls,  the   difficulty   was  over.     I  saw  parties  going  in  dif- 


fcrcnt  divcclions.  On  my -^ay,  I  met  llie  olTicers  coming 
(lowii  with  somo  ])ris<)iicr8  in  cliuigc.  I  only  icmiiincd  a  few 
minutes  at  tlic  pnlls,  and  rclurncd  to  tlie  Station  House  again, 
and  went  liclnw  with  llic  ]nisoners.  I  iiicked  np  a  revolver 
"which  Mr.  Fisher  dro])]icd,  nnd  1  ordeied  liini  to  be  locked  np 
myself.  1  remained  in  the  Marshal's  Oflice,  and  when  com- 
jdiiints  came  in,  I  got  my  ordifVs  from  Mr.  tSj)iccr.  I  had 
charge  of  the  telegraph,  and  was  dispatching  the  orders  of 
the  Mayor  to  the  different  Station  Houses  wlien  any  distur- 
bance took  place.  1  went  to  the  eighteenth  ward  ])olls  and 
voted,  hut  1  staid  there  hut  a  few  minutes.  1  went  uj)  in  a 
liack,  because  my  business  was  at  the  Marshal's  office,  wliere 
it  was  my  duty  to  he.  I  was  in  the  Mayor's  office  when  Mr. 
Martin  came  in  and  lodged  his  complaint,  and  it  was  myself 
that  Mr.  Spicer  sent  over. 

3Ir.  ILigner — Just  state  what  took  place  between  Mr.  Mar- 
tin and  Mr.  Spicer  in  the  Mayor's  office? 

Witness — Well,  Mr,  Martin  came  in,  and  I  don't  think 
]Mr.  Spicer  knew  him.  He  came  in  and  asked  this  question — 
*'Mr.  Mayor  what  is  the  law  for  to-day?"  and  Mr.  Spicer 
gave  him  an  answer.  He  remarked  that  he  had  been  struck 
by  Hinsley. 

3Ir.  JVciUis — What  ansvrer  did  Mr.  Spicer  give  to  Mr. 
Martin? 

A.  He  said, — ^'We  have  the  same  law  for  to-day  that  wo 
have  on  all  election  days." 

3Ir.  Uagner — Please  go  on  with  your  narrative. 

Witness — I  introduced  Mr.  Spicer  to  him,  and  he  then 
commenced  asking  questions  of  him.  A  conversation  took 
place  between  them,  and  Mr.  Spicer  requested  Mr.  Martin  to 
go  back  to  tlie  polls,  and  he  Avould  send  a  police  force  over, 
and  see  that  he  was  protected.  I  went  over  to  the  polls,  but 
saw  tliat  the  difficulty  was  over,  and  that  there  Avas  nothing 
tlierc.  The  Mayor  insisted  upon  his  going  back,  but  he 
would  not  go.  He  said  that  if  he  did  go  hack  again,  and  a 
difficulty  occurred  between  him  and  Hinsley,  that  he  would 
kill  Hinsley. 

Mr.  Ilagner — What  was  his  condition? 

A.  I  thought  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

Q.  Anything  else  as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  le- 
gality of  this  election? 

Witness — That  is  a  question  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer. 
I  have  been  in  political  life  now  for  a  good  many  years,  and 
I  would  consider  tliat  it  was  as  fair  an  election  as  we  have 
had  iu  Baltimore  for  some  time. 
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Mr.  Freaner — As  peaceable  and  quiet? 

A.  "We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  disturhancc  at  previous 
elections,  and  Ave  have  had  more  than  wo  had  on  that  ccca- 
giou. 

By  3Ir.  Wallis — Q.  How  long  were  yen  at  the  tenth  ward 
polls?  ^    » 

A.  I  was  there  a  few  minutes,  hut  I  was  there  two  or  three 
times  during  tlie  day. 

Q.  When  you  arrived  at  the  polls,  did  you  make  any  ex- 
amination for  weapons? 

A.  I  did  not.  The  only  weapon  I  saw  was  one  that  I 
picked  up  that  fell  from  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Fisher. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  rifles  being  taken  out  of  Erasmus  Levy's 
house  during  the  morning  of  election  ? 

A.  I  heard  that  there  we]-e  arms  produced  upon  both  sides, 
and  I  heard  that  tliere  were  guns  on  the  street,  but  I  did  not 
hear  it  as  if  they  came  from  Levy's  house. 

Q.  When  you  heard  it,  did  you  go  to  Levy's  house? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  you  did  not  know,  before  the  election 
took  place,  that  there  were  arms  and  rifles  in  LcA^y's  house. 

A.  I  did  not  know  anything  at  all  about  it. 

Q.  At  what  time  of  tlie  day  did  you  first  hear  that  arms 
and  muskets  were  there  ? 

A.  1  don't  want  you  to  understand  me  as  saying  that  there 
were  rifles  or  muskets,  or  anything  of  the  kind  there.  I  did 
not  hear  that  such  were  there. 

Q.  You  came  into  Holliday  street,  from  the  direction  of 
the  Mayor's  Office? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  was,  at  the  time  the  difficulty  occurred  in 
the  marshal's  office — I  was  coming  from  the  North  at  the 
time.  I  went  up  as  far  as  Fayette  street,  to  where  tlie  polls 
were  held — just  between  Fayette  and  Market  streets  ;  I  did 
not  go  farther  than  the  polls  ;  after  that,  I  went  back  to  the 
station  house,  and  for  this -reason  :  I  had  orders  from  Ma^'or 
Spicer  in  relation  to  that  day,  and  my  course  always  has  been 
to  carry  their  orders  out  rigidly  ;  I  have  never  sufi'ered  them 
to  give  me  an  order  twice,  without  having  it  carried  out ;  I 
went  there  for  that  purpose,  and  when  I  saw  the  business  in 
charge  of  the  officers,  that  caused  me  to  leave  the  vicinity  of 
the  polls  perhaps  earlier  than  I  would  have  done.  I  went 
from  the  polls  direct  down  to  the  station  house. 

Q.  Had  you  any  idea  or  information  the  clay  before  the 
election,  or  Avas  there  anj^thi'ng.  that  induced  you  to  believe 
that  there  was  going  to  be  a,  disturbance  at  the  tenth-ward 
polls  with  the  Regulators  ? 

A,  I  had  reasons  to  believe  that  we  were  going  to  have  a 
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goo:!  dcnl  of  difncuUy.  I  was  informed  that  tho  party  op- 
posite (tlio  Keforiners)  had  armed  themselves  for  tlie  purpose 
of  takiutj;  charge  of  tlio  })olls,  and  I  did  calcidato  that  we 
were  goiii;j;  to  have  a  good  deal  of  bloodshed,  and  I  armed 
myself  for  the  pnrj»oso  of  meeting  it  when  it  came. 

Q.  IIow  many  oliicers  had  you  at  the  polls,  in  expectation 
of  this  bloody  conllict  ? 

A.  There  were  ten  men  ordered  to  the  polls,  with  some 
thirty  or  forty  around  the  mayor's  office  as  a  reserve. 

Q.  Come  back  to  my  question,  if  you  please.  I  ask  you  if 
you  kncAv,  or  wlicther  you  had  not  received  intbrmation,  that 
there  were  hostile  preparations  making  at  Levy's  house? 

A.  Ko  uiore  than  at  other  places. 

Q.  AVith  a  view  to  violence  at  the  next  election  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q,  No  reason  to  believe  it? 

A.  I  knew  the  cliaractcr  of  the  people  going  about  his 
house. 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe,  or  did  you  receive  infor- 
mation that  led  you  to  believe,  that  there  was  going  to  be  vio- 
lence, and  that  Levy's  house  was  the  rendezvous  and  centre 
for  these  people  that  wei-c  to  be  tlie  actors? 

A.  Not  in  that  ward.  I  had  information  of  this  fact,  that 
if  the  demonstration  that  would  be  made  by  the  opposite 
party  should  take  place,  then  there  would  be  trouble.  As  re- 
gards information  for  preparations  for  anything,  I  had  none; 
none  came  to  my  ears,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  1  am  rather  un- 
fortunate in  that  respect. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  no  knowledge  that 
there  was  a  preparation  of  arms  lor  the  purj^ose  of  meeting 
the  trouble  ? 

A.  I  knew  the  character  of  the  parties  about  Levy's  house  ;  I 
knew  they  were  a  party  of  people  that,  when  attacked,  would 
defend  themselves  unto  the  bitter  end. 

J/r.  Wcdlis — You  never  heard  that  they  were  a  class  of 
peojilc  who  would  attack  others  ? 

Witness — When  you  speak  of  Levy's  house,  I  hardly  know 
how  I  will  answer  that  question  ;  it  is  a  house  that  is  called 
the  "  Tenth- Ward  House  ;"  I  cannot  tell  you  much  as  to  the 
order  of  that  house. 

J/r.  Wcdlis — I  understand  j^ou  to  say  that  you  know  the 
character  of  the  people  who  frequent  that  house  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Are  they  not  people  reputed  to  be  violent  and  disor- 
derly ? 

A.  Some  of  them  are ;  I  have  seen  parties  going  about  that 
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lionso  Tvliom  I  Iznovr  to  bo  cliRorilcrlr,  n^ticl  I  hare  also  seen 
parties  v.lio  pass  for  vciy  rcspcctaMc  men,  and  keep  good 
sociely  and  arc  of  good  standing  in  the  community. 

Q.  I  ask  you  wlictlier  yon  do  not  know  Levy's  house  to  bo 
in  general  a  rendezvous  of  people  of  disreputable,  violent 
and  bad  character  ? 

A.  1  have  seen  tliosc  cliaracters  go  about  there. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  house  is  frequented  in  general  by 
disorderly  persons,  and  persons  of  bad  habits? 

A.   I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  will  you  tell  the  committee  how  far  from  tliat 
house  the  tenth-ward  pulls  were  held  ? 

A.  Perhaps  it  was  next  door,  or  there  is  a  house  between 
them,  I  dont  know  exactly. 

Q.  State  whether  to  the  police  generally,  and  to  the  mayor, 
and  to  almost  everybody  in  the  community,  the  general  repu- 
tation of  that  house  is  not  known  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  about  the  mayor  and  the  police.  The 
general  lepulation  of  the  house  is,  that  it  is  a  house  of  the 
nature  of  which  you  speak.  In  rel'erence  to  the  mayor,  I 
never  heard  him  express  himself  on  the  matter  in  my  lite.  I 
am  only  speaking  for  myself. 

Q.  Can't  you  sec  Levy's  house  and  the  tenth-ward  polls 
from  the  front  window  of  the  mayor's  office  ? 

A.  I  presume  so. 

Q.  How  iar  off  do  you  take  it  to  be? — a  couple  of  hundred 
yards  ? 

AVitness — To  which  window  do  you  allude? 

3Ir.  Wallis — I  am  speaking  of  the  mayor's  office,  not  of  the 
city  hall. 

Witness — That  entire  building  is  called  the  mayor's  office. 

Mr.  Wallic — I  thought  it  was  called  the  city  hall.  Do  you 
think  it  is  a  hundred  yards  from  the  southern  window? 

AYitness — It  is  a  very  short  distance. 

Q.   Can  you  distinguish  faces  at  that  distance? 

A.  If  it  was  in  mid-day,  I  could  distinguish  faces.  In  re- 
ference to  that  house  I  want  you  to  understand  another  thing, 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  characters  that  assemble  at  that 
house,  you  migl;t  stand  at  the  Mayor's  Office  a  i^'eek,  and 
see  as  much  quiet  and  order  as  you  would,  at  any  gentle- 
man's house  about  town.  •'     ' 

3Ir.  Wallis — My  question  has  reference  to  the  day  of  elec- 
tion . 

Witness — Yes,  they  could  be  seen  on  that  day. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  that  vicinity  was  a  proper  place  in 
\Yluch  to  kold  the  tenth  wai'd  polk? 
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A.  I  coiilil  answer  that  in  tin's  way:  IlicarJ  tliattliop'^ils 
were  to  l»e  licM  there,  ami  sonic  one  conuoetC'd  wiili  the  elec- 
tion, proposc'l  ([  re:illy  don't  rcnionihjr  who  sjkjIcs  tj  mo 
about  it,  but  I  think  it  w. is  judge  Mai'tin  liiinscir) — 

Mr.   IVallis — My  question  is  wlietlier  you — 
Witness — 1  would  like  to  give  my  own  answer. 

Mr.  Wallis — I  ask  tlie  question  simply,  wlictlicr  you  think 
that  place,  the  vicinity  of  fjcvy's  house,  was  a  proper  jJacc  to 
hold  the  polls  for  the  tenth  ward? 

Witness — Not  if  you  conld  get  a  better  place. 

Mr.  Harjner — Go  on  with  the  statement  you  were  mnking. 

Witness — The  reasons  given  to  me  was^  that  the  polis  were 
held  there  because  they  could  not  get  no  other  place.  That 
was  the  answer  I  was  going  to  give.  I  leally  doiTt  remem- 
ber who  it  was  that  said  to  me  it  was  not  a  propor  place  if  a 
better  could  be  obtained. 

By  Mr.  WaUls — Q.  Did  you  direct  Captain  Brown  to  recall 
policeman  Baley  from  the  twelfth  ward  ixdU? 

A.  I  did,  and  I  would  like  to  give  my  reasons? 

Q.  W^hat  were  your  reasons? 

A.  Because  he  was  drunk  and  disorderly. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  information  of  his 
being  so? 

A.  I  suppose  I  received  three  or  four  different  messages. 

Q.  Who  sent  them  ? 

A.  One  came  from  the  judges  of  election. 

Q.  Which  judges? 

A.  That  I  cannot  tell  you,  it  came  to  me  from  the  juJgos 
of  election — which  one  it  was,  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.   From  whom  were  the  others? 

A.   From  a  number  of  parties  who  came  down  from  there. 

Mr.  Wallis — I  moan  as  regards  Baley  ? 

Witness — I  could  not  ])retend  to  keep  the  parties  names  in 
my  mind  who  were  bringing  these  complaints.  I  could  not 
have  wrote  them  down,  i)erhaps.  I  satisfied  myself  that  ho 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  there. 

Mr.  Uagner — Did  you  see  him? 

Witness — Not  on  that  day — I  did  not  h.ave  an  opportunity. 
M}""  orders  were  not  carried  out,  and  I  ordoied  him  to  Lo 
brought  to  the  Station  House,  there  to  be  ke]»t  u:ider  t]\e  eye 
of  tlie  Captain  that  day,  an  1  do  duty  at  the  Stalinn  House. 
I  would  like  to  go  a  little  bit  iarther.  My  attention  was 
afterwards  directed  to  some  events  wliich  caused  me  to  go  into 
a  further  investigation,  and  I  found  I  was  correct  as  to  Baley 
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— that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  not  conduct- 
ing himself  as  an  ouicer  ought  to  do. 

By  3Ir.   Wcdlis — Q.   Was  he  discharged  from  tlic  corps? 

A.  He  was  not  to  my  knowledge.  He  was  reported  since, 
by  my  orders,  as  it  always  has  been  my  course  to  report  every 
drunken  case. 

By  Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Was  he  discharged  before  tin's  testi- 
mony was  taken? — [alluding  to  the  printed  testimony.] 

A.  He  has  never  been  discharged  ;  I  reported  him  for 
drunkenness  to  my  superior  officer  ;  he  was  suspended,  I  be- 
lieve, 

Q.  When  Baley  was  thus  withdrawn  from  duty,  did  you 
direct  any  other  officer  to  be  put  in  his  place  ? 

A.  Of  course  I  sent  some  ;  Sergeant  Botlnvell  and  several 
other  officers  were  there  to  keep  things  peaceable  and  quiet. 

Q.  When  Baley  was  removed,  you  sent  those  up  ? 

A.  Of  course  I  sent  them  around;  I  was  sending  officers 
around  to  the  different  wards  during  the  day. 

Q,  Will  you  state  whether  you  belong  to  any  political 
club? 

A.  I  never  belonged  to  one  in  my  life  to  my  knowlerlge  ; 
when  I  was  connected  with  the  old  Democratic  party  I  be- 
longed to  a  club  sometimes  ;  I  belong  to  the  council  or  politi- 
cal meeting  of  the  eighteenth  ward,  but  as  to  belonging  to  a 
political  club  I  never  did  ;  I  always  have  thought  myself  a 
little  above  associations  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  meeting  of  the  eighteenth-ward 
American  council  immediately  prior  to  this  election? 

A.  I  think  I  did  ;  I  generally  attend  nearly  all  the  ward 
meetings  my  business  will  permit  me  to  get  at. 

Q.  You  think  you  attended  a  meeting  of  the  eighteenth- 
ward  council  immediately  before  the  election  ? 

A.  I  tliink  so.  ' 

Q.  Where  was  it  held  ? 

A.  I  think  in  a  room  in  Hollins  street,  near  Schroeder. 

Q.  Was  it  near  where  the  polls  were  held  ? 

A.  Perhaps  just  above. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  just  ahove?  . 

A.  The  room  just  over,  in  the  same  building,- 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  there  were  any 
arms  there  ? 

A.  There  was  not,  to  ray  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anytl'iihg-  of  any  arms  being  placed  there, 
or  of  any  arrangements  being  made  lor  arms  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  such  a'  thing  being  placed  there. 

Q,.  Answer  the  question  generally.     Did  you  know  of  any 
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preparation  with  arms  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  clubs  of  tho 
city  of  r>altiniore  ? 

A.  I  (lid  not.  I  did  hear  of  arms,  but  I  couhl  not  tell 
where  tliey  were  taken  to;  I  believe  they  came  from  aclub,but  if 
I  understand  the  term  club,  I  do  not  know  what  they  will  call 
themselves. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  you  have  any  knowledge,  or 
received  any  inlbrmation  upon  which  you  miglit  have  acted 
as  an  officer,  in  regard  to  any  armed  preparation  on  the  2ud 
of  November  election  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

By  3ft\  Hagner — Q.  You  spoke  about  both  mayors  giving 
you  orders  ;  wliat  were  these  orders  ? 

A.  The  orders  were  that  ten  or  eleven  men  should  be  at 
each  ward,  but  some  wards  had  more  than  others.  The  or- 
ders of  tlie  mayors  to  me,  in  company  with  the  marshal,  were 
that  everything  was  to  be  done  that  day  in  order  to  keep 
peace  and  quiet  throughout  the  city.  The  marshal  had  the 
arrangement  of  the  police,  and  of  course  I  obeyed  his  orders. 
The  orders  were  given  by  Mayor  Si)icer,  to  the  effect  that  the 
police  department  were  to  use  all  their  energy  in  order  to 
keep  [)eace  and  quiet,  and  the  police  force  were  distributed 
throughout  the  city  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  out  their  orders  in  good  faith? 

A.  So  faf  as  I  was  able,  in  every  case. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  mayor's  office  being  near,  or  in  sight 
of  the  tentli-ward  polls  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  there  was  a  squad  of  officers  kept  there. 

Q.  It  was  near  a  squad  of  police? 

A.  Of  course  ;  I  had  some  thirty  or  forty  men  within  a 
square  of  the  polls. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  belonged  to  a  club  when  you  were 
a  Democrat  ;  what  was  the  name  of  it? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  had  any  particular  name. 

Q.  Were  they  political  clubs? 

A.  They  Avere. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  club  by  the  name  of  the  Calithum- 
jDiuns  ? 

A.  They  belonged  to  the  old  Democratic  party. 

il/r.  Widlis — Do  they  belong  to  that  party  now? 
A.   What  remains  of  them  call  themselves  so,  I  think  ;  but 
a  large  number  of  these  parties  are  away  now — all  scattered. 
Mr.  Ilagner — Is  that  an  orderly  club  ? 
A.  Quito  the  reverse. 
By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  You  have  stated  that  the  orders  of  the 


niayo''  to  the  p^llco  forco  wor?  to  U30  all  tlialr  ciiGrgy  in  order 
to  preserve  peace  and  quiet  at  the  [)olls  ? 

A.   That  was  their  orders. 

Q.  Do  I  iHidL'rstand  you  to  say,  that,  to  the  Lest  of  your 
belief  and  judguient,  tlie  election  was  as  jieaceahle  and  quiet 
as  all  tlie  ciieri:y  and  pc  Avcr  of  the  police  I'orcc  would  have 
enabled  them  to  make  it  ? 

A.  I  don't  say  so,  and  for  this  reason,  th.at  the  police  force 
liave  one  duty  to  perform^  and  there  are  other  officials  who 
have  another. 

3Ir.  Wallis — My  question  is  as  to  the  police. 

Witness — Our  duty  only  is  to  arrest,  b  i^  it  is  n")  U'13tti- 
mon  thing  to  arrest  a  man,  five  or  six  tiui23  for  a  similar 
offence. 

Mr.  Wallis — I  ask  whether  yon  mean  to  say  that  the  elec- 
tion was  as  peaceable  and  quiet  as  tii?  police  ibrce,  by  the 
iise  of  all  tlieir  power  and  energy,  and  clothed  Avith  the  au- 
thority they  have,  could  make  it? 

Witness — I  could  not  say  that  it  was,  because  I  cannot 
answer  that  every  police  officer  in  Biltimjre  did  his  duty  on. 
that  day. 

Col.   Will.  Chcsnut,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Q.  Please  state  your  Vi^Q,  occupation  and 
residence,  and  what  you  know  regarding  the  election  held  on 
the  2nd  of  November  last  in  the  city  of  lialtimorc,  as  for  order 
or  the  reverse  ? 

Witness — I  am  aged  53,  and  am  a  grocer.  I  was  at  the 
fourtli  ward  polls  probably  two  or  three  times  during  the  clay, 
and  the  best  of  order  prevailed  on  all  occasions.  I  passed  by 
the  tenth  ward  polls,  and  everything  was  as  peaceable  as  ever 
I  saw  any  election  in  ray  lite. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  there? 

A.  Not  more  than  ten  or  fitteen  minutes — probably  I  might 
have  been  one  liour  at  som-e  of  the  otlier  ])oHs.  The  only  polls 
I  visited  were  the  fourth  and  tenth  wards,  and  some  others  I 
saw  in  passing  to  ray  business. 

Q.  How  would  the  last  election  in  Baltimore  comoarewith 
others  which  you  have  seen,  ibr  quietness  or  the,i'everse  ? 

A.  I  will  answer  that  in -this  way :  it  is  n)t  a  beginning, 
noi-  a  .sha  low  of  a  beginning-,  to  what  I  have  seen  twenty 
years  ago,  at  Avhicli  time  I.  have  seen  the  streets  running  with 
blood. 

Air.  Wallis — You  don't  regard  that  as  any  justification  for 
others  of  a  similar  character^  do  you? 

Witness — No,    but   I   was  asked  to   make  the   comparison 
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witli  other  elections  tliat  I  have  Reon,  as  I  liavc  hccn  an  okl 
])(iliticiiiii,  Mlthoiigh  I  lijive  niccUUod  vciy  litllc  with  jinlitics 
>viiliiii  the  last  four  or  five  years.  1  have  seen  the  mayor  of 
the  city  himselt"  knocked  down  tor  trying  to  preserve  order. 

y/r.  Gaiiltcr — ^Va.s  the  election  eonlested^ 

"Witness — We  wei'o  trying  to  contest  it  among  onisclvcs. 

Mr.  //(/r/?ier-— What  political  j'arty  did  you  belong  to. 

A\'ilness — The  whigs. 

J\fr.  Frcancr — AYhat  do  you  helong  to  now  ? 

Witness — Everything  excejit  Democracy. 

^Jr.  Ilagncv — When  the  Whigs  were  defeated,  Avas  tlicro 
any  conlest  of  the  election  at  the  Lcgislatiucy 

Witness — I  rather  think  it  was  in  Kennedy's  election  that 
an  atlemjit  was  made  to  contest. 

By  Mr.  Wollis — Q.  Will  you  state  at  what  hour  of  the  day 
V(~>u  Were  at  the  tenth  ward  })olls,  and  how  long  vou  remain- 
ed ? 

A.  Ir  was  ])robahlc  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  ;  I  was  told 
that  there  had  been  a  considerable  riot,  but  when  I  got  thero 
I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  ? 

A.  Not  more  than  ten  or  lilteen  minutes — I  did  not  go  far- 
ther tlian  the  corner  of  Baltimore  and  HoUiday  streets. 

Dr.  Ilchins,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hamer — Q.  Please  state  vour  occupation,  residence 
&c? 

A.  I  am  a  physician,  and  live  at  the  corner  of  Lombardand 
Hanover  sticels,  in  the  thirteenth  ward;  1  was  at  th.e  election 
on  the  2nd  of  Kovember  last,  .and  as  I  took  a  little  more  in- 
terest in  th.e  last  election  than  I  usually  do,  I  was  there  al- 
most the  whole  day  ;  there  was  nothing  very  remarkable  oc- 
curred in  the  thirtecntli  ward.  I  went  up  thereabout  ten, 
and  was  there  most  of  the  day,  with  the  exception,  ])robably, 
of  two  or  tlsree  prolessional  visits  which  I  made  duiing  the 
day,  amounting  to  maybe  an  hour  or  twos  intermission  up  to 
six  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any  unusual  pushing  or  crowding  dur- 
ing tic  day  ? 

A.  I  don't  believe  that  there  was  a  single  voter  who  was 
prevented  from  voting  in  that  ward  at  the  last  election  day, 
who  desired  and  was  entitled  ;  T  saw  some  turned  oil'  from 
want  of  jnipers,  or  something  of  that  kind,  who  w^ere  not  en- 
titled to  vote,  but  I  don't  think  there  was  a  legal  voter  turn- 
ed away  from  the  polls  on  that  day. 
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Q.  You  saw  no  intimidation  ? 

A.  Not  speaking  generally.  I  saw  one  little  disturhance, 
but  it  was  not  a  fight.  It  was  at  tlie  time  when  Dr.  Robin- 
son, who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Eetbrm  committee  of  the 
ward,  left  the  polls  that  this  little  brush  occurred  ;  it  amount- 
ed to  no  violence  ;  I  had  the  opportunity  of  looking  from  a 
second  story  window  near  the  polls,  where  I  could  look  down 
upon  the  crowd  ;  there  were  a  few  parties  came  around  the 
corner  of  German  street  that  had  been  drinking,  and  made  a 
noise ;  they  came  around  with  a  little  rush  and  hurraed  onco 
or  twice,  upon  which,  Dr.  Robinson  called  his  committee  men 
together,  and  after  a  little  conversation,  I  saw  them  retire 
from  the  polls,  and  were  not  there  any  part  of  the  balance  of 
the  evening  ;  perhaps  Mr.  Brasliears  returned.  I  have  voted 
in  the  thirteenth  Avard  about  fifteen  years,  and,  witli  the  ex- 
ception of  the  council  election,  I  can  most  conscientiously  say 
that  I  never  saw  a  quieter  election  in  that  ward. 

By  3Ir.  Wallis — Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  struck  ? 

A.  I  did  not ;  if  Mr.  Bean  was  struck,  1  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  I  might  have  seen  some  tuined  away  from  tlie  polls  for 
attempting  to  vote  illegally,  but  I  don't  think  there  is  any 
persons  in  the  thirteenth  ward,  who  were  legal  voters,  that 
would  say  so.  There  are  ten  names  down  from  the  ward,  but 
I  really  think  these  ten  men  could  not  be  found  that  were 
driven  away  from  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  threatening  or  intimidating 
voters  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  were  at  the  polls,  -where  did  you  stand  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  day  ? 

A.  Part  of  the  time,  I  stood  on  the  curb-stone  in  front  of 
the  window.  Mr.  Brashears  had  the  Reform  tickets  on  that 
day,  and  I  held  the  tickets  for  the  American  party.  ^Ye  both 
went  there  as  friends  to  promote  order,  and  I  intending  to 
assist  the  Reformers  in  keeping  order  so  far  as  it  was  in  my 
power,  for  I  had  no  disposition  to  see  anything  else. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  the  2:)olls  in  possession  of  a  body  of 
violent  men  at  the  window  at  any  time  during  the  day  ? 

Witness — I  don't  know  what  you  would  call  ini^ossession^ 

3Ir.  Wallis — I  don't  think  my  idea  could  be  more  clearly 
expressed  than  by  the  language!  used. 

Witness — If  such  a  thing  occurred,  I  did  not  sec  it.  It 
was  at  no  time  at  the  window. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  any  rallying  cries  of  the  ' 'Little  Fel- 
lows." / 
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A.  1^0  sir.  rcrliaps  that  -was  tlic  crowd  tliat  came  cidwn 
Gennan  street.  There  were  a  lew  dninhcii  parlies  that  caino 
aroiind  tlie  corner  juul  iiiiule  a  noise,  but  no  arrests  were  made 
that  I  f^au-.  It  wa.s  ralhcr  more  a  uoisy  than  a  )iii;htin<'- 
crowd. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  Dr.  Williams  heatcu  ? 

A.   I  heard  of  it,  but  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  sec  Mr.  Bean  struck? 

A.  I  did  not. 

3Ir.  Ilarnvr — Did  you  sec  Dr.  Chas.  II.  Moore  there? 
A.   I  do  not  know  him. 


Mr.  Frc.aner — Are  there  any  jiclitical  clubs  in  that  ward? 
A.  I  don't  think  tliere  are.     It  is  a  very  quiet  ward. 

James  iLoheiison,  sworn. 

By  I'lr.  Harjncr — Q.  What  is  your  occupation? 

A.  I  am  engaged  in  the  sale  oVdry  goods  close  by  the  thir- 
teenth ward  ])olls,  and  tliat  is  where  I  voted. 

Q.  State  what  time  you  Avere  there  ? 

A.  I  went  to  the  polls  about  hall-past  eleven,  and  voted 
and  went  immediately  away.  There  was  no  disturbance  while 
I  was  there.  My  place  of  business  is  about  150  or  200  vards 
from  the  polls,  but  not  in  the  same  street.  The  polls 'were 
held  at  tlie  corner  of  Sharp  and  Germanj  A  man  that  lived 
in  the  same  house  Avith  nic  was  a  member  of  the  Relbrm  com- 
mittee, and  he  came  and  told  me  that  they  had  all  left.  As 
soon  as  the  Ficrorni  Committee  left,  which  was  about  tAvelve 
or  hali-past  twelve,  I  again  went  to  the  polls,  but  remained 
a  very  few  minu'es.,  and  again  returned  about  lialf-past  one. 
The  first  time  I  v,-as  there,  the  Eeform  Committee  had  not 
left. 

(,',.   You  saw  no  disorder  or  intimidation  to  voters  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  Th.ere  might  have  been  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
order din-ing  the  day  whilst  I  was  not  there,  but  I  saw  none 
of  it.     liefurmers  or  anybody  could  have  voted  there. 

Q.  Did  any  other  persons  have  more  difficulty  in  votin«" 
than  you  experienced? 

A.  I  supi:ose  not.  The  thirteenth  ward  is  a  very  quiet 
ward,  and  so  far  as  my  observation  extended,  1  think  it  kept 
up  its  reputation,  and  I  don't  think  there  is  a  gentleman  in 
the  ward  who  will  say  anything  to  the  contrary. 

By  J^fr.  IVoIlis — Q.  What  time  do  you  say  you  were  first 
there  ? 

A.   Hal i-]^;ast  eleven,  and  I  remained  about  five  minutes. 
Q.  Your  second  visit  ? 

A.  About  huli-past  twelve;  about  the  time  the  vigilance 
11 
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comTnittcc  left  inc  vrard;  for  somo  of  them  left  tlio  Trards  ia 
\lic  different  parls  of  llie  city  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  iIo^v  long-  did  yon  remain  ? 

A.   About  five  minv.tes. 

0.    What  time  ^vas  your  tliird  visit? 

A.   About  luilf-jiast  one. 

Q.   How  Ion;:;'  did  you  stay  ? 

A.  A  very  lew  minutes  ;  I  think  half  an  hour  would  cover 
Viie  entire  time  I  spent  at  the  polls  during  the  day. 

Mr.  Hacjncr — Did  you  see  any  unusual  disturbance  or  crowd- 
\\\^  whilst  you  visited  the  polls  at  these  different  times? 

A.  I  can' say,  during  the  time  I  was  there,  I  did  not  seo 
the  slightest  ol)struction  or  disturbance. 

Mr.  WalUs—l  understand  you  to  say  that  there  might  havo 
been  a  gooil  deal  of  disturbance,  although  you  might  not 
have  seen  it  ? 

Witnes') — I  will  go  this  far  :  if  there  had  been  much  disor- 
der there^  I  should  l)avo  heard  something  about  it. 

Mr.  Morrfcm — AVlien  this  pai-ty  told  you  that  the  Reformers 
left  th.e  polls,  did  he  assign  any  reason  for  their  so  doing? 

Witness-— I  think  they  "were  very  nice  gentlemen,  but  they 
were  U)isled  in  leaving  at  tliat  time. 

J/r.  Frccmcr — Do  you  think  they  were  misled  in  leaving 
the  tenth  ward  polls? 
Witness — Oh,  no!  I  spoke  of  the  move. 
Q.  To  Avhat  party  do  you  belong? 
A.  I  am  tiie  best  Whig  you  ever  saw  on  earth. 

P.  Wilson,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Uar'ner — Witness.  I  am  aged  64,  and  live  in  the 
fifteen  til  ward,  No.  188  Hanover  street,  and  have  resided  there 
for  the  last  eleven  years,  and  been  a  voter  in  the  city  of'  Bal- 
timore for  some  twenty-six  years  ;  I  was  at  the  election  on 
the  2d  of  lsoveml>er  last ;  -I  reached  the  polls  somewhere  about 
twenty  minutes  before  nine,  and  I  remained  there  from  that 
time  until  twelve  o'clock  at  niglit ;  I  was  one  of  the  judges 
of  election  at  the  fifteenth  ward  ;  we  had  a  most  deplorable 
state  of  things  in  tl^e  morning  bcLore  the  polls  \vere  opened  ; 
I  speak  in  reierence  to  the- death  of  Mr.  Kyle;  after  that 
passed  off,  I  have  never  seen  more  quietness  in  the  fifteenth 
ward  than  th.cre  was  on  that  day.  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  person  either  beat'eu  out,  hustled  out,  or  driven  out 
in  any  manner  whatever,  entitled  to  vote  there  ;  on  the_ con- 
trary,' the  question  was  frequently  asked  of  men  of  the 
opposite  jpai'tj,   "Aint  you  going  up  to  vote?"     They  said , 
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"No,  I  don't  care  anytliing  about  voti-ij."  There  was  a 
ca])tain  there  who  was  asked  if  ho  was  not  going  to  vote,  and 
he  said  "no,  I  don't  care  about  voting  now."  lie  said,  "I 
am  going  out  on  the  Ilill,"  but  wlicu  he  came  back,  ho  did 
come  uj)  and  vote. 

Q.  What  ticket  did  he  vc.o  ? 

A.  I  presume  lie  voted  tlic  Reform  ticket.  A  gcndcman 
of  the  Reform  jiart}''  came  up  and  adccd  for  a  ticket; 
the  ticket  was  handed  out  to  him,  and  lie  hii  1  it  down,  and 
struck  out  a  single  name,  and  when  he  attcm;)ted  to  do  that, 
some  person  said.  -  Don't  do  that,"  and  his  i-emark  wa-j,  "I 
am  a  free  man  ;  1  am  going  to  vote  my  own  scnTiMivnts,"  and 
voted  the  Reform  ticket  with  the  exception  of  a  single  name. 

Q.  What  io  your  occnpation  ? 

A.  I  am  a  regalia  maker. 

Q.  In  counting  these  tickets,  do  you  recollect  seeing  tho 
name  of  Mr.  Parnell  or  Mr.  Gaitlicr  printed  on  any  of  them? 

A.  I  do  not.  The  tickets  were  counted  by  the  other  judges. 
I  had  not  the  opportunity  of  examiiring  them  except  in  a  few 
instances  where  I  was  referred  to. 

Q.  How  would  this  election  com])are  witii  others  wliicli  you 
havf  seen  for  quietness  or  the  I'cvcrj^e? 

A.  I  have  been  a  voter  for  the  last  eleven  years  in  tliat 
word,  and  I  have  known  of  no  quieter  election  than  it  ww^, 
and  I  have  heard  the  same  opinion  from  every  one  who  wit- 
nessed it.  At  times  there  was  a  little  capori'ing  around 
the  Avindow,  but  I  did  not  see  a  fight  nor  a  blow  struvk  tho 
whole  day. 

Mr.  Morgan — If  any  disturbance  had  occurred,  woull  you 
have  seen  it  ? 

A.  It  might  have  occurred,  but  in  all  in.stanccs  wlicn  there 
is  a  disturbance  immediately  around  the  window,  it  cauM?s  a 
commotion  in  the  crowd,  and  the  judges  are  very  a])t  to  see 
or  hear  that  there  is  something  going  on  outside — T  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  disturbance  taken  place  after  the  dlstuibanco 
in  the  morning. 

Q.   At  what  hour  did  that  disfui'bance  take  place? 

A.  To  the  be^^t  of  my  knowledge,  I  think  it  vras  about  {If- 
teen  minutes  before  the  polls  opened. 

Mr.  Siocl'briJge — Were  you  in  any  other  p:^rt  of  the  build- 
ing beside  that  in  which  tlie  polls  were  held? 

A.  I  was  not,  saving  the  room  in  whicii  tlie  judges  were. 

Mr.  Ilagner — Do  you  belong  to  any  of  tlie  clubs? 

A.  I  do  not  ;  the  first  club  that  war;  raise  I  in  tlie  city  of 
Baltimore  was  called  the  Swan  Club.  I  met  Avith  them 
twice,  but  I  have  never  seen  them  from  that  day  to  this. 
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Edioard  L.  Thomas^  sworn. 

By  Mt\  Harjner — Wilnoss,  I  live  in  the  fiftccntli  ward, 
and  Wcas  at  the  election,  thoe  twice  during  tlie  day,  the  first 
time  about  hall-past  one,  and  the  second  time  about  hall-past 
four.  At  each  time  I  was  there  everything  was  quiet  about 
and  around  the  polls. 

Q.   Did  you  see  any  disturbance? 

A.  None  ;  There  was  very  few  parties  in  any  dirccLion 
around  the  polls. 

Q,  Were  you  at  any  of  the  other  polls? 

A.  I  was  at  every  other  ward,  with  the  exception  of  three, 
and  at  the  time  I  visited  them,  everything  was  quiet.  I  vis- 
ited tliese  wards  in  the  afternoon  between  three  and  six 
o'clock,  vvdtli  the  exception  of  the  tenth  ward  which  I  visited 
about  twelve.  The  three  wards  which  I  did  not  visit  were 
the  17th,  19th,  and  20th. 

Q.  From  what  you  saw  during  that  election,  liow  would  it 
compare  for  quiet  or  the  reverse  with  previous  elections? 

A.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  quiet  that  prevailed  on  that 
day  exceeded  that  of  any  election  I  have  ever  seen.  You 
could  not  see  better  order  in  chxurches  than  I  saw  at  the  polls 
on  that  day. 

By  Mr.  StocJchridge — Q.  AA^ere  the  polls  as  accessible  to  the 
members  of  one  party  as  the  other? 

A.  So  far  as  1  knew  they  were. 

Q.  And  as  sale? 

A.  So  far  as  I  knoAV,  all  the  parties  were  around  the  polls. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  tickets  of  both  the  parlies  at  all  the 
wards  you  visited  ? 

A.  Not  at  all  of  them.  In  some  places  I  could  not  find  a 
Keform  ticket  at  all. 

Mr.  Freaner — AVere  you  at  the  eight  ward  ? 

A.  I  was  not  at  the  polls,  I  passed  through  the  ward. 

Mr.  Hagner — Did  you  see  any  Reformers  there? 

A.  I  judge  they  were  all .  Eelormers  from  the  result  of  the 
election. 

By  Mr.  StocJchridc/e—Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  arms 
being  used  or  ex:hibited  at  any  of  the  polls? 

A.  I  saw  some  arms  exhibited' in-the  afternoon  in  (he  hands 
of  parties  from  the  17th  ward,  but  I  did  not  see  them  used. 

Q.  AA'ere  the  polls  of  that  wai'd  held  at  a  place  which  you 
consider  a  proper  place  ibr  a  liiir  election  ? 

A.  Yes;  they  have  been  lield  there  ibr  thirty  years,  v.'ith 
the  exception  of  the  last  three  Or  iuiir. 

Q.  Do  you  speak  of  thirty 'years  from  your  own  knovvledgc? 
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A,  I  speak  offiboiit  twenty  from  my  own  knowledo^o. 

Mt\  Fi'cancr — Did  you  at  any  time  belong  to  the  club 
called  t'lo  Pilack  Snakes? 

A.   I  b-loiin'cd  to  it  for  about  tliree  nijjbti. 

Q.   Why  did  you  leave  it? 

A.  Because  it  was  away  from  my  section  of  tbo  city.  I 
only  joined  it  to  see  wliat  it  was  like. 

S.  II.  Lccourt,  sworn. 

B\-  Mr.  Ilagner — Witness.  I  was  clerk  at  tbo  15th  ward 
rolls. 

Q.  How  far  were  the  usual  forms  of  elections  complied 
wit!i? 

A.  The  polls  were  opened  at  9  and  closed  at  C — in  all  re- 
spects the  same  as  formerly. 

Q.   Did  you  sec  any  disorder  at  tbe  polls  ? 

A.  None  at  all,  from  tbe  time  of  opening  to  tbo  timo  of 
closing. 

Q.  Was  tbere  any  barricade  ? 

A.  There  was  not. 

Q.  Could  you  see  wbat  took  place  about  the  window  ? 

A.  I  could,     I  was  only  about  three  feet  from  it. 

By  Mr.  Stoclcbridije — Q.  Do  you  know  if  tliere  were  any 
arms  in  the  ward — either  in  the  building  in  which  the  polls 
were  hcLl,  or  any  other  place? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  illegal  votes  were  received? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  much  acquaintance  with  the  voters  of  the 
wai'd  ? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  certain  common  names  occurred 
very  frequently  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  there  are  fifty  Joneses  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  i:ot. 

Col.  Houston,  sworn. 

Witness — I  was  return  judge  of  the  tenth  Avard,  and  was 
duly  .sw;)ni  in.  Wiien  I  arrrived  tbere,  Mr.  Hinsley  had  not 
come,  and  after  taking  my  ]daco,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mar- 
tin .s:iy.s,  '"T  am  appointed  judge  in  ]dace  of  Dakehart,  and 
I  have  brought  my  cleik."  I  told  him  that  wo  had  had  a 
meeting  ycsLorday,  and  had  appointed  our  clei'k.  Siiortly 
aft'r  t'lat  Mr.  Hinsley  came  in,  at  nine  o'clock,  and  was  sworn. 
After  the  polls  were  opened,  Mr.  Hinsley  told  Mr.  Martin 
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that  the  clerics  were  not  able  to  keep  up  ■u-itli  tfro  jurlges — tho 
Reform  tickets  Avere  cominp:  in  very  tiiick,  and  Mr.  ]\Iartin 
was  again  toUl  that  tlio  clerks  conld  not  ])iit  the  names  down 
fast  enongh.  Mr.  "MnYiin  said  lie  had  a  right  to  take  them. 
1  gave  the  upper  side  of  tlie  window  to  the  rieibrm  party  nnd 
told  my  party  men  to  take  the  other.  After  a  lit  lie  wliile, 
Mr.  j\[artin  said  to  Mr.  Hinsley,  "yon  did  not  ])iit  that  ticket 
in,"  (they  were  all  Reformers.)  and  charged  him  with  throw- 
ing it  on  the  floor.  I  asked  Mr.  Gill  to  say  wh.ether  tlicro 
was  any  ticket  on  the  floor — "No  sir,"  said  he,  "Hinsley  put 
them  all  in."  Mr.  Martin  replied  and  said,  "'Hinsley  did  not 
put  the  ballot  in,"  to  which  Mr.  Hinsley,  said,  "I  have  been 
abused  a  good  deal,  but  I  am  an  lionest  man,  and  I  can  pay 
my  debts."  Ke  said,  "I  doubt  your  honesty,"  and  Hinsley 
replied,  "if  you  doubt  my  lionesty,  you  arc  thoiii'st  man  that 
ever  did  so,"  and  with  that  Hinsley  struck  him  on  the 
mouth.  Immediately  after  that,  perhaps  ten  nr  frftccn 
minutes,  there  Avas  a  rush  made  at  the  ]iolls,  and  at  the  upper 
side  of  the  Avindow  tiiere  were  several  discharges  of  ])ist()l3. 
"Whilst  that  was  taking  place,  Mr.  Martin  rush.ed  to  the  Avin- 
doAV,  and  put  his  hand  into  his  breast  as  ifAvitli  the  intent  of 
taking  out  a  pistol.  I  then  put  my  head  out  at  tlie  Avind.ow, 
but  by  that  time  the  wliole  crowd  had  lan  up  Fayette  sli'cet. 
Tliat  was  the  last  I  saAv  of  the  Re'bi'm  party  at  the  window, 
M'r.  Martin  then  said  to  me,  "I  Avaut  1o  go  to  the  water 
closet,"  I  said  there  Avas  one  back  there,  (in  the  house.)  Ho 
said,  "I  want  to  go  to  Harnum's  Avater  cluset,"  and  Avith  that 
he  Avent  out,  and  tliat  Avas  the  last  1  saAv  of  him  until  some 
few  days  alter.  Our  })olls  Avere  free  and  open,  so  tliat  cxcvy 
body  could  come  up  and  vote.  I  invited  tlie  Dcmocrati  : 
judge  of  the  fifth  Avard,  (Captain  Lilly.)  to  cume  in,  and  he 
did  so. 

Q.  AYIiat  time  did  Mr.  Hinsley  arrive? 

A.  1  suppose  just  after  Ave  Avere  SAvorn  in. 

Mr  Ilar/ne}' — (reading  irom  Mr.  Martin's  printeJ  testi- 
mony)— "Mr.  Hinsley  ])r()c]aimed  hinisdr'  ch.ief  judge,  and 
paid  he  shoudd  be  tlie  <uily  one  to  take  tickets.  He  then  avouI  I 
take  all  tlie  Know-Xothi ng  tickets  oficjcd,  and  Avould  pay  no 
attention  to  the  others,  and  take  them  from  the  same  hand  as 
often  as  oifered." 

A.  He  maile  no  such  rem'ark;  I  took  the  tickets  Avhen  tlicy 
first  coinmencod  ;  I  sav»-  no  disc!-imin;Ui^n  in  the  manner  of 
taking  the  tickets  ii'om  the  different  parties,  until  tliis  firing 
took  ])lace,  I  don't  suppose  there  v.-ere  ten  KnoAv-Nothing 
tickets  taken.  .    - 

3Ir:  Frcancr — After  the  fi/ring  the  Know-Nothing  tickets 
came  in  \Qvy  fast  ? 
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Witness — Xo  sir. 

Mr.  TIiKjucr — (rendiiip;)— "I  saw  liim  to  the  host  of  my 
1c:u»\v1c;]l;c  a;ul  bLlict'  take  votes  more  tlia:i  once  from  llic 
same  j^erson. 

Wiiness — I  did  not  see  Hinsley  take  votes  moie  tliau  ouco 
from  tl'.e  same  pei-.sou,  ami  I  did  not  take  them  myself. 

Mr.  Ilar/ncr — (reatling)— "It  was  with  tlie  j:!;reatcst  difficulty 
tljat  a  voter  of  the  Ixei'orm  ticket  conld  reach  the  polls;  no 
forei.'^ner  was  allowed  to  vote,  unless  some  of  the  rowdies 
vouched  for  him.' 

Witness — When  a  loreigncr  came  up  and  sliowed  his  pa- 
per.-;, we  always  took  his  vote.  There  was  not  the  least  difil- 
cully  in  voting. 

Mr.  IliK/ncr — What  was  Mr.  Martin's  condition  that  day? 
A.   He  was  very  mucli  excited, 

-I.V.  Frcortcr — Wiis  he  drunk  or  sober  ?  That's  what  ];c 
means  to  ask  you. 

A.  I  am  nut  able  to  say  wh.cthcr  he  was  drunk  or  not  ;  ho 
l:a  I  been  very  anxious  to  be  aj)pointed  a  judge. 

Mr.  Gaithcr — When  Mr.  Hinsley  arrived  had  there  hcen 
any  tickets  t.-dcen  ? 

A.  lie  Avas  sworn  in  Lcfore  the  clock  struck  nine,  and  no 
tickets  were  takcii. 

Cy  3Ir.  Ilagncr — Q.  State  whether,  so  lar  as  you  know  tlic 
election  was  caaducted  fairly  ? 

;  A,  I  think  it  was  ;  Avlien  a  man  came  up  that  I  tliought 
was  not  entitled  to  liis  vote,  I  swore  him.  The  only  fuss  I 
saw  was  about  half-past  nine.  The  firing  commenced,  I 
heard,  upon  the  uppc:  side. 

Bv  Mr.  Ficaner — Q.  Do  vou  know  Erasmus  Levy  ? 

a'.  I  do. 

Q.   Did  you  sec  liim  there  tliat  day? 

A.  I  saw  liim  there  keeping  order,  and  lie  told  Mr.  Wallis 
that  he  should  not  be  hurt.  He  is  a  quiet  young  man.  I  don't 
suppose  lie  ever  diauk  a  drop  of  liquor  in  his  life. 

Mr.  Frcancr — (Reading  from  Mr,  Wallis'  testimony) — 
''The}'  were  marched  up  to  tlie  ])olls  in  charge  of  the  man  I 
have  reiiiu-red  to,  in  Indian  file,  where  they  voted  as  ranidly 
as  Mr.  Ilinslc}',  the  chief  judge,  could  take  their  tickets,"  &c. 

A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  there  was  any  man  voted  twice  in 
the  Avard,  and  1  don't  think  there  was  an  illegal  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  undertake  to  say  tliat  there  was  no  nuin  voted 
twice  in  tliat  ward  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  there  was,  if  they  were  voted,  I  did  not 
Bcc  tlicm. 
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Q.  Did  yon  sec  a  good  many  hard  cases  LroiTglit  up  and 
voted  ? 

A.  There  "U'erc  some  of  them  dressed  as  gentccly  as  other 
peojde. 

U.  AVerc  there  any  Avho  looked  as  if  tliey  had  hecn  kept  in 
a  coop  for  a  couple  of  days  ? 

A.  I  am  not  able  to  judge  of  how  people  look  when  tlicy 
come  out  of  coops,  but  1  don't  thinktlicy  did. 

Q..  Yon  say  that  the  election  was  conducted  peaceably  with 
one  exception  ? 

A.  About  half-past  nine. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  it  was  safe  for  persons  to  approach  the 
polls  after  that  time  ? 

A,  I  hardly  knew  when  the  firing  took  place,  when  Mr. 
Martin  was  at  the  window  I  pnt  ray  head  ont,  and  I  saw  Mr. 
Mott,  cashier  of  the  Farmers,  and  Merchants  Bank,  come  up 
and  vote.     After  that,  there  was  no  other  difficulty. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  a  commanding  view  of  Levy's  door 
on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  looked  ont  frequently.  I  saw  nobody  going  ont  nor 
in  more  than  I  would  if  it  had  not  been  a  drinking  house. 

By  3Ir.  StocJibridge — Q.  Were  yon  aware,  or  had  yon  re- 
ceived any  information,  or  supposed  that  there  was  a  coop,  or 
deposit  of  arms,  at  Erasmus  Levy's  house? 

A.  Ko,  sir,  and  I  don't  believe  there  was. 

Q.  Nor  in  that  vicinity? 

A.  Nor  in  that  vicinity. 

Q,  Did  you  think  that  that  was  a  fair  and  proper  place  for 
holding  the  election  ? 

A.  1  do.  It  has  been  held  there,  I  think,  for  years.  I 
have  voted  at  that  polls  frequently. 

T.  H.  Hiibhard  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Uagner — Witness.  I  live  in  the  tenth  ward.  I 
was  at  the  election  in  November  last.  I  arrived  at  the  polls 
perhaps  a  quarter  before  iiine,  and  remained  until  abont  half- 
past  ten.  I  voted  the  Eeforra  ticket,  and  had  no  difficulty  in 
voting. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  disturbance  at  the  polls  during  the 
day? 

A.  There  was  some  shooting  in  the  morning,  and  the  Be- 
formers  got  scared,  and  a  good  many  of  them  ran  away.  I 
ran  too,  but  afterwards  came  back  and  voted,  and  I  saw  a 
good  many  other  people  voting.  After  the  shooting,  1  saw 
no  obstruction  to  voting.        ;    - 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  by  the  name  of  Fisher  there? 

A.  I  did. 


Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  politics  arwP 

A.  I  think  he  is  Reform, 

Mr.  Freaner — How  do  you  know  ? 

A.  Because  his  name  was  down  upon  the  Reform  Com- 
mittee. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Avhether  he  voted  the  Reform  ticket? 

A.  I  do  not.     I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Mr.  Hagner — Did  you  see  him  with  arms  ? 

A.  They  say  he  had  arms. 

Q.   How  long  did  you  remain  at  the  polls  ? 

A,  After  I  left,  I  came  hack  about  twelve,  and  remained 
perhaps  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  return  after  that  ? 

A.  No,  I  did  not.     I  remained  there  till  about  one. 

Q.  While  you  were  there,  did  you  see  any  unusual  amount 
of  pushing  and  hustling  ? 

A.  ISTot  a  bit — no  more  hustling  than  I  have  seen  at  other 
places. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  observed,  was  this  election  conducted  as 
quietly  as  elections  usually  are  ? 

A,  Well,  I  have  paid  but  very  little  attention  to  elections, 
and  I  do  not  know  much  about  the  usual  way  in  which  they 
are  held. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  elections  there? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  were  they  conducted  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  pushing  and  fighting  before,  but  I  have 
never  been  at  the  polls  when  shooting  was  going  on. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  observation  went,  was  that  election  con- 
ducted fairly,  after  the  firing? 

A.  I  think  any  American  Reformer  could  have  voted  there. 

Mr.  Freaner — What  is  the  difference  between  an  Ameri- 
can Reformer  or  any  other  Reformer  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  naturalized  citizens  had  much  show  there, 
unless  they  were  vouched  for  by  some  responsible  man  in  the 
ward. 

Mr.  Hagner — You  say  it  was  very  quiet  after  the  firing  ; 
do  you  know  whether  that  would  have  kept  men  from  tTie 
polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  what  it  was  intended  for  ;  it  would  have 
kept  me  away  if  I  had  heard  of  it  coming  from  another  part 
of  the  ward,  and  been  told  of  it,  but  seeing  it,  it  would  not. 

Mr.  Freaner — You  say  there  was  a  chance  for  an  American 
Reformer  to  vote  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  But  there  was  a  poor  chance  for  naturalized  voters? 
12 


90 

A.  I  don't  know  whether  a  foreigner  uould  have  voted 
there  or  not ;  it  is  what  I  heard  ;  I  told  a  good  many  Reform 
men  that  the}^  were  a  set  of  cowards. 

Mr.  Haqner — What  was  your  occupation  in  Baltimore  an 
year  ago  ? 

A.  I  was  in  the  lottery  business — clerk  of  the  lottery  com- 
missioners, under  Stewart  and  Roberts,  both  Democrats. 

Q.  State  whether  the  Reform  movement  was  cordially  en- 
tered into  by  the  Democrats  in  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  won't  speak  for  others — I  myself  said  it  was  a  Whig 
trick. 

B.  Alexander,  SAVorn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness,  I  was  return  judge  of  the  six- 
teenth ward,  and  was  at  the  election  in  November  last  during 
the  whole  day. 

Q.  State  the  character  of  that  election,  for  order  or  other- 
wise ? 

A.  I  was  appointed  judge  of  election  for  that  ward  by 
Mayor  Swan  for  the  last  four  elections,  and  I  confess  freely 
and  openly,  that  I  never  witnessed  in  my  life  a  more  peace- 
able, quiet  election,  during  my  nineteen  years  as  a  voter  in 
and  about  the  city  of  Baltimore.  I  saw  no  one  driven  from 
the  polls,  nor  no  concerted  action  to  keep  persons  from  the 
polls  ;  the  Reformers,  when  they  could  have  voted,  would  not 
do  it ;  there  was  one  party  by  the  name  of  Wm.  Brown,  and 
many  others  that  I  never  knew  the  name  of,  but  knew  theii- 
faces,  that  I  invited  to  come  up  and  vote. 

By  Mr.  Firaner — Q,  Do  you  belong  to  any  club? 

A.  I  belong  to  the  American  party. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  see  of  the  election  ? 

A.  I  saw  the  whole  of  it ;  when  I  was  not  busy  taking  in 
votes  I  could  look  every  way. 

Q .  Was  there  much  of  a  crowd  around  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  any  crowd  particularly,  except 
when  the  polls  were  first  opened,  Avhich  was  caused  by  par- 
ties being  anxious  to  get  their  vote  in  ;  there  is  always  a  rush 
about  that  hour  ;  after  that,  any  one  might  have  voted. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  any  noise  of  any  kind  ?      , 

A.  Nothing  more  than  oi  persons  who  might  have  been 
drinking  ;  I  saw  no  violence  on  the  part  of  anybody. 

Mr.  Morgcm — Did  you  gee  a  man  by  the  name  of  Richard 
Watts  with  a  sword  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  did.  He  had  been  to  a  ball  the  night  previous,  and 
I  supposed  from  his  actions  he  had  been  drinking  ;  as  it  was 
time  for  the  polls  to  be  opened,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  as  a  return 
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judge,  to  have  liiiii  ciirried  nvfuy,  uiid  f  ordered  the  police 
oittcers  to  take  liiiii  away  Irom  the  ])()lls,  wliicli  tlicy  did  ;  J 
saw  no  more  of  liini  untiJ  about  tln-eo  or  four  iu  the  afternoon; 
he  went  lu»me  aud  liad  u  sleep  and  came  back  (juitc  a  sober 
man,  and  conducted  himself  very  orderly  indeed. 

Q.  Are  there  anj-  clubs  in  tliat  ward  ? 

A.  Tiiere  are  two  clubs — the  Thunderbolts  and  Gladiators. 

Q.  Were  any  of  them  present  at  tlio  polls  on  that  day  ?, — 
do  you  know  them  ? 

A.  I  don't  recognise  anything  of  that  kind;  i  am  ac(juaiut- 
ed  with  some  who  call  themselves  such  names. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

A.  I  did,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  members  of 
clubs  or  not. 

Mr.  Hagticr — How  were  they  behaving  themselves  ? 

A.  I  saw  nothing  ungentlemanly,  excei)t  in  this  man 
Watts  J  whom  I  ordered  to  be  taken  away. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  sympathise  with  the  Reform  move- 
ment ? 

A.  Some  jtarts  i  do,  and  some  parts  I  do  not. 

John  N.  Wright,  sworn. 

By  3Ir.  Hagner — Witness.  1  was  one  of  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion at  the  sixteenth-ward  polls  in  November  last ;  the  polls 
were  opened  and  closed  at  the  usual  hour,  and  I  regard  it  as 
the  most  peaceable  election,  save  one,  that  I  ever  saw  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  in  that  ward.  The  voting  commenced  in 
the  regular  way,  with  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  shoving, 
and  the  only  shoving  that  I  saw  was  brought  about  by  the 
anxiety  of  voters  to  deposit  their  ballots.  About  a  quarter 
past  ten  the  Reform  judge  left,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  he 
had  been  instructed  to  do  so  ;  when  he  left,  the  clerk  was 
also  ordered  to  leave  by  the  same  party  ;  he  w^as  in  the  act  of 
taking  his  book  with  him,  when  we  requested  him  to  leave  it 
behind,  which  he  did  ;  I  saw  no  occasion  for  their  leaving  ; 
the  room  was  partitioned  oiF,  and  the  judge  was  called  into 
the  passage  way,  and  wdien  he  came  back  he  said  he  was  in- 
structed to  leave  us,  but  he  did  not  say  who  called  him  out ; 
I  saw  no  more  pushing  and  shoving  than  I  have  seen  at  other 
elections,  and  not  so  much  as  at  a  good  many  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  arms  there  ? 

A.  After  the  Reform  judge  left,  lie  retui-ued  in  the  afttsr- 
noon  and  exhibited  a  revolver,  the  only  fire-arm  that  I  saw 
around  the  poll  that  day. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  he  was  going  to  do  with  it? 

A.  He  flourished  it  in  his  hand,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
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put  it  into  his  pocket ;  I  looked  upon  him  as  "being  something 
under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor. 

By  Mr.  Stoclcbridge — Q.  What  office  do  you  hold? 
A.  I  am  reading  clerk  of  the  first  hranch  of  the  citj  coun- 
cil ;  I  was  made  judge  of  election  at  the  prior  election. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  political  meeting  prior  to  the  last 
election  f 

A.  I  went  to  our  usual  council  meeting,  of  which  I  am 
secretary,  and  have  for  sometime. 

Q.  "What  was  your  occupation  prior  to  being  appointed 
reading  clerk  ? 

A.  I  am  a  painter  by  trade  ;  my  employer  is  a  Democrat 
and  a  very  generous  gentleman. 

Mr.  Hagner — Are  you  aware  that  your  appointment  has 
influenced  your  opinion  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  I  give  my  testimony  without  regard  to  office, 
or  anything  else. 

C.  W.  Jamieson,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  I  reside  in  the  twelfth  ward  ;  I 
went  to  the  polls  on  2d  November  last,  about  twelve  o'clock, 
and  remained  a  short  time ;  I  was  at  three  or  four  other 
wards ;  I  was  at  the  10th,  3d,  4th,  18th,  19th  and  11th  ;  I 
was  at  the  tenth-ward  polls  about  ten  o'clock,  and  everything 
was  quiet  when  I  was  there  ;  I  remained  there  perhaps  half 
an  hour,  and  then  I  went  up  town  to  the  12th  ward,  and 
voted  ;  I  then  went  to  the  11th  ward  ;  the  boys  were  a  little 
noisy,  but  everything  seemed  to  be  free  ;  I  then  went  to  the 
3d  and  4th  wards  ;  after  standing  a  short  time  at  both  of 
these  wards,  I  went  to  the  18th  and  19th  ;  1  saw  no  difficulty 
at  either  of  these  wards  which  I  visited  in  the  forenoon  ;  the 
3d,  4th,  18th  and  19th  I  visited  in  the  afternoon  ;  I  saw  no 
obstruction  to  any  voter ;  there  was  a  large  gathering  a-t  the 
third  wardj  and  it  was  some  difficult  to  get  to  the  polls,  but 
by  a  little  perseverance  it  could  be  done  ;  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation went,  I  think  the  election  was  very  quiet  in  the  wards 
which  I  visited. 

Mr.  Morgan — Did  you  see  any  flourishing  of  awls  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Freaner — Do  you  belong  to  any  of  the  clubs  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Mr.  StocMtridge — What  office  do  you  hold  ? 

A.  I  am  clerk  in  the  Record  office. 
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Edward  Speddcn,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  1  was  at  the  election  in  the  six- 
teenth ward  on  the  2d  of  November  last ;  I  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Baltimore  for  about  59  years  ;  I  reached  the  polls 
about  half-past  eight,  and  remained  off  and  on  until  the 
close,  and  the  election  was  as  quiet  as  many  elections  that  I 
have  seen  before,  and  ([uieter  than  some  of  them  ;  I  saw  no 
intimidation  ;  only,  before  the  polls  were  opened,  Mr.  Woodal 
had  a  pistol  there,  and  was  taken  off  to  the  station  house  ;  it 
was  very  quiet  after  that. 

Q,  How  would  this  election  compare  with  others  which  you 
have  seen  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  quieter  sometimes,  but  it  was  as  quiet  as 
elections  are  generally  ;  it  was  very  quiet  in  the  saorning  ; 
Watts  came  there  and  had  a  liitle  fuss,  which  was  before  the 
polls  were  opened, 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  an  election  in  wdiich  there  has  not 
been  some  trouble  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  more  trouble  than  there  was  at 
the  last  election  ;  I  have  been  cut  with  a  knife  myself  before 
at  the  same  polls  ;  I  held  the  Eeform  tickets  about  one 
o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Stockbridge — Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  prevent- 
ed from  voting  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  some  were  objected  to,  as  not  being  entitled  to 
a  vote  ;  I  took  one  or  two  up  myself  that  were  entitled  to 
vote. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  American  tickets  thrust  into  the  hands 
of  any  j)erson  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  Although  I  voted  the  American  ticket,  I 
gave  out  Eeform  tickets  ;  I  gave  one  of  them  to  old  Mr. 
Lamb. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  city  council  ? 

A.  I  was  elected  at  the  October  election. 

Q.  Was  the  October  election  more  quiet? 

A.  No,  sir,  excepting  this  sword  business. 

Jacob  Waltemeyer,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — Witness.  1  live  in  the  eighteenth  ward, 
and  have  been  a  voter  for  nineteen  years  ;  I  was  at  the  elec- 
tion held  on  the  second  of  November  last ;  I  reached  the  polls 
about  nine,  and  remained  there  until  about  eleven  ;  after 
which  I  went  to  my  dinner,  and  returned  a  little  after  one, 
and  remained  till  the  polls  closed ;  I  saw  one  spree  in  the  morn- 
ing between  two  men,  and  I  jumped  in  and  stopped  it ;  Mr. 
Drakely  was  using  a  cane  there,  and  a  gentleman  named  Mr. 
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Smith  was  drawiug  a  pistol,  and  I  caught  him  by  the  .shoul- 
der, and  told  him  not  to  do  so  ;  I  ordered  the  police  officers 
to  take  both  these  parties  away,  which  was  done  ;  there  was 
another  man  that  keeps  an  apothecary  in  Baltimore  street 
who  came  up,  and  I  saw  him  commence  striking  with  an  iron 
pestle,  and  he  got  beat.  The  eighteenth  ward  is  a  very  large 
one,  and  it  has  always  been  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  get  our 
vote  in  there. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  crowding? 

A.  No,  sir,  there  was  not,  and  during  some  parts  of  the 
day  there  was  not  so  much. 

Q.  How  would  the  election  compare  wdtli  others  which  you 
have  seen  for  quietness  or  the  reverse  ? 

A.  Ihaye  seen  it  a  great  deal  worse. 

Q.  Under  the  circumstances,  that  was  a  fair  election  ? 

A.  I  think  so.  We  did  not  poll  anything  like  the  vote  we 
always  have  ;  we  did  not  poll  1400,  and  we  never  polled  be- 
fore scarcely  under  2500. 

Mr.  Gaitlier — Were  you  in  the  room  Avhen  the  returns  were 
signed  ? 

A.  I  was  ;  and  Mr.  Brotherton,  the  Democratic  judge  (and 

he  has  always  been  so,  and  was  never  anything  else)  said 
that  it  was  the  fairest  election  he  liad  ever  seen  in  that  w^ard. 

Mr.  Stockbridge — What  OjSice  do  you  hold  ? 

A.  I  am  clerk  of  the  Lexington  market. 

Q .  Did  you  see  any  arms  drawn  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  only  those  of  Mr.  Smith's,  and  I  cannot  say 
certainly  whether  he  pulled  the  pistol  out  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Ephraim  Larrabee  prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Thomas  Hambleton  prevented  from  voting? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  the  apothecary  commenced  striking  be- 
fore he  was  assaulted  ? 

A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  stuck  with  awls  ? 

A.  I  did  ;  I  was  stuck  myself  with  them. 

Q.  Was  that  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  It  was.  ,     .     .' 

Mr.  Morgan — You  say  it  was  a  quiet  election;  is  that  the 
way  all  elections  are  conducted  in  Baltimore  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  a  great  deal  worse,  but  I  don't  think  I 
ever  saw  any  awls  used  before  the  last  election. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  arniM  over  the 
place  in  w^hich  the  polls  were  ? 
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A.  1  don't  think  there  were,  1  heard  the  report  ot'oue  oi 
two  pistols,  but  I  Avas  in  the  backyard  at  the  time.  ''J^ho  polls 
were  about  as  free  as  they  generally  arc. 

Q.   Was  there  a  barricade? 

A.  We  have  always  had  a  barricade  at  the  eighteenth 
Avard. 

Q.  Was  any  [)er.soii  alh)\vod  to  liold  rolbrni  tickets  at  the 
eighteenth  Avard  ? 

A.  Felix  McCurley  Avas  there  distributing  lielbrni  tickets. 

Mr.  freaner — Q.  Are  there  any  clubs  in  that  Avard  ? 

A.  I  think  there  are  three — the  Ranters,  Little  Fellows 
and  Monument  clubs. 

Q.  Were  the  polls  held  in  Ranter  Hall? 

A.  I  do  not  belong  to  any  clul)  ;  I  was  always  opposed  to 
clubs. 

Q.  What  kind  of  men  belong  to  these  clubs  ? 

A.  Like  all  other  political  parties. 

Mr.  Stockhridge — Q.  Did  you  see  any  riotous  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  ward  ? 

A.  It  appears  to  me  that  I  did  see  some  of  that  kind  there. 

Mr.  Gaitlier — Is  there  much  difference  betAA'cen  the  Rant- 
ers and  the  Calithumpians  ? 

A.  The  Calithumpians  are  the  Avorst  of  the  tAA-o. 

Mr.  Freaner — Did  the  Calithumpians  commit  any  A'iolence 
on  that  day  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  knoAv  of. 

Mr.  Hagner — Did  any  of  the  other  clubs  commit  any  \\o- 
lence  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  knoAA^  of. 

More  testimony  from  the  second,  third  and  seventh  wards 
Avas  offered,  and  ruled  out  by  the  committee,  on  the  ground 
that  the  committee  had  examined  as  many  Avitnesses  as  the 
remaining  time  of  the  session  would  justify  and  as  the  c[ues- 
tion  at  issue  merits — Dr.  Wilswi  and  Mr.  Medders  dissent- 
ing. 

Pindell,  SAvorn . 


Mr.  Hagner — State  Avhat  you  know  about  the  clubs  in  ex- 
istence on  the  second  of  November,  and  give  their  names  and 
political  complexion. 

Witness^ — There  are  three  clubs  in  my  Avard — one  was  call- 
ed the  Staelites,  another  the  South  End  Association,  another 
the  Lazy  Club,  and  there  Avas  another  called  the  Red  Necks, 
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but  I  think  tlio  Red  I*^ecks  took  tlio  place  of  the  Staelites.  I 
was  connected  with  the  Staelite  club,  and  their  object  was  to 
drum  up  in  that  ward  ;  to  meet  the  primary  meetings  ;  to 
send  delegates,  and  nominate  in  convention  the  best  men  for 
office.  The  Ked  Neck  club  formed  upon  the  same  principle. 
They  are  all  political  clubs,  with  the  exception  of  the  Lazy, 
and  they  are  a  club  who  meet  for  the  purpose  of  smoking 
segars  and  discussing  the  current  topics  of  the  day,  such  as 
Brock's  Eailway  company,  and  the  Three  Cent  Railway  com- 
pany, &c.  The  politics  of  that  club  are  mixed  up — some  Re- 
formers and  some  Americans. 

Mr.  Hagner — Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  Demo- 
cratic clubs  ? 

A,  I  do  not,  sir — not  to  my  knowledge. 

All  the  witnesses  present  being  examined,  the  committee 
adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  on  Tuesday  morning. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Tuesday,  Feb.  21,  1860. 

The  committee  met  this  evening  in  McCullough's  house  at 
■even  o'clock. 

Mr.  Freaner  in  the  chair. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  In  the  dry  good  commission  business. 

Q.  Doing  business  where  ? 

A.  In  German  street,  between  Hanover  and  Charles. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Baltimore? 

A.  Since  1837. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  city? 

A.  I  believe  I  am. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  ? 

A.  Since  1843. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  election  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  which  ward  did  you  vote  ? 

A.  In  the  fourteenth, 

Q.  At  what  hour  were  you  at  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  was  there  at  the  opening  of  the  polls,  and  remained 
during  most  of  the  day  until  about  5  o'clock,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  to  or  three  times,  when  I  left  to  go  two  my  place  of 
business. 

Q.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  voting  ? 

A.  Not  the  slightest. 

Q.  Did  you  witness  any  rioting  or  violence?  Or  juststate 
what  you  saw  touching  the  quiet  of  the  election,  or  the  re- 
verse, at  the  polls  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  2nd  November 
last  ? 

A.  I  went  to  the  polls  on  my  way  to  my  place  of  business. 
I  was  there  when  the  polls  opened,  and  everything  was  re- 
markably quiet  until  I  think  (but  I  may  be  wrong  about  the 
time)  about  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  when  there  were  two 
lines  drawn  in  front  of  the  window,  on  one  side,  some  man 
unknown  to  m«  madt  »  remark,  and  a  man  on  the  other  >id« 
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said,  '^You  cannot  vote  in  this  ward."  I  did  not  understand 
him  as  saying  "that  he  should  not  vote/'  but  that  "he  was 
not  entitled  to  vote."  The  other  man  answered  that  "he 
would  vote,"  and  immediately  a  rush  was  made  towards  him. 
I  was  standing  a  little  at  the  back  of  the  man  who  said  he 
would  vote,  and  in  less  time  than  it  takes  me  to  tell  it^  I  heard 
a  shot,  and  instantly  turning  my  head  in  the  direction  whence 
the  report  came,  I  saw  the  man  fall  into  the  gutter.  When  I 
heard  the  shot,  I  saw  one  man,  whom  I  understood  to  be  a 
Mr.  Styles,  with  his  pistol  pointed,,  but  whether  it  was  he  who 
fired  the  first  shot,  I  could  not  say,  but  I  saw  him  fire  the 
second  shot.  Immediately  after  that,  there  was  a  great  cry 
of  "  down  with  the  Reformers,  "  or  words  something  to  that 
efieet,  and  instantly  there  was  a  scattering  of  all  parties,  and 
a  good  many  shots  fired.  After  that  this  man  who  was  shot 
laid  some  five  minutes  before  he  was  taken  away.  I  remain- 
ed afterwards,  but  with  that  esception,  everything  was  very 
quiet  indeed,  only  there  was  some  noise.  There  was  a  little 
disturbance  with  another  man  at  the  window,  but  whether  he 
got  his  vote  in  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  his  vote  was 
refused.  He  lost  his  hat  which  I  picked  up  and  handed  to 
him.  I  was  there  the  most  of  the  balance  of  the  day,  with  a 
few  intervals,  and  during  that  time  I  saw  no  riot,  unless 
noise  and  hallowing  may  be  called  so ;  but  I  saw  no  riotous 
acts  during  the  day.  During  the  afternoon,  a  little  fracas 
occurred,  which  did  not  take  place  at  the  polls,  but  was  up 
near  Paca  street.  I  don't  remember  any  other  circumstances 
worthy  of  note. 

Q.  Who  was  shot  ? 

A.  I  did  not  know  his  name  at  the  time,  although  I  have 
since  seen  it  in  the  papers. 

Q:  Did  he  die? 

A.  He  died  I  believe  during  the  day.  He  was  shot  in  the 
eye,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  The  man  shot  at  had  been 
standing  afc  the  curb  stone  at  the  time  he  received  his  wound. 

Q.  Was  there  any  prohibition  to  voting  ?  Was  there  any- 
body prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  There  was  nothing  more  than  the  usual  amount  of 
crowding.  There  were  no  barricades  there,  but  the  usual 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  everybo.dy.  to  deposit  their  votes.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  seeing  any  man,  excepting  the  case  I 
have  first  mentioned.  The  American  majority  in  that  ward 
was  very  small,  and  the  fi^gures  show  that  there  was  the  same 
amount  of  opposition  as  formerly. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  voted  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  I  moved  into  the  ward  in  October,  1857,  and  haue  voted 
ever  since. 
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Q.  "With  the  exception  of  that  one  case,  m-rs  thero  more 
violence  at  that  election  than  the  ])recoding  ones? 

A.  I  have  not  heen  in  that  ward  much  at  the  polls,  nor 
have  I  paid  much  attention  to  elections,  except  on  tluit  occa- 
sion. My  object  in  going  there,  was  because  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  talk  about  what  was  to  be  done,  and  a  good  deal 
of  excitement.  I  had  no  connection  with  any  ])olitical  meet- 
ing for  the  last  three  years,  and  I  thouglit  I  would  go  as  a 
citizen,  and  exert  my  influence,  (for  I  thought  I  had  some)  in 
promoting  peace  and  quiet  at  the  polls. 

Q.  To  which  party  do  you  adhere  ? 

A.  I  voted  the  American  ticket,  and  assisted  several  par- 
ties to  vote,  without  regard  to  what  style  of  ticket  they  were 
voting. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  the  one  instance  you  have  men- 
tioned, do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  a  peaceably  and 
quiet  man  was  prohibited  from  voting? 

A.  I  do  not.  I  saw,  while  standing  at  a  distance,  a  gen- 
tleman with  whom  I  was  acquainted  come  up  to  the  outside 
of  the  crowd,  but  not  seeming  to  think  it  w^ortli  his  while  to 
push  his  way  up,  walked  away  ;  I  don't  know  of  mj  own 
knowledge  of  any  one  being  prevented  from  voting. 

Q.  What  was  the  American  majority  in  that  ward,  as  com.' 
pared  with  your  ordinary  majority  ? 

A.  I  really  cannot  tell,  but  the  majority  this  time  was  very 
small ;  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  is  smaller  than  it 
has  been  for  sometime. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  You  say  that  upon  several  occasions,  at 
your  ward,  you  rendered  assistance  to  voters  to  get  in  their 
vote  ;  what  was  the  occasion  for  that  assistance  on  your  part? 

A.  I  should  have  said,  that  I  assisted  only  gentlemen  Avith 
whom  I  was  acquainted,  by  asking  them  to  come  forward  and 
vote  ;  some  of  them  seemed  to  have  a  distaste  for  voting,  pro- 
bably arising  from  the  fact  of  the  shooting  early  in  the  morn- 
ing having  been  reported  through  the  city  ;  I  presume  that 
had  raised  fear  ;  when  I  saw  anyljody  I  knew,  I  approached 
them  and  told  them  there  was  no  difficulty  in  voting. 

Mr.  Schley — Q.  Was  the  man  that  was  shot  an  American 
or  Eeformer  ? 

A.  He  is  known  to  me  since  the  election  as  a  Reformer. 

Q.  The  man  that  you  saw  shooting,  was  he  an  American  or 
a  Reformer  ? 

A.  It  was  stated  to  me  since  that  he  was  a  Reformer. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Do  you  know  the  occasion  of  the  shoot- 
ing ? 

A.  I  do  not. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  the  provocation  for  shooting  f 

A.  I  do  not.  It  was  done  very  rapidly  ;  in  less  than  a 
minute  the  shot  was  fired. 

Mr.  Schley — Q.  Was  the  man  who  was  shot  riotous,  or  was 
he  a  quiet  man  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  him  in  the  party  that  made  the  rush  to- 
wards the  other  party  ;  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was  riotous 
or  not ;  I  did  not  notice  the  man  who  was  shot  particularly, 
although  I  saw  him  fall. 

Mr.  WalUs—Q.  Was  not  Mr.  Styles  himself  shot  three  or 
four  times  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  was,  although  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  By  whom  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Gregory  Barrett  shoot  himP 

A.  I  did  not  know  him  until  that  morning  he  was  there. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  you  saw  him  shoot? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Is  it  your  impression  ? 

A.  The  reason  I  cannot  he  positive  is,  that  I  did  not  know 
the  man  sufficiently ;  I  cannot  be  positive  that  I  saw  him 
shoot. 

Q.  I  ask,  is  it  your  impression  ? 

(Objected  to  by  Mr.  Schley.) 

Witness — I  saw  several  parties  shooting,  but  could  not 

identify  Barrett. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  belief,  was  not  he  one  of  them  ? 

A.  He  was  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  belief,  was  he  not  one  of  them? 

A.  He  was  in  the  party,  but  as  to  the  probability  that  he 
was  one  of  them,  I  cannot  tell ;  he  was  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Styles  shot  ? 

A.  No,  sir ;  he  was  shot  after  he  left  the  locality  of  the 
polls,  and  had  got  up  to  Paca  street ;  I  saw  him  shoot. 

Mr.  Schley — You  did  not  see  Mr.  Styles  shot  ? 
A.  I  saw  him  shoot,  but  I  did  not  see  him  shot. 
Q.  It  was  not  at  the  polls  that  Mr.  Styles  was  shot  P 

A.  No,  sir.  ,     -    -' 

Mr.    Wallia — Q.  What  was  the  reputation  of  "Sonny 
White?" 
A.  I  never  heard. 

Q.  What  is  his  reputation ?- 

A.  I  know  nothing  at  all^  except  what  I  iaw  La  the  new»* 
papers. 
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Q.  Did  you  «ee  Gregory  Barrett  at  the  polls  after  you 
found  out  whom  he  was  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  ? 

A.  He  was  standing  round  the  polli ;  I  did  not  keep  my 
eye  on  him. 

Q.  You  saw  no  violence  on  his  part? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Any  misconduct  on  his  part  ? 

A.  If  loud  talking,  and  shouting,  and  so  forth,  may  be 
called  so,  I  heard  that. 

Q.  What  was  the  tenor  of  the  loud  talking?  What  did 
he  shout  ? 

A.  The  tenor  was,  that,  as  the  Keformers  had  commenced 
shooting  them,  he  was  "  down  on  the  Reformers." 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  that  he  always  qualified  what  he 
said,  with  "  that  the  Reformers  commenced  it?" 

A.  I  think  that  the  crowd  were  all  hallooing  in  that  way, 
but  exactly  what  he  said,  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  What  was  the  tenor  of  the  cry  in  the  crowd? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  say  that  he  halloed  at  all ;  the 
crowd  in  which  he  was,  was  very  noisy. 

Q.  You  saw  no  violent  acts  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Heard  no  threats  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  particular  threats. 

Q.  Any  general  ones? 

A.  Though  I  heard  the  noise  and  cries,  what  they  were,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  say. 

Q.  Can't  you  recollect  one  ? 

A.  There  were  various  cries  ;  *'  Oh  !  you  Rip  Raps  1"  was 
a  common  cry. 

Q.   What  else? 

A.  AVell,  general  expressions  against  the  Reformers. 

Q.  Violent  expressions  ? 

A.  Violent  language. 

Q.  Threats? 

A.  No,  I  don't  know  that  there  were  any^^threats  ;  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  considered  in  that  way. 

Q.  Anything  to  intimidate  ? 

A.  Well,  if  loud  talking  and  so  forth  would  do  it,  it  might 
intimidate  a  weak  man. 

Q.  Nothing  that  would  intimidate  any  but  a  weak  man? 

A.  I  should  think  not ;  plenty  of  Reformers  came  up  there 
and  voted,  as  the  returns  will  show. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  of  any  intimidation  at  all? 

A.  I  cannot  recolleet  acythifig  to  specify  ill. 
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Q.  Do  you  think  anything  transpired  that  would  have  pre- 
vented a  man  of  ordinary  nerve  from  voting,  except  the  fra- 
cas that  occurred  in  the  morning?  That  could  not  be  smelt 
all  day. 

A.  Well,  I  think  it  was  smelt  all  day  ;  I  think  that  it  in- 
timidated a  great  many,  and  gave  them  fears  that  it  would 
not  be  safe  to  vote. 

3Jr.  Wallis—llen  like  Sonny  White  ? 

Witness — I  mean  that  better  class  of  citizens  who  would 
have  come  up  to  vote.  I  think  the  fracas  in  the  morning,  to- 
gether with  the  loud  talking,  and  hallooing,  and  noise,  that 
there  was,  might  have  produced  mischief.  There  were  no 
other  acts  of  intimidation,  except  what  I  have  mentioned. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Duffey  shot? 

A.  I  did  not ;  I  understood  he  was  shot. 

3l7\  Schley — You  speak  about  loud  talking  on  one  side  ; 
were  the  Reformers  all  meek  and  quiet  ? 

A.  After  this  fracas,  there  was  apparently  none  of  them 
about ;  they  left  after  this  murder,  so  far  as  I  knew  them  ; 
there  were  plenty  standing  about  there,  however,  whose  poli- 
tics I  did  not  know. 

Jolin  E.  EsKbach,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Scliley — Q.  Did  you  vote  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  which,  ward? 

A.  In  the  eleventh,  where  I  was  judge  of  election. 

Q.  Will  you  now  state  what  occurred  there  that  day,  with- 
out waiting  to  be  asked ;  tell  us  the  character  of  the  election 
and  all  about  it  ? 

Witness — The  polls  were  opened  at  nine  o'clock  precisely, 
and  the  voting  continued  uninterruptedly  and  spiritedly  up 
to  a  short  time  after  one  o'clock  ;  at  that  time  a  member  of 
the  Reform  party  harrangued  the  crowd  outside,  and  request- 
ed them  to  leave  ;  one  of  the  party  spoke  to.  Dr.  Thomas,  and 
informed  him  that  the  whole  city  had  been  given  up  to  row- 
dies and  ruffians  (as  he  termed-  it)  and  advised  him  to  leave. 
We  appealed  to  him  to  remain,  and  we  said  ta  him  that  we 
would  stand  by  him  and  protect  him  to  the  best  "of  our  abili- 
ty ;  he  remained  a  short  time  after  that,  but  was  again  re- 
quested to  leave,  and  addressed  thus:  "Dr.  Thomas,  why 
don't  you  obey  the  behests  of  the  Reform  committee  and  re- 
tire ?"  He  then  said,  that  from  information  he  had  received, 
he  believed  that  the  taking  of  "the  ward  would  be  attempted, 
and  that  if  he  remained,  his  friends   outside  would  remain 
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with  liira,  and  by  doing  so,  he  feared  some  of  them  might  be 
hurt,  ami  that  he  woiiid  leave  on  their  account,;  we  told  him 
that  his  leaving;-  ^vould  cast  a  slur  upon  us  ;  he  said,  '*  gen- 
tlemen, 1  have  to  say  heibrc  I  leave,  that  I  have  not  seen  you 
do  a  single  wrong  or  improper  act  to-day."  He  then  lelt  the 
room,  and  about  four-iiiths  of  the  crowd  outside  left  at  the 
same  time.  I  noticed  that  the  respectable  i)ortion  of  the 
American  party  voted  and  retired,  whereas  the  Reformers 
staid  there  in  force  u])  to  this  time  ;  after  that,  there  was  no 
disturbance  ;  I  did  not  hear  a  single  complaint  that  any  man 
could  not  get  his  vote  in. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  keep  the  polls  open? 
A.  Until  six  o'clock. 

Q.  Were  any  improper  votes  received  to  your  knowledge  ? 
A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Were  any  persons  who  offered  to  vote  prevented  from 
voting,  to  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  There  w^ere  some  in  the  afternoon,  whose  votes  I  re- 
fused, believing  that  they  had  voted  before. 

Q.  I  mean,  did  you  see  anybody  prevented  by  violence  or 
disturbance  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  hear  a  single  complaint  that  day,  nor 
did  I  hear  Dr.  Thomas  complain  of  a  single  individual. 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  see  anything  that  required  correction 
or  interposition,  as  a  judge  ? 

.  A.  Well,  there  was  a  struggle  going  on  during  the  morn- 
ing by  the  one  party  to  take  down  the  barricade,  and  by  the 
other  party  to  keep  it  there.  The  evening  before  the  election, 
Mr.  Durham  and  myself  met  Dr.  Thomas  at  his  house,  and 
we  agreed  that  in  all  cases  a  majority  of  the  judges  should 
decide  any  point  of  dispute.  Dr.  Thomas  then  proposed  the 
question  vdiether  a  barricade  should  be  erected  ;  I  stated  to 
him  that  I  did  not  consider  the  judges  had  any  right  to  erect 
a  barricade  ;  Mr.  Durham  agreed  -with  me  in  that ;  Dr. 
Thomas  then  asked  Avhat  our  views  were  as  to  the  ex[)ediency 
of  putting  up  a  barricade,  and  we  told  him  that  we  had  no 
answer  to  give  one  way  nor  another,  and  we  distinctly  stated 
that  we  had  no  right  to  order  the  erection  of  a  barricade. 
The  next  morning  when  we  came  upon  the  ground  we  found 
the  barricade  there,  and  in  possession  of  a  large  body  of  men. 
I  arrived  about  an  hour  before  the  opening-  of  the  polls,  but 
as  soon  as  the  polls  were  opened,  the  parties  on  one  side  en- 
deavored to  remove  the  barricade.  Tliey  asked  the  judges 
whether  they  had  ordered  it  up,  and  Mr.  Durham  and,  myself 
stated  the  conversation  about  that  matter  just  as  it  had  taken 
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Q.  Was  there  any  riolenoo  by  which  any  person  -was  pre- 
rented  from  voting  ? 

A.  Undoubtedly,  there  was  not ;  the  eleventh-ward  polls 
were  free  to  all  voters  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Was  there  any  rioting  outside  ? 

A.  There  was  in  regard  to  this  barricade.  The  one  party 
tried  to  remove  it,  and  the  other  party  tried  to  prevent  them. 

Q,  Who  tried  to  remove  it  ? 

A.  Well,  I  presume  it  was  the  rabble  of  the  American  par- 
ty. I  noticed  that  the  rabble  of  the  American  party,  and  the 
entire  Eeform  party,  was  there  upon  the  ground  ;  there  were 
between  20  of  the  American  party  on  the  one  side,  and  from 
150  to  200  of  the  Keformers  on  the  other  and  whenever  these 
twenty  made  an  effort  to  remove  the  barricade,  they  were 
lifted  from  the  polls  and  carried  bodily  away.  The  Reform 
party  held  possession  of  the  polls  until  the  moment  they  left. 

Q.  You  saw  no  firing  or  struggling  ^except  in  relation  to 
that  barricade  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  no  one  struck  that  day? 

A.  I  saw  a  man  by  the  name  of  McLee,  but  he  was  the  only 
one.  When  the  crowd  got  together  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
pushing,  but  I  saw  no  blows  struck. 

Q.  Were  you  appealed  to  when  the  polls  opened  to  give 
place  to  the  challengers  of  the  two  parties  ? 

A.  Mr.  Norris  asked  us  to  give  him  one  side  of  the  window. 
I  replied  that  the  judges  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  such  ar- 
rangements as  that. 

Q.  You  declined  to  interfere  outside  the  polls  with  any- 
thing ? 

A.  Anything  except  where  there  was  a  breach  of  the 
peace. 

Q.  Did  you  interfere  with  this  party  who  sought  to  take 
down  the  barricade  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  as  I  was  satisfied  that  the  barricade  was  not 
lawfully  erected.  The  majority  of  the  judges  said  so.  The 
barricade  was  not  taken  down  ? 

Q.  If  the  judges  had  not  the  right  to  put  up  the  barricade^ 
will  you  please  say  where  they  got  the  right  to  permit  it  to 
be  taken  down  ?  ,  . 

A .  If  they  had  no  right  to  put  it  up,  I  did  not  see  that  they 
had  any  control  over  it. 

Q.  Even  if  there  was  a  breach  of  the  peace  committed  in 
taking  it  down  ? 

A.  I  don't  consider  that  it  was  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

Q.  You  saw  no  riot  than  that  you  have  described  ? 

A.  The  only  thiag  reeembling  a  riot  (you  might  rath«r 
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call  it  a  row,)  was  about  a  quarter  of  an  liour  before  the  Re- 
formers left.  Tliere  was  a  rush,  aud  the  Amcrlcau  party, 
as  usual,  were  carried  l)odily  out  into  the  middle  of  tlie  street. 
There  was  hut  some  20  oi"  tlie  American  jiarty  a<;alnst  some 
100  of  the  Reformers  ;  aud  I  saw  tliosc,  whom  1  recognized 
as  being  members  of  the  American  party,  retreat  in  the  di- 
rection of  Madison  street,  aud  at  that  moment,  I  saw  one  pis- 
tol fired  by  the  Reformers  at  the  retreating  members  of  the 
American  party. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  of  any  deposit  of  arms  in  tlie  neighbor- 
hood of  these  polls  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  heard  from  different  parties  that  there  were 
arms  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  polls — they  were  in  the  house 
of  one  of  the  Reformers.  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  true  or 
not. 

Q.  Are  these  the  only  arms  you  heard  of? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  state  substantially  that  you  have 
never  heard  of  a  deposit  of  muskets  by  what  you  call  the  rab- 
ble of  the  American  party,  in  the  alley  close  by  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Were  there  any  arms  produced  on  the  street  after  the  Re- 
formers went  away  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  saw. 

Q.  You  saw  none  ? 

A.  None — not  in  the  street.  I  saw  this  pistol  fired,  and 
htat  was  the  only  weapon  I  saw  that  day. 

Mr.  Schley — Was  the  barricade  taken  down, 

A.  No,  sir,  they  did  not  succeed  in  taking  it  down. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  the  Reformers  withdraw? 

A.  I  think  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  half-past  one. 

Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Where  were  the  polls  of  the  eleventh  ward 
held? 

A.  They  were  held  on  Madison  street,  near  Larew's  Alley. 

Q.    vVas  that  the  centre  of  the  ward? 

A.  No,  sir,  and  I  will  explain.  The  former  place  of  hold- 
ing the  polls  was  objected  to  by  the  American  party.  The 
reason  given  by  the  members  of  the  American  party  why  they 
did  not  wish  the  polls  held  there,  was  because,  on  the  day  of 
the  municipal  election,  parties  were  seen  up  stairs  going  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  it  was  rumored  that  it  was  used  as 
a  depository  of  arms.  They  would  not  let  me  up  stairs  on 
the  municipal  election.  I  stated  to  Dr.  Thomas  what  the 
feeling  of  the  American  party  was  in  regard  to  that  building, 
and  that  I  feared  that,  if  the  polls  were  held  there,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  party  would  go  there  armed  in  self-de- 
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fence,  and  I  told  liim  that,  in  tlie  excitement  of  tlie  day,  tliose 
arms  might  be  used.  "We  then  next  went  about,  and  con- 
sumed all  that  day  in  selecting  another  place.  We  had  ap- 
plied for  several  places,  and  finally  we  procured  a  building 
on  Cathedral  street,  much  nearer  the  geographical  centre  of 
the  ward  than  the  former  place.  I  don't  know  whether  it 
was  nearer  the  centre  of  population,  but  we  considered  that 
no  reasonable  man  would  object  to  go  to  the  geographical 
centre  of  his  ward.  We  had  selected  that  place  on  Cathedral 
street  above  Eead.  Several  members  of  the  Beform  party 
came  to  me  on  Sunday  (we  had  selected  it  on  Saturday,)  and 
said  that  the  place  was  very  objectionable.  Mr.  Gill  came  to 
me  early  next  morning,  and  accused  me  plainly  of  having 
selected  the  polls  for  the  purpose  of  butchering  the  citizens 
of  the  ward.  I  pardoned  him  on  account  of  his  age,  but  if 
the  same  language  had  been  used  by  a  younger  man,  I  would 
have  pitched  him  out  of  the  door.  I  afterwards  told  him  that 
they  might  select  any  place  in  the  ward  within  a  square  of 
the  former  place,  and  Ave  would  take  it.  Mr.  Gill  then  went 
and  procured  a  building  next  to  the  very  one  that  had  been 
refused  us,  so  the  selection  of  the  polls  there  was  his  work, 
not  ours. 

Q.  Did  you  select  a  place  in  Cathedral  street? 

A.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  procuring  a  suita- 
ble place  in  the  eleventh  ward.  It  is- occupied  principally  by 
large  residences,  and  there  is  no  wealthy  man  going  to  per- 
mit the  polling  to  be  held  in  his  house.  .  We  are  compelled 
to  hold  the  polls  in  small  places.  We  did  our  duty  in  going 
about  all  day  in  selecting  a  place,  and  finally  yielded  in  taking 
a  place  of  Mr.  Gill's  selection. 

Mr.  Schley — Who  went  with  you  to  select  a  place? 

A.  Mr.  Durham  and  myself,  and  we  sent  several  police 
officers  also.  We  took  all  pains  we  could  take  to  get  a  suita- 
ble place. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  say,  -whether  or  not  there  was  more  'diffi- 
culty in  voting  at  this  poll  than  on  former  elections  which 
you  witnessed  in  that  ward. 

A.  No,  sir,  the  voting  itself  could  not  have  been  more 
quiet.  The  only  trouble  was  in  regard  to  the  barricade.  If 
that  barricade  had  not  been'tliere,  there  would  not  have  been 
a  single  scene  of  disorder,       ■ 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  If  you  thought  that  that  barricade  was 
productive  of  those  scenes  of  disorder,  why  did  you  not  have 
it  peaceably  removed,  so  as  to  "prevent  this  rioting? 

A.  We  found  the  barricade  there  in  the  morning,  and  we 
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left  it  as  we  found  it.     The  American  party  appealed  to  us  to 
remove  it — the  Reform  party  wanted  it  retained. 

Wm.  D.  DurJiam,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness — I  believe  I  held  tlie  position  of 
judge  of  election  of  the  eleventh  ward  at  the  election  of  2nd 
November  last.     I  met  with  the  other  judges  there  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning.     I  was  there  from  eight  until   six, 
and  during  that  time,  I  saw  nothing  that  I  considered  riotous, 
and  nothing  but  what  I  had  seen  in  the  same  ward  before. 
What  occurred  on  the  day  of  election  I  cannot  say  much  about. 
There  were  some  little  fracases,  but  they  were  more  concern- 
ing the  taking  of  the  barricade  down  than  anything  else. 
The  American  party  appealed  to  us  as  judges  whether  it 
should  not  come  down,  and  we  made  answer  to  them,  "that 
we  had  no  say  in  the  putting  of  it  up,  and  we  would  say 
nothing  about  the  taking  of  it  down. ' '     After  that  the  Ameri- 
can party  attempted  to  take  the  barricade  down,  which  was 
resisted  by  the  Reform  party,  and  that  created  a  disturbance, 
and  some  blows  backwards  and  forwards  took  place.     During 
this,   I  drew  my  attention  to  them,  and  I  found  that  the 
American  party  had  no  show.     There  was  at  least  150  of  the 
Reformers  against  25   of  the  American   party.     Every   now 
and  then  there  was  a  little  rally  made,  but  it  amounted  to 
nothing.     When  we  ordered  peace  out  at  the  window,  peace 
was  given  the  moment  we  ordered  it.     Everything  was  quiet, 
but  at  one  time  during  one  of  these  little  fracases,  I  saw  some 
four  or  five  griping  one  man,  coUeringhim,  and  choking  him 
until  he  was  blue  in  the  face.     The  Reformers  were  using 
leaden  headed  canes,  and  were  hitting  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can party  across  the  head  with  them.     I  saw  no  weapon  used 
by  the  American  party,  but  I  saw  two  pistols  drawn  (one 
fired^  and  another  drawn  but  not  fired)  and  a  bowie  knife 
drawn  and  an  attempt  made  to  stick  it  into  another  man, 
when  his  arm  was  caught.     All  this  was  done  by  the  Reform 
party,  says  I  at  the  time,  '^Look  there — we  ought  to  bring  that 
man  up  and  send  him  over  for  disturbing  the  peace."     This 
occurred  in  the  middle  of  the  street.     At  the  time  these  fracases 
occurred,  there  were  no  votes  taken  in  at  the  window.     As 
regards  Dr.  Thomas,  when  he  was  about  to  leave,  (which  was 
nearly  half-past  one,)  at  which  time  a  gentleman  came  up  to 
him,  (it  strikes  me  it  was  Dr.  Robinson,)  and  made  somewhat 
of  a  speech,  and  advised  the  Reformers  to  leave — that  the 
whole  city  had  been  given  up  to  the  rowdies,  and  that  they 
were  coming  up  to  take  that  ward.     With  that  Dr.  Thomas 
was  advised  to  leave.     I  said,  "I  will  sustain  you,  and  pro- 
tect you  with  my  life,  if  that  will  do  you  any  good,  and  in-* 
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duce  you  to  remain,"  and  I  said  that  we  could  not  "be  hurt 
inside, — tliat  if  he  went  away,  it  would  throw  a  stain  upon 
us  that  I  would  not  like.  Said  he,  ''I  must  go,  because  my 
friends  have  advised  me  to  do  so  to  keep  them  from  being  in- 
jured." Hefore  he  left,  he  says,  "Well  let  us  take  a  parting 
drink,  and  then  I  will  go."  He  wanted  me  to  drink,  and  I 
said,  "Doctor,  excuse  me — I  will  take  a  glass  of  water,  but  I 
won't  take  anything  stronger,"  and  after  drinking,  I  said, 
"if  you  will  go,  you  must  go."  Before  he  went,  I  said,  "I 
want  you  to  state,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  judges  and  the 
clerks,  whether  you  think  there  has  been  anything  done  ille- 
gally on  our  part."  Says  he,  "gentlemen,  as  regards  you, 
we  could  get  along  well  enough.  There  has  nothing  been 
done  illegally  among  ourselves,  or  on  our  part.  The  only 
difficulty  we  had,  you  examined  the  naturalized  citizens  pa- 
pers rather  close,"  Says  I,  "that  was  settled  among  our- 
selves, and  it  was  no  more  than  we  should  do."  Says  he, 
"that  is  nothing  more  than  proper,"  and  with  that  he  said, 
"I  will  bid  you  good  bye — I  have  to  go  to  save  my  friends. 
I  am  pledged  to  them,  and  I  have  to  leave  when  they  tell 
me." 

Q.  How  long  were  the  polls  kept  open? 

A.  From  nine  o'clock  until  six.  I  timed  it  with  my  watch, 
and  I  shut  the  window  myself. 

Q.  After  the  Keformers  withdrew,  there  was  no  rioting  or 
trouble. 

A.  ISTothing  that  I  saw.  I  was  placed  at  the  window  the 
last  part  of  the  day,  and  I  saw  no  difficulty  at  all  in  any  shape 
nor  form.  Every  man  that  came  up,  got  his  vote  in.  Plenty 
of  men  around  the  window  opposed  to  my  party,  have  given 
me  credit  for  assisting  them  in  coming  up  to  vote. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  any  legally  c[ualified  vo- 
ter was  refused  his  vote  that  day  ?  . 

A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  persons  entitled  to  vote  prevented' by 
anything  that  occurred  there  from  voting  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Freaner—So  far  as  your  own  knowledge  is  concerned? 
A.  Yes,  but  I  saw  pretty  much  all  that  transpired  that 
day.  -'     • 

Mr.  WalUs — You  saw  nO  riot  that  day  ? 

A.  Nothing  more  than  the, taking  of  the  barricade  down, 
and  they  referred  to  us  whether  it  was  proper  that  it  should 
be  there.     The  riot  was  of  no  co'nsequence  at  all. 

Q.  Was  there  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  American 
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party  to  tako  the  barricade  down  after  the  Reformers  went 
away? 

A.  None  at  all ;  everything  was  very  quiet  after  they  went 
away.  I  felt  more  at  ease  after  the  Reformers  went  away 
than  I  had  done  tlie  whole  day,  because  the  crowd  disminish- 
ed,  which  lessened  the  anxiety  on  a  person's  mind.  Every- 
thing appeared  quieter  than  before. 

Q..  The  American  party  made  no  effort  to  take  down  the 
barricade  after  the   Reiormers  left  ? 

A.  They  made  no  effort,  because  during  the  scramblings, 
all  that  they  cared  about  being  taken  down  was  pretty  much 
accomplished.  It  was  pretty  nearly  all  down  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  platform  which  was  necessary. 

Q.  There  was  no  effort  made  by  the  American  party  to 
pull  the  platform  down  before  the  Reform  party  left  ? 

A.  They  did  not  attempt  it ;  the  opposite  party  was  so 
strong,  that  they  had  no  power. 

Q.  The  platform  was  necessary,  you  say  ? 

A.  That  was  necessary,  and  all  that  was  required  there. 
The  pen  was  the  part  they  wanted  down. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say,  they  attempted  to  take  the 
platform  down  ? 

A.  I  stated  all  but  the  platform.  This  pen  that  was  erect- 
ed, just  as  if  you  were  going  into  a  horses  stable,  that  was 
the  part  the  effort  was  made  to  take  down. 

Mr.  Freaner—(^.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  Reformers  leaving 
the  polls,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to-the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  election  as  regards  that  ward  ? 

A.  It  was  more  peaceable  and — 

Mr.  Freaner — Not  comparatively — what  is  your  opinion  as 
to  the  peace  and  quiet  on  that  day  ? 
Witness — It  was  very  good. 

Mr.  Wallis — I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  saw  the  pis- 
tols (one  of  them  fired  and  one  not)  and  a  bowie  knife  drawn. 
How  far  from  the  polls  was  that  ? 
.    A.  I  suppose  fifty  yards. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  demonstrations  of  that  kind  as  indica- 
tions of  peace  and  quiet  ? 

A.  I  considered  that  all  outside  of  the  curbstone  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  voting.  Every  man  could  go  up  and  vote 
without  being  in  the  middle  of  the  street. 

Mr.    Scliley — Have   you   attended   other   elections   besides 
this  ? 
A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  see  an  election  in  your  life  at  wliicli  there 
was  not  some  pushing  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  elections  in  the  county  and  city  both,  I  have 
voted  in  the  eleventh  ward  for  ten  years,  and  I  never  saw  a 
quieter  election  than  we  had  this  time  ;  it  certainly  was  spo- 
ken of  by  the  majority  of  the  men  around  my  neighborhood 
as  being  peaceable  and  quiet,  and  Iknowl  made  many  friends 
by  telling  them  to  come  up  and  deposit  their  ballots,  as  they 
seemed  to  be  a  little  timid,  I  put  my  head  out  at  the  window 
and  told  them  to  come  up  and  vote, 

Q,  Did  you  ever  see  an  election  at  which  there  was  not 
some  confusion  ? 

A.  Never  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Wallis — Did  you  ever  see  an  election  at  which  deadly 
weapons  were  not  produced? 

A.  I  don't  know  as  I  ever  did. 

Q.  In  city  or  county? 

A.  In  city  or  county.  I  have  seen  my  father  kicked  away 
from  the  polls,  and  then  shot  at,  the  bullet  passing  through 
his  hat. 

Q.  Never  saw  an  election  at  which  there  were  not  people 
shot  at  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  ever  going  to  the  polls  but  what  I 
saw  somebody  injured  more  or  less  by  deadly  weapons. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  an  election  at  which  there  was  not 
somebody  shot  at  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  I  did.  I  don't  think  I  ever  saw  an  elec- 
tion at  which  there  was  not  somebody  injured — I  would  not 
say  positively,  shot  at,  because  one  weapon  is  a  deadly  wea- 
pon if  it  kills  you  in  any  way  you  take  it.  I  think  if  one 
gets  stuck  with  a  knife,  it  is  a  deadly  weapon  if  it  kills  him. 

Wm,  Addison,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness.  I  was  one  of  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion at  the  seventeenth  ward  on  the  second  of  November  last. 
I  arrived  there  sometime  about  half-past  eight  in  the  morning. 
All  was  quiet,  and  I  must  say  that  that  ward  was  very  quiet 
all  day.  There  was  no  opposition  at  all  hardly.  The  voters 
that  came  were  pretty  much  all  of  one  side.  There  was  no 
stripe.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  Keform  or  Democratic 
party  had  made  up  their  minds  beforehand  that  they  would 
not  vote  and  there  was  no  attempt  to  vote.  We  took  in  24 
Democratic  or  Eeform  votes  during  the  day.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  saw  more  than  one  nian  deterred  from  voting,  and  he 
wes  deterred  by  a  drunken  n^an;  the  gentleman  deterred  from 
voting  was  named  Winter — a  very  respectable  man.    We  had 
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little  or  110  firing  about  the  polls  during  tlie  day  ;  and  I  did 
not  see  a  pistol,  nor  knife,  nor  anything  of  the  hind  on  the 
ground.  1  saw  persons  with  pistols  sticking  in  their  pockets 
but  I  saw  none  drawn.  I  believe  it  is  becoming  very  common 
in  Baltimore  for  almost  everybody  to  carry  pistols — decent 
men  as  well  as  rowdies.     I  never  carry  one,  I  know, 

Q.  Were  the  polls  kept  open  ? 

A.  They  were  opened  at  nine  and  closed  at  six  within  a 
minute.  I  think  we  closed  the  window  one  minute  before  six 
on  account  of  the  rushing  outside,  and  there  was  such  a  noise 
that  we  could  not  hear  ourselves  talking.  It  was  a  hunching 
round  the  window,  by  persons  that  I  thought  had  voted  be- 
fore, and  to  prevent  an  attempt  at  voting  again  I  closed  the 
window  one  minute  before  six. 

Q,.  Were  there  any  illegal  votes  received  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know. 

Q.  Were  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting  ? 

A.  One  man  attempted  to  vote,  and  walked  away  because 
a  drunken  rowdy  gave  him  a  shove  off.  There  was  no  other 
man  that  I  saw  interferred  with  him,  I  called  to  him  to  come 
up  again,  and  I  called  for  the  police,  but  at  that  time  the  po- 
lice had  gone  away  down  to  the  fifteenth  ward  where  Mr. 
Kyle  had  been  killed.  There  was  no  one  to  arrest  this 
drunken  man,  but  I  sent  a  police  officer  after  the  voter  to 
bring  him  up,  but  I  believe  that  is  the  only  case  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Wallis — Q.  Could  you  see  very  easily  what  took 
place  on  the  street  ? 

A.  I  could  see  anything  that  took  place  in  front  of  the  win- 
dow.    Sometimes  I  could  not  see  very  far. 

Q.  Could  you  see  on  both  sides  of  the  window? 

A.  ISTot  far,  because  there  was  a  crowd  generally  standing 
on  each  side  of  the  window.  W^hen  the  voting  was  going  on 
I  had  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  scrutinize  the  votes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Reader  knocked  down? 

A.  I  did  not.  If  he  was  knocked  down_,  it  was  not  at  the 
polls. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  ''at  the  polls  ?" 

A.   Within  ten  or  fifteen  feet  of  the  window. 

Q.   Could  you  not  see  farther  than  that? 

A.  Not  without  putting  my  head  out  at  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  do  that  ? 

A.  I  could  not  attend  to  my  business  and  do  it,  although 
I  did  do  it  sometimes.  We  took  between  twelve  and  thirteen 
hundred  votes  between  nine  and  six  o'clock,  and  after  scruti- 
nizing them,  and  asking  questions  of  those  we  thought  any 
suspicious,  it  was  out  of  our  power  to  look  out  often.  In  the 
ward  I  am  in,  there  a  great  many  German* — in  fact,  all  the 
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Reform  vote  that  we  would  have  had  there  would  have  been 
prettj'-  much  of  a  G-erman  vote.  They  are  a  timid  set  of  men, 
and  they  would  not  vote,  nor  did  they  attempt  to  vote. 

Jir.  Freaner — Something  must  have  operated  upon  their 
minds  to  produce  that  effect  ? 

A.  The  Germans  are  a  very  timid  set  of  men,  and  they 
would  rather  not  vote  than  encounter  the  least  difficulty  in 
voting. 

Mr.  Wallis — Did  you  see  Mr.  Swindell  knocked  down  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  took  his  ticket  from  him  myself,  and  saw 
him  start  away  from  the  window. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  violence  offered  to  Mr.  Fry  or  Mr. 
Winter  ? 

A.  I  think  I  saw  Fry  struck  by  some  drunken  man,  but  I 
cannot  be  positive. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Winter? 

A.  I  did  not,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  was  not  struck.  Fry 
was  struck  before  he  came  to  the  polls,  and  he  went  off  and 
did  not  come  back.  He  was  not  near  the  window,  and  did 
not  attempt  to  put  his  ticket  in — I  know  he  didn't. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  or  abuse  to  Mr.  Swindell  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  always  is.  It  is  a  common  thing  in  that 
ward — I  have  been  abused  myself. 

Q.  I  ask  you,  whether  you  heard  Mr.  Swindell  cursed  and 
abused  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anybody  threaten  to  drag  him  out  of  the 
window  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Q.  Wliere  were  the  polls  held  in  that  ward  ? 

A.  In  Henrietta  street,  near  the  corner  of  Light,  in  the 
back  building  of  the  side  room. 

Q.  Wag  it  the  head  quarters  of  the  Tiger  Club? 

A.  Wo,  sir,  I  don't  know,  it  was  a  tavern — I  don't  know 
what  club — I  don't  think  it  is  the  Tigers. 

Q.  Was  it  the  head  quarters  of  any  club  ? , 

A.  I  don't  know.      . 

Q,.  Is  it  the  rendezvous  of  any  club  ? 

A.  It  is  a  place  where  they  meet  a  good  deal^ — I  believe 
sometimes  hold  meetings  there^but  the  Tiger  club  generally 
meet  in  a  different  neighborhaod.  They  generally  meet  in 
Hamburg  street,  at  a  lager  beer  house.  They  may  meet 
there,  but  if  they  do,  I  cannot- say. 

Q.  Was  the  window  of  the  polls  taken  possession  of  by  any 
party  that  morning  ?  , 

Witness — What  do  you  call  taken  possession  of? 
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Mr.  Wallis — Crowding  around  and  controlling  the  accoiss 
to  them. 

Witness — Tliero  was  a  good  deal  of  crowding.  I  believe 
that  most  ])eoi)le  were  allowed  to  vote  tliat  attempted  it.  I 
believe  there  were  a  great  many  gentlemen  attempted  it. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  any  clubs  or  riotous  persons 
took  possession  of  the  polls  and  controlled  them  ? 

A.  As  regards  clubs,  I  cannot  say  who  belonged  to  them. 

Q.  Any  riotous  persons  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  were  riotous  persons  about,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  take  possession  of  the  polls? 

A.  There  were  very  few  there. 

Q.  Did  they  control  the  access  to  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  don't  know — sometimes  they  might. 

3Ir.  Sclileij — Do  you  know  this  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

A.  It  might. 

James  E.  TJmmhert,  sworn. 

By  ilir.  Schley — Q.  Be  good  enough  to  state,  if  you  please, 
whether  you  were  at  the  election  on  the  2d  of  November  last, 
and  state  what  took  place  ? 

A.  I  acted  as  clerk  in  the  seventeenth  ward  on  that  day  ; 
the  character  of  the  election  was  very  much  of  that  order  of 
peace  and  quiet ;  so  much  so,  that  there  was  no  objection  at 
all  from  the  very  opening  until  the  returns  were  made  at  the 
close  of  the  day  ;  the  polls  were  opened  at  nine  and  closed  at 
six  ;  the  remark  of  Mr.  Swindell  to  us  (our  opponent  judge 
on  the  day  of  election)  was,  that  he  expressed  himself  as  de- 
cidedly pleased  wdth  the  uprightness,  straight-forwardness 
and  purity  of  the  management  of  the  occurrences  around 
him. 

Mr.  Freaner — You  mean  in  the  room  ? 

Mr.  Schley — What  came  under  his  observation. 

Witness — He  stated  that  he  was  infinitely  better  pleased 
with  the  manner,  management  and  doings  of  those  that  voted 
and  of  those  that  were  about  the  polls  ;  that  he  had  been  at 
the  municipal  election  which  preceded  it  a  short  time  before 
— about  a  month. 

Mr.  Freaner — Are  you  stating  the  exact  language  of  Mr« 
Swindell  ? 

AVitness — Yes,  as  near  as  I  can.  At  the  close  of  the  day, 
he,  Mr.  Addison  and  I,  retired  and  walked  home  together — . 

Mr.  Freaner — State  anything  that  came  under  your  own 
observation  during  the  day. 

Witness — So  far  as  came  under  my  own  knowledge,  and  flo 
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far  as  I  could  observe  myself,  when  an  intermission  occurred 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  there  was  nobody  about  the  window, 
we  had  an  cpportunity  to  look  out,  and  could  see  across  the 
street,  as  the  polls  were  held  at  the  corner  of  Light  and  Hen- 
rietta streets  ;  I  remember  looking  (perhaps  it  might  be  up 
Warren  street),  which  is  a  distance  of  some  one  hundred 
yards — I  suppose  five  hundred.  I  took  the  liberty  of  asking 
some  gentlemen  to  come  up  and  vote  ;  there  seemed  to  be 
some  standing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  not  com- 
ing up  to  vote.     That's  pretty  much  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  Wallis — Q,  Did  these  gentlemen  accept  the  invitation? 

A.  Yes  ;  some  one  of  them. 

Q.  Only  one? 

A.  That's  all  I  know  of;  I  saw  him  standing  at  the  corner 
a  long  time. 

Q.  You  heard  no  violence  about  the  polls,  nor  saw  any  ? 

A.  Well,  so  far  as  violence  is  concerned,  I  heard  some 
noise,  but  I  don't  know  whether  that  might  be  termed  vio- 
lence ;  some  parties  were  drinking  and  making  some  disturb- 
ance. 

Q.  You  saw  no  violence  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  I  cannot  say  1  could  specify  any  violence  that 
came  under  my  own  observation. 

Q.  You  saw  none  ? 

A.  Nothing  that  I  could  specify  myself;  I  heard  some 
noise,  but  I  could  not  tell  whether  there  was  violence  or  not. 

Q.  How  often  did  you  put  your  head  out  at  the  window  ? 

A.   Once  or  twice. 

Q.  With  that  exception,  you  did  not  see  what  was  going 
on  outside  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  we  had  not  much  oj)portunity — only  when  an 
intermission  occurred. 

Q.  Once  or  twice  this  intermission  occurred  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.,  How  long  did  you  occupy  that  position  at  the  window  ? 

A.  Only  until  some  voters,  would  come  up. 

Q.  How  long  ? 

A.  Sometimes  two  or  three  minutes. 

Q.  Yoii  looked  out  on  two  or  three  occasions  for  that  length 
of  time  ?  '  ■ 

A.  Yes.  ^       -  ,    -;    ■■ 

Q.  It  is  from  theserobservations  you  speak,  when  you  talk 
of  seeing  no  violence  7 

A.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  at  the  time  there  were  no  voteris  coming- 
up,  when  we  were  waiting  for  something  to  do. 

Q.  Where  were  tlie  polls  held? 

A.  Corner  of  Light  and  Henrietta  streets. 
;    Q.  What  club  frequents  that  place  ? 
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A.  None  tliat  I  know  of;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Tiger  club  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  frequenting  that  place  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard. 

Q.  What  club  are  you  a  member  of? 

A.  None  except  the  Methodists. 

Q.  What  political  club  have  you  ever  been  a  member  of? 

A.  None  at  all — never  in  my  life. 

Q.  What  political  association  are  you  a  member  of? 

A.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  am  a  member  of  what  is 
termed  the  American  party. 

Q.  I  speak  of  any  association  of  that  party  ? 

A.  I  belong  to  n'one,  nor  never  have. 

Q.  Never  been  associated  with  them? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  Baltimore  ? 

A.  About  fifteen  or  sixteen  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  present  occupation  ? 

A.  I  have  been  lately  in  the  service  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Kailroad  company.  I  have  just  drawn  out  of  their  em- 
ploy, and  I  am  not  engaged. 

Q.  What  have  you  been  engaged  in  since  leaving  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  ? 

A.  Private  matters. 

Q.  What  business? 

A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Since  leaving  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  what  is 
your  occupation. 

A.  I  left  that  about  a  couple  of  months  since,  and  I  have 
not  been  engaged  in  anything. 

S.  J.  Garrison  J  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Schley — Witness.  I  was  judge  of  election  at  the 
nineteenth  ward  on  the  second  of  November  last.  We  opened 
the  polls  at  the  usual  hour  (9  o'clock,)  and  closed  at  6. 
When  the  polls  were  opened  a  rush  was  made,  as  there  always 
is,  by  both  parties  to  get  their  votes  in.  After  the  rush  got 
over,  there  was  some  scrumaging  about  the  polls,  but  they 
voted  on  pretty  well  until  towards  the  middle,  of  the  day,  and 
I  think  both  parties  were  pretty  much  equal,  so  far  as  I  could 
judge.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  Democratic  or 
Reform  party,  whichever  they  call  themselves,  seemed  to  think 
that  we  were  beating  them,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and 
with  that,  all  went  off  and  voted  very  few  after  that.  The 
voting  was  kept  on  pretty  much  until  the  evening  by  the> 
other  party.  There  was  a  little  noise,  talking,  hurrahing, 
or  something  of  tkat  kind. 
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Q.  State  whether  the  election  was  a  quiet  one  or  not? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  quiet. 

Mr.  Freaner — So  far  as  came  under  your  own  personal  ob- 
aervation  ? 

A.  I  kept  a  pretty  sharp  look  out,  and  things  were  pretty 
quiet. 

Mr.  Schley — Any  legal  voters  to  your  knowledge  prevented 
from  voting  ? 

A.  None.  There  were  some  who  claimed  to  be  legal  vo- 
ters that  I  thought  were  not,  and  of  course  they  did  not  get 
their  votes. 

Q.  Were  any  illlegal  votes  received  ? 

A,  None  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  WalUs — Did  you  see  any  firearms  produced  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  musket.  Whilst  I  stood  at  the  window,  some- 
body popped  in  an  old  musket,  which  I  took  in  and  set  to  ono 
side. 

Q.  Any  other  weapons  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  pistol? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Heard  no  firearms  discharged  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Saw  nobody  kept  from  the  polls  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody  beaten  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  saw  one  man  looking  as  if  he  had  been 
beat,  and  somebody  said  he  had  got  drunk  and  fallen  on  tho 
curbstone. 

Q.  Who  was  immediately  around  the  polls  ? 

A.  All  who  were  there  were  around  the  polls  more  or  less 
at  times. 

Q.  What  class  of  people  during  the  day? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  members  of  the  clubs  there? 

A.  I  knew  some  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  clubs  they  belonged  to? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nothing  about  them? 

A.  No,  sir.  At  times  we, would  request  those  persons, 
when  there  was  no  voting  going  on,  to  come  up  and  vote, 
whether  Americans,  Democrats,  or  what  not. 

Mr.  Wallis — What  hour  of  the  day  was  that  ? 

A.  That  was  during  the  afternoon  ;  the  parties  were  on  the 
<j>po8ite  side  of  the  street. 

Wm^  ddclMO%  wanted  t©  say^  that  Mr.  Swindell,  the  B»- 
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form  judge  of  the  seventeenth  ward,  expressed  himself  well 
pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  judges  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Wallis — With  what  took  place  outside  as  well  as  in- 
side ? 

A.  I  supposed  he  allnded  to  the  inside.  He  spoke  of  my 
conduct  particularly. 

Mr.  Wallis — You  confine  your  explanation  to  the  inside  ? 

A.  Yes. 

The  whole  of  the  witnesses  present  being  examined,  the 
Committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Friday  morning. 


ANNAPOLIS,  Friday,  Feb.  24,  1860. 

The  Committee  met  this  forenoon  at  eleven  o'clock  in  Mc- 
Cullough's  house. 

Mr.  Freaner  in  the  chair.     Present,  Dr.  Wilson. 

Samuel  C.  Hunt,  sworn. 

Witness — I  was  one  of  the  judges  of  election  at  the  20th 
ward,  at  the  election  held  on  the  2d  of  November  last. 

Q.  State  whether  you  saw  any  violence  of  any  description 
at  the  polls  of  that  ward  during  the  last  election  ? 

A.  The  way  in  which  I  was  located,  or  my  position,  was 
immediately  in  front  of  the  window.  When  the  polls  open- 
ed there  was  a  rush,  caused  by  what  appeared  to  me,  by  all 
wishing  to  vote  at  once,  and  the  crowd  was  pretty  strong.  It 
was  unnecessary  for  the  judges  to  say  "clear  the  window," 
because  the  tickets  were  presented  faster  than  we  were  able  to 
take  them  ;  there  was  a  good  deal  of  crowding,  but  I  cannot 
say  I  saw  a  fight  of  any  description. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  violence  that  occurred  away 
from  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  see.  I  was  right  opposite  the 
window  until  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Hngner — Q.  Did  you  see  any  unusual  amount  of  push- 
ing or  hauling,  any  more  than  generally  occurs  at  elections  ? 

A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question  from  the  fact  that  I  have 
only  been  in  Baltimore  lor  two  years  ;  I  have  been  at  elec- 
tions at  different  times,  and  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any 
unusual  amount  of  pushing. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anythinglike  violence  or  intimidation  to 
voters  by  any  parties,  so  as  to  prevent  others  from  voting  ? 

A.  The  crowd  in  the  morning  I  have  spoken  of  lasted  till 
about  11  o'clock.     After  that  time,  anyone  could  have  voted. 

Q,.  Did  you  see  anything  done  calculated  to  intimidate  vo- 
ters ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  whether  this  rush  was  intended  to  intimi- 
date voters  or  not. 
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Q.  Anything  besides  this  ? 

A.  I  am  not  in  the  secret  of  any  of  the  clubs,  neither  do  I 
belong  to  a  club  or  council  of  any  kind — if  anything  was  in- 
tended, I  was  not  in  the  secret. 

Q.  State  whetlier  the  election,  so  far  as  the  opening  and 
closing  of  the  polls  was  concerned^  Avas  conducted  legally? 

A.  The  polls  Avere  opened  and  closed  at  the  time  specified 
by  law. 

Q.  Was  the  counting  of  the  ballots  proceeded  with  in  a 
regular  way  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  at  no  time  of  the  day  did  the  judges  see  it 
necessary  to  shut  the  window  down  ;  none  of  the  judges  were 
absent  from  the  polls  during  the  day,  except  occasionally, 
when  necessary  ;  when  any  doubtful  voters  came  to  the  win- 
dow, we  referred  them  to  the  Keform  judge,  to  see  if  he  was 
satisfied  whether  or  not  the  vote  was  a.  legal  one  before  we 
would  take  the  ticket ;  the  taking  of  the  tickets  during  the 
day  was  divided  between  us — one  taking  them  till  about  11 
o'clock  ;  I  took  them  part  of  the  time,  and  so  did  the  Eeform 
judge,  at  various  times  throughout  the  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  illegal  votes  received,  or  legal 
votes  rejected  ? 

A.  I  will  say  conscientiously  that  I  do  not  know  of  any 
illegal  vote  being  taken  that  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  legal  votes  being  rejected  ? 

A.  When  a  person  came  up  that  I  did  not  know  as  being  a 
resident  of  the  ward,  I  would  ^'efer  the  case  to  the  other 
judges,  to  see  if  they  knew  him  ;  I  would  refer  particularly 
to  the  Reform  judge  ;  we  frequently  swore  them,  and  when 
they  would  not  swear,  a  great  many  were  obliged  to  ba-ck  out; 
some  illegal  votes  were  presented,  but  they  were  not  put  into 
the  ballot  box,  but  in  order  to  get  peace  from  the  parties,  they 
were  dropped  on  the  fl.oor  at  the  side  of  the  box. 

Mr.  Stockhridge — Q.  Were  the  polls  equally  accessible  and 
safe  to  men  of  both  parties  during  the  day  ? 

A.  After  the  rush  in  the  morning,  I  remarked,  on  various 
occasions,  that  any  one  could  vote  who  felt  inclined  ;  we  took 
in  about  250  Reform  votes  ;  after  the  rush  was  over,  any  one 
could  have  come  up  and  voted. 

Q.  You  say,  then,  that  the  polls  were  equally  accessible 
and  safe  to  men  of  both  parties  ? 

A.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  so— I  could  not  tell  much  about 
what  was  going  on  outside. 

Q.  Were  challengers  of  both  parties  at  the  window  any 
portion  of  the  day  ? 

A.  It  appears  to  me,  so  far  as  I  recollect  (but  I  cannot 
recollect  every  circumstance),  that  there  were  not  any  :chal- 
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lengers  at  all ;  there  might  have  "been,  but  I  cannot  recollect 
perfectly. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Benjamin  Horn  or  Samuel  Lever  ? 

A.  I  think  I  know  Lever. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  polls  that  day  ? 

A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Horn  at  the  polls  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  man  out  in  the  street,  and  somebody  said  his 
name  was  Horn. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  make  any  effort  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  man  whom  they  said  was  Horn,  in  the  middle 
of  the  street,  in  a  controversy,  or  rather  a  tussle,  with  some 
persons,  but  whom  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Was  he  making  any  effort  to  vote  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  you.  The  altercation  took  place  in  the 
middle  of  the  street,  and  I  could  not  hear. 

Q,  Did  you  see  any  weapons  drawn  at  or  near  the  window? 
A.  I  don't  recollect  of  seeing  any  weapons — I  don't  think 
there  were  any. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  person  struck  at  or  near  the  window  ? 
A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did  ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  seeing 
any  ;  I  did  not  see  any  fighting  during  the  whole  day. 

Samuel  Harman,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness.  I  was  at  the  twentieth  ward  polls 
at  the  election  on  2d  of  November  last,  from  the  time  of  open- 
ing until  the  time  of  closing,  with  the  exception  of  half  an 
hour  at  dinner.  Early  in  the  morning,  before  the  polls  were 
opened,  what  they  call  the  Eeformers  marched  down  to  the 
polls  in  squads  and  took  possession  of  the  window,  and  as  I 
was  a  challenger,  they  would  not  allow  me  to  come  to  the 
window  ;  1  never  belonged  to  any  political  party,  more  than 
that  I  (as  was  my  father  before  me)  am  a  Henry  Clay  Whig  ; 
when  I  went  to  get  to  the  window  they  pushed  me  away  ; 
gentlemen  there  that  used  to  be  friendly  with  me  shoved  me 
off;  after  nine  o'clock  sometime,  there  was  a  little  fuss  ;  a 
tobacconist  in  South  street  drew  a  sword-cane  on  some  one, 
and  either  attempted  to  strike  or  stab  ;  then  there  was  a  little 
fuss,  and  a  man  named  Ball  was  in  the  fight ;  after  that  I  did 
not  see  anything  take  place  out  of  the  way  ;  everybody  could 
vote  who  had  a  mind  to. 

Q.  What  party  did  the  man  belong  to  that  drew  the  sword- 
cane  ? 

A.  The  Eeform  party.  I -stood  at  the  window  and  took 
tickets  and  handed  them  to  the  judges  without  regard  to 
party  j  that  was  what  I  was  put  there  for. 
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Mr.  Freanei' — Q.  Who  put  you  there  ? 

A.  There  were  half  a  dozen  per.sous  came  to  see  inc,  to 
know  whether  I  woiiKl  stand  at  tlio  window  as  challenger, 
and  as  I  was  well  acquainted  in  the  ward,  I  told  them  I  would; 
the  polls,  I  know,  were  clear  all  day,  excepting  a  little  while 
in  the  morning,  and  any  man  who  wished  could  voto. 

Mr.  Scliley — What  time  were  the  polls  opened  ? 

A.  Nine  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  kept  open  ? 

A,  Until  six  o'clock. 

Q.  Were  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

A.  I  saw  men  come  up  there  to  vote,  whoso  tickets  were 
not  taken. 

Q.  AVere  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  none  that  I  know,  of. 

Q.  Were  any  illegal  votes  received  ? 

A.  Not  one  that  1  know  of. 

Mr.  Stochhridge — Q.  Do  you  know  Benjamin  Horn? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  tliere  that  day  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  his  conduct  ? 

A.  He  was  not  conducting  himself  in  a  manner  becoming 
an  election. 

Q.  Was  he  intoxicated  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  he  quarrelsome  ? 

A.  Judge  Krehs  came  up  to  me,  and  said,  ''  I  want  you  to 
get  Mr.  Horn  up  to  vote."  I  went  and  took  him  by  the  arm 
tor  the  purpose  of  voting,  and  when  he  got  a  certain  distance 
he  said  1  wanted  to  get  him  whipped,  and  he  would  not  come 
up. 

Q.  To  what  party  did  he  belong  ?     — 

A.  To  the  Democratic  party.  He  commenced  talking  in 
the  street,  and  said  that  he  had  not  the  privilege  of  voting  ;  I 
thought  he  came  there  with  the  intention  of  kicking  up  a 
spree,  and  although  I  offered  to  take  him  to  the  polls,  he 
Avould  not  come. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  make  any  effort  to  vote? 

A.  I  did  not.  When  I  got  him  as  far  as  the  curbstone,  he 
jumped  away  ;  Mr.  Levy,  the  Eeform  challenger,  was  there  ; 
I  stood  on  the  one  side,  and  he  on  the  other. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  ? 

A.  Pretty  much  all  the  morning. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  he  left  ? 

A.  From  conversation  I  overheard  the  night  before^  I  thinly 
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it  was  all  previously  concocted.  The  reason  I  think  it  was — 
I  heard  a  party  of  men  talking,  that,  if  they  did  not  succeed 
in  carrying  the  election,  they  were  to  withdraw  at  a  certain 
hour  and  contest  the  election. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  Who  were  they? 
A.  I  don't  know. 
Q.  State  their  names  ? 
A,  I  cannot. 
Q.  Where  did  it  occur  ? 

A.  In  Howard  street,  near  Mount  Vernon  Hall,  on  the 
public  street. 

Q.  How  many  were  in  the  crowd  ? 
A.   Three  or  four. 
Q:  How  near  were  you  to  them  ? 
A.  Within  four  or  five  feet. 

Q.  How  was  your  attention  directed  to  this  conversation? 

A.  I  was  going  up  to  the  meeting  in  the  twentieth  ward. 

Q.  How  was  your  attention  directed  to  the  conversation? 

A.  I  was  standing  waiting  to  go  up. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  Hall  ? 

A.  Eight  in  the  front. 

Q.  What  induced  you  to  stop  and  not  go  up  immediately  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  what  induced  me. 

Q.  Ain't  you  hard  of  hearing  ? 

A.  A  little. 

Q.  Did  they  talk  in  a  loud  way. 

A.  Yes. 

Q,.  Were  they  residents  of  the  twentieth  ward  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Mr.  Sfochhridge—Q.  Was  Mr.  Horn  one  of  them  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  Freaner — Q.  What  party  did  those  men  that  you  heard 
talking  belong  to  ?      . 

x\.  I  do  not  know  what  party  they  belonged  to, 

Q.  Have  you  no  idea  who  they  were  ? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Were  they  well  dressed  ? 

A.  They  looked  like  gentlemen. 

Q.  How  long  did  yon  stand  and  listen  to  the  conversation  ? 

A.  Some  ten  minutes.     '     ' 

Q.  Did  they  observe  you  ?' 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  know  yoii?. ' 

A.  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  that  this  conversation  occurred  in  so  loud 
a  voice  as  to  enable  you,  a  man  that  is  partially  deaf,  to  hear  it? 
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A,  I  have  a  cold  now,  "but  I  can  liear  as  plain  as  anybody 
at  times.     I  was  only  lour  or  five  feet  off  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Stochhridgc. — Can  you  give  the  words  they  used,  or 
anything  they  said  dclinitoly  ? 

A.  I  heard  tlicm  say  that  their  intention  was,  if  they  did 
not  carry  the  election,  to  withdraw  and  contest  it. 

Mr.  Freancr — Did  you  repeat  this  conversation  you  heard 
to  anybody. 

A.  Yes_,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  repeat  it? 

A.  In  the  morning,  to  a  man  named  William  I.  Nichols. 

Q.  Did  you  repeat  it  to  anybody  else  ? 

A.  No,  sir,  for  I  didn't  care  about  it  one  way  nor  another. 

Mr.  Stockhridgc — Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  associatian  of  a 
body  of  men  in  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth  wards  known  by 
the  name  of  Plug  Uglies  ^ 

A.  I  saw  men  there  they  call  the  Plug  Uglies. 

Q.  Did  you  see  those  men  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
twentieth  Avard  polls   on  the  day  of  election  ? 

A.  There  were  a  great  m.any  there  in  the  morning.  I  saw 
Mr.  Levy  and  his  son  there. 

Q.  Is  he  one  of  the  Plug  Uglies? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Is  not  he  one  of  those  known  by  the  name  of  the  Plug 
Uglies  ? 

A,  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  by  the  name  of  Houck  there? 

A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  to  have  seen  him  there? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  saw  none  of  the  Plug  Uglies  there? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  body  of  men  aside  from  the  Reform- 
ers, apparently  taking  possession  of  the  .access  to  the  polls 
during  the  day  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q,.  Did  you  see  any  weapons,  aside  from  this  sword  cane  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Alexander  Levy  with  any  arms  during  the 
day? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Samuel  Hunt,  the  previous  witness,  then  came  forward  and 
said,  "I  said  I  did  not  recollect  about  the  challengers.  I 
mind  on  seeing  Mr.  Levy  there,  but  there  were  so  many  with 
tickets  in  their  hands,  that  I  did  not  know  who  were  chal- 
lengers and  who  were  not," 
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Examination  of  Samuel  Harman  resumed  bv  3Ir.  Stock- 
hridge. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  were  in  the  ha'bit 
of  taking  votes  from  the  hands  of  other  parties  and  handing 
them  to  the  judges  ? 

A.  A  great  many  of  the  voters  whom  I  knew  would  hold 
out  their  tickets,  and  I  would  pass  it  from  theminto  the  hands 
of  the  judges.  I  took  the  ticket  of  B.  Beatty  Graif  and  two 
or  three  other  parties  in  this  way,  hut  then  the  judges  stop- 
ped it,  saying  that  they  would  require  to  come  to  the  front  of 
the  window  themselves. 

M7\  Schley — Did  you  pass  in  the  same  ticket  to  the  judges 
handed  to  you  hy  the  voter,  without  any  change  ? 
A.  Of  course  I  did. 

Mias  Ellicot  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness.  I  am  aged  52  years,  and  am  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  selling  machinery  ;  I  was  at  the  elec- 
tion held  in  Baltimore  on  the  2d  of  November  last,  I  left  my 
place  of  business  about  one  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  going 
to  the  nineteenth  ward  polls,  where  I  am  a  voter.  I  remain- 
ed there  about  an  hour,  and  at  that  time  everything  was 
quiet,  and  anybody  that  wished  could  have  voted.  I  did  not 
see  anybody  interfered  with.  After  dinner  time  I  went  around 
again,  and  staid  about  another  hour.  Everything  was  again 
quiet,  and  anybody  could  have  voted. 

Samuel  Hunt  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Stochhridge — Q.  Did  you  see  Benjamin  Horn  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  polls  ? 

A.  In  the  morning  I  saw  Mr.  Horn  in  a  crowd,  and  I  think 
I  saw  him  at  another  time  of  the  day,  I  made  the  remark, 
"If  Mr.  Horn  wishes  to  vote,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it,"  and 
I  called  out  to  him  to  come  up  and  vote,  but  he  did  not  c'ome 
although  he  could  easily  have  voted. 

Mr.  Freaner — How  many  tickets  were  received  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.-  Harman  has  testified  to-? 

A.  I  don't  recollect  seeing  anything  of  that  Irind  occur.  I 
did  not  take  in  any  tickets  myself  until  the  crowd  was  over. 

Q.  If  such  tickets  had  been-  received  would  you  have  seen 
them? 

A.  I  cannot  say.  ' 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  would -have  observed  it  ? 

A.  It  possibly  might  have  occurred,  but  it  must  have  been 
for  a  very  short  space  of  time,  or  else  I  should  have  noticed  it. 
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Thoynas  Denison  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Schley — Witness.  I  was  at  the  election  in  the  ninth 
ward  on  tlie  2(1  November  last.  I  was  there  the  whole  day 
from  nine  until  six,  never  having  gone  home  to  my  dinner. 
When  I  went  there,  there  were  not  more  than  20  of  our  party 
(the  American)  asjainst  40  or  50  of  the  other  party,  hut  all 
went  on  very  quiet  until  Dr.  Morris  brought  up  a  man  to  vote 
whom  I  myselfheard  say  that  he  did  not  want  to  vote,  and 
he  did  not  want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  voting.  I 
have  been  in  that  ward  eleven  years,  and  I  know  almost  every 
man  in  the  ward  ;  it  is  a  very  small  ward,  and  we  can  hard- 
ly raise  a  vote  of  TOO.  There  was  a  little  spree  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  that  was  the  only  one  that  took  place  there. 
After  twelve  o'clock  everything  was  very  quiet,  and  I  don't 
believe  there  were  twenty  persons  present  on  both  sides  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  principal  voting  in  this 
ward  was  done  in  the  morning  ;  we  had  a  quiet  day,  and 
there  would  not  have  been  a  blow  struck  that  day  if  it  had 
not  been  for  Dr.  Morris  insisting  on  a  man  voting  that  did 
not  want  to  vote. 

Q.  Were  any  legal  voters  prevented  from  voting  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

A.  xS"o,  sir  ;  there  were  two-thirds  more  on  the  other  side 
than  ours. 

Q.  Was  any  illegal  vote  received  to  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Stockbridge — Q.  Was  not  that  man  (Mr.  Morton)  that 
Dr.  Morris  asked  up  to  vote,  a  legal  voter  in  the  ward  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Q.  Was  he  prevented  from  voting? 

A.  He  was  not ;  he  could  have  voted  if  he  wanted,  but  he 
told  Dr.  Morris  that  he  did  not  want  to  vote  ;  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Morton  ;  I  have  been  in  his  house  often. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  cry  of  ''Northern  Liberties,"  or 
hurrah  for  the  ''  Northern  Liberties  "? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  there  is  no  such  body  as  that  in  town. 

Mr.  Stockhridge — I  know  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  pistols  or  weapons  of  any  kind  exhib- 
ited or  brandished  in  the  vicinity  of  the  polls? 

A.  There  was  but  one  pistol  drawn  the  whole  day,  and  I 
took  it  from  the  man  myself,  but  I  don't  know  who  he  was  ; 
it  was  a  double-barrelled  pistol,  and  was  drawn  during  the 
first  of  the  scuffle. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  the  last  election  a  fair,  quiet,  and  peace- 
able one  ? 

A.  I  have  been  in  the  ward  11  years,  and  I  never  saw  a 
quieter  one,  with  the  exception  of  the  council  one. 


Q.  Do  you  know  Jim  Manly  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  saw  him  drive  by  in  a  wagon,  but  he  did  not 
get  out  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  drive  up  either  in  hacks  or  om- 
nibuses to  the  polls  and  vote? 

A.  I  saw  some  in  hacks,  but  none  in  omnibuses. 

Q.  Were  they  legal  voters  in  the  ward? 

A.  They  were  sick  persons  of  the  ward. 

After  the  testimony  had  been  concluded, 

Mr.  Hagner  said — We  desire  to  prove  by  certain  members 
of  the  Reform  corimittee,  that  the  organization  of  the  Reform 
party  in  Baltimore  had  only  for  its  object  the  choice  of  muni- 
cipal ofiticers,  and  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  for  Bal- 
timore cit}  .  That  it  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  State  offi- 
cers, in  reference  to  which  the  members  of  that  party  were 
left  free  to  exercise  their  party  or  personal  preferences.  That 
two-fifths  at  least  of  the  Reform  tickets  had  the  name  of  Mr . 
Purnell  for  State  Comptroller  printed  upon  them  ;  and  that, 
if  the  election  had  been  conducted  with  perfect  fairness  these 
gentlemen  believe  that  Mr,  Purnell  would  have  received  a 
large  majority  of  the  votes  in  the  city  of  Baltimore — more 
than  sufficient  to  elect  him. 

3Ir.  Freaner — The  offer  is  overruled  by  a  majority  of  the 
Committee,  upon  the  ground  that  such  testimony  has  already 
been  produced. 

M7^  Schley  stated  that  the  counsel  for  Messrs.  Gaither  and 
Purnell  both  desired  to  be- heard  before  the  Committee  in  open 

session. 

To  this  proposition  Mr.  Freaner  replied— I  am  authorised 
by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  to  overrule  the  proposition 
for  argument,  upon  the  ground  that  the  Committee  have  not 
time  to  hear  any  arguments  upon  the  question,  and  upon  the 
further  ground,  that  they  deem  themselves,  (without  any  dis- 
paragement whatever  to  the  learned  counsel,  who  represent 
the  claimants,)  able  to  decide  upon  the  testimony  as  submitted. 

The  minority  of  the  Committee- dissented  from  these  rulings 
of  the  Chairman. 

Thereafter,  the  examination,  being  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee adjourned. 


